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Education 
 

PhD August 1997,  University Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Political Science.  Dissertation:  

"Smoke Gets in Your  Eyes: The Politics of Tobacco Policy."  Dissertation committee 

chair: Kenneth J. Meier 

 

MA December 1994, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Political Science.  Master's paper:   

"The Politics of Tobacco Taxation in the United States and the United Kingdom, 1900-

1990." 

 

BA June 1993, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis.  Major: Political Science. 

 

Academic Positions 
 

2003-present, Associate Professor of Political Science, University of Northern Iowa. 

 

2001-2003, Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Northern Iowa. 

 

1997-2001, Assistant Professor of Political Science, State University of New York at  

Binghamton. 

 

Leadership Positions 
 

2007-present; Chair, University Faculty Senate 

 

2005-present, Director, State and Local Government Program, University of Northern Iowa. 

 

2003-2005, Associate Director, Master of Public Policy Program, University of Northern Iowa. 

 

 

 

 

 



Peer-Reviewed Publications 
 

2006.  Smith, Kevin B., and Michael J. Licari.  Power and Politics in the Fourth Branch of  

Government: An Introduction to Public Administration.  Roxbury Press. 

 

2005.  Licari, Michael J., William McLean, and Tom Rice. "The Condition of  

Community Streets and Parks: A Comparison of Resident and Non-Resident 

Evaulations" Public Administration Review.  65:360-8. 

 

2004.  Licari, Michael J.  "Tobacco Taxation" in Tobacco in History and Culture, ed. Jordan  

Goodman, Marcia Norton, and Mark Parascandola.  Farmington Hills, MI: Charles 

Scribner's Sons. 

 

2003.  Licari, Michael J.  "Bureaucratic Discretion and Regulatory Success Without  

Enforcement" in Politics, Policy and Organizations: Frontiers in the Scientific Study of 

Bureaucracy, ed. George Krause and Kenneth J. Meier.  Ann Arbor, MI: University of 

Michigan Press. 

 

2001.  Spill, Rorie, Michael J. Licari, and Leonard Ray.  "Taking on Tobacco: Policy  

Entrepreneurship and the Tobacco Litigation" Political Research Quarterly 54:605-22. 

 

2000.  Licari, Michael J., and Kenneth J. Meier.  "Regulation and Signaling: When a Tax Is Not  

Just a Tax" Journal of Politics 62:875-885. 

 

1998.  Meier, Kenneth J. and Michael J. Licari.  "Response to Mark Showalter's 'The Effects of  

Cigarette Taxes on Cigarette Consumption.'"  American Journal of Public Health 

88:1120. 

 

1998.  Licari, Michael J.  "The Policy Process." in Regulation and Consumer Protection, 3rd ed.  

eds.  Kenneth J. Meier, E. Thomas Garman, and Lael Keiser.  Houston: Dame 

Publications. 

 

1997.  Licari, Michael J. and Kenneth J. Meier.  "Regulatory Policy Compliance When Behavior  

is Addictive: Smoking, Cigarette Taxes, and Bootlegging."  Political Research Quarterly 

50:5-24. 

 

1997.  Meier, Kenneth J. and Michael J. Licari.  "Cigarette Taxes, Smoking, and Public Health."  

American Journal of Public Health 87:1126-30. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Other Publications and Reports 

 

Forthcoming.  Licari, Michael J.  Book Review of Unfiltered: Conflicts Over Tobacco Policy  

and Public Health by Eric Feldmand and Ronald Bayer (eds).  The Law and Politics 

Book Review. 

 

2006.  Licari, Michael J. and Phil Jones.  "The City Manager Form of Government in Cedar  

Rapids, IA" prepared for the City of Cedar Rapids School District by the State and Local 

Government Program of the University of Northern Iowa. 

 

2006.  Licari, Michael J., Richard Braunstein, Julie Dolan, and Georgia Duerst-Lahti.   

"Participation of faculty at non-Ph.D. granting institutions in the Midwest Political 

Science Association" prepared for the president of the Midwest Political Science 

Association. 

 

2001.  Licari, Michael J.  Book Review of Public Health Law: Power, Duty, Restraint. by  

Lawrence O. Gostin.  The Law and Politics Book Review 11:190-4. 

 

1997.  Licari, Michael J.  Book Review of Hands Off: Why the Government is a Menace to  

Economic Health by Susan Lee.  Journal of Socio-Economics 26:557-62. 

  

Revise and Resubmits 
 

Licari, Michael J.  "Revenue or Regulation?  The Politics of State Cigarette Taxation"   

To be resubmitted to State Politics and Policy Quarterly. 

 

Submissions, Working Papers, and Other Research 
 

Licari, Michael J.  Penetrating the Smokescreen: The Politics of Smoking Regulation.  Book  

manuscript in progress for University of Northern Illinois Press. 

 

Licari, Michael J.  Who Gets What, When, and How: The Process and Politics of Public  

Budgeting.  Book proposal in preparation for Congressional Quarterly Press. 

 

Licari, Michael J.  "What Makes Them Tick(et)?: Enforcing Youth Access to Tobacco Laws"   

Working paper in preparation for submission. 

 

Conference Presentations 
 

"Comparing Regulatory Regimes to Reduce Smoking: Analyzing 13 OECD Countries"  Midwest  

Political Science Association Annual Meeting, April 2007. 

 

"Revenue or Regulation?  A Closer Look at State Cigarette Taxes"  Midwest Political Science  

Association Annual Meeting,  April 2006. 

 

 



"A Comparative Evaluation of State Regulatory Regimes to Reduce Smoking"  American  

Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September 2005. 

 

"Comparing Military Performance in World War II: An Application of Public Administration  

Theory"  Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, April 2005. 

 

"Reducing Youth Access to Tobacco: Variations in Regulatory Effectiveness"  Midwest Political  

Science Association Annual Meeting, April 2005. 

 

"Bureaucratic Enforcement Activity: Youth Access to Tobacco Regulation"  American Political  

Science Association Annual Meeting, September 2004. 

 

"What Makes Them Tick(et)?: Enforcing Youth Access to Tobacco Laws" Midwest Political  

Science Association Annual Meeting, April 2004. 

 

"The Condition of Community Streets and Parks: A Comparison of Resident and Nonresident  

Evaluations" Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, April 2004. 

 

"Great Expectorations: Risk Acceptance and Smoking Regulation Effectiveness" Midwest  

Political Science Association Annual Meeting, April 2003. 

 

"Smoking and the States: The State Politics of Regulatory Policy Adoption" Southern Political  

Science Association Annual Meeting, November 2002. 

 

"Comparative Policy Effectiveness: Smoking Regulation in 13 OECD Countries" Midwest  

Political Science Association Annual Meeting, April 2002. 

 

"Smoking and the States: The Politics of Clean Indoor Air Law Adoptions" American Political  

Science Association Annual Meeting, August 2001. 

 

"The Politics of State Cigarette Taxation" Midwest Political Science Association Annual  

Meeting, April 2001. 

 

"Comparative Policy Effectiveness: Smoking Regulation in 18 Industrial Democracies"  

American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September 2000.  

 

"Regulatory Instrument Effectiveness: Testing the Meier-Licari Model" American Political  

Science Association Annual Meeting, September 2000.  

 

"State Variations in Regulatory Success Without Government Enforcement: Why Compliance is  

Uneven"  Midwest Political Science Association Meeting, April 2000. 

 

"Regulatory Success Without Government Enforcement: State Clean Indoor Air Laws and  

Smoking"  American Political Science Association Meeting, September 1999. 

 

 



"Regulatory Success Without Enforcement: An Application of Duty Heuristics"  Midwest  

Political Science Association Meeting, April 1999. 

 

"Public Policy Design and Combining Policy Instruments: Further Tests"  Midwest Political  

Science Association Meeting, April 1998. 

 

"Public Policy Design: A Formal Assessment of Combining Regulatory Policy Instruments."   

American Political Science Association Meeting, August 1997, with Kenneth J. Meier. 

 

"Corporatism and Consensus Democracy: The Effects of Encompassing Organizations on  

Economic Performance in 18 Industrial Democracies."  American Political Science  

Association Meeting, August 1997. 

 

"Cutting Through the Smokescreen: Analyzing the Tobacco Subsystem in the US, the UK, and  

Canada." Midwest Political Science Association Meeting, April 1997. 

 

"Regulatory Policy When Behavior is Addictive: Smoking, Cigarette Taxes, and Bootlegging."   

American Political Science Association Meeting, August/September 1996, with Kenneth  

J. Meier. 

 

"Smoking and the States: The Politics of Tobacco, 1950-1990."  Midwest Political Science  

Association Meeting, April 1996. 

 

"Real Realism and the International Interaction Game."  Midwest Political Science Association  

Meeting, April 1995. 

 

Invited Conference and Research Presentations 

 

Presentation for Geography Department's colloquium: "Crossing State Lines: The  

Intergovernmental Nature of Smoking Regulation"  University of Northern Iowa, Oct. 28, 

2005. 

 

Invited Speaker for "Penetrating the Smokescreen" conference, University of Northern Iowa,  

September 2001. 

 

"State and Local Bureaucratic Enforcement: Implementing Youth Access to Tobacco Laws"   

Scientific Study of the Bureaucracy Conference, Texas A&M University, February 2001. 

 

"Regulation and Signaling: Beneficial Side-effects of Regulatory Instruments"  National Public  

Management Research Conference, Texas A&M University, December 1999. 

 

Other Conference Participation 
 

Discussan; Panel: Applications of Punctuated Equilibria.  Midwest Political Science Association  

Annual Meeting, April 2007. 

 



Chair; Panel:  Knowledge, Innovation, and Public Policy.  Midwest Political Science Association  

Annual Meeting, April 2005. 

 

Discussant; Panel:  Rethinking the Public Policy and Public Administration Nexus.  American  

Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September 2004 

 

Chair; Panel: Schools: Choices, Charters, and Children.  Midwest Political Science Association  

Annual Meeting, April 2004. 

 

Discussant; Panel: The Politics of Tobacco Policy.  Midwest Political Science Association  

Annual Meeting, April 2003. 

 

Discussant; Panel: Judicial Influence and Impact.  Southern Political Science Association Annual  

Meeting, November 2002. 

 

Discussant; Panel: Regulatory Politics and Effectiveness.  Midwest Political Science Association  

Annual Meeting, April 2002. 

 

Chair and Discussant; Panel: Politics and the Policy Process.  New York State Political Science  

Association Meeting, May 2001. 

 

Discussant; Panel: The Smoking Lamp is Out: The Politics of Tobacco.  Midwest Political  

Science Association Annual Meeting, April 2000. 

 

Chair and Discussant; Panel: Bureaucratic Performance.  New York State Political Science  

Association Meeting, April 2000. 

 

Chair and Discussant; Panel: Bureaucratic Policymaking and Implementation.  New York State  

Political Science Association, May 1999. 

 

Chair; Panel: Federal Programs: Local Help and Hindrance.  Midwest Political Science  

Association Annual Meeting, April 1999. 

 

Discussant; Panel: Bureaucratic Discretion and Implementation.  Midwest Political Science  

Association Annual Meeting, April 1998. 

 

Discussant; Panel: Comparative Public Policy.  Midwest Political Science Association Annual  

Meeting, April 1996  

   

Professional Activities, Experience, and Service 

 

2007:  Reviewer, Oxford University Press. 

 

2003-present:  Reviewer for the Journal of Politics. 

 

2005-present:  Chair, Committee on Non-PhD Granting Institutions, Midwest Political  



Science Association. 

 

2006:  Reviewer for Public Administration Review. 

 

2004:  Participant and Presenter, "Election 2004: What Did It Mean?" sponsored by Political  

Science department 

 

2004:  Facilitator for a Debate Watch, sponsored by the Commission on Presidential Debates  

and Political Science department. 

 

2004:  Manuscript Reviewer for Rutledge Press. 

 

2004:  Manuscript Reviewer for Longman Press. 

 

2003:  Grant proposal reviewer for the National Science Foundation. 

 

2002-2007:  Reviewer for the Policy Studies Journal. 

 

2002:  Manuscript Reviewer for Bedford-St. Martin's Press. 

 

2001-2002:  Public Policy Section Chair for the Midwest Political Science Association Annual  

Meeting 

 

2001:  Manuscript Reviewer for Addison Wesley Longman Press. 

 

2000:  Invited grant proposal reviewer for the National Cancer Institute of Canada 

 

2000:  Reviewer for the Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory 

 

2000-2005:  Reviewer for the State Politics and Policy Quarterly 

 

1999-present:  Member, Scientific Study of Bureaucracy research group. 

 

1999:  Invited grant proposal reviewer for the Tobacco-Related Disease Research Program,  

University of California 

 

1999:  Manuscript proposal reviewer for CQ Press 

 

1999-2003:  Reviewer for the American Politics Quarterly 

 

1998-2001:  Public Policy and Public Administration Section Chair and Executive Council  

member for the New York State Political Science Association 

 

1997-2002:  Reviewer for the Political Research Quarterly 

 

1995-2004:  Reviewer for the American Journal of Political Science 



  

Memberships in Professional Associations 
 

American Political Science Association 

Midwest Political Science Association 

 

Teaching Experience 
 

Undergraduate Courses Taught 

 

Public Health Policy.  Summer '05 

Introduction to Public Administration.  Spring '00, Fall '01, Spring '02. 

Public Budgeting.  Spring '02, Spring '03, Spring '04, Spring '05, Spring '06. 

Public Policy Process.  Spring '99, Spring '00, Spring '01, Fall '03, Fall '04, Fall '05, Fall '06 

Public Organizations.  Fall '01, Fall '02, Fall '03, Fall '04, Fall '05, Fall '06 

Public Personnel Administration.  Spring '05, Spring '06. 

Seminar in the American Policy Agenda.  Fall '97, Fall '98.   

Seminar in Policy Analysis.  Fall '00. 

Scope and Methods of Political Science.  Fall '02, Spring '03, Spring '04. 

 

Graduate Courses Taught 

 

Public Health Policy.  Summer '05 

Public Finance.  Spring '98, Fall '98, Fall '99, Fall '00. 

Public Budgeting.  Fall '97, Spring '99.  

Seminar in Time Series and Pooled Time Series Analysis.  Spring '98, Fall '99, Spring '01. 

Seminar in Policy Analysis.  Fall '00. 

Public Organizations.  Fall '01, Fall '02, Fall '03, Fall '04, Fall '05, Fall '06 

Public Policy Process.  Fall '03, Fall '04, Fall '05, Fall '06 

 

Community Service and Activities 

 

2007-present:  Cubmaster (Cub Scout Pack Leader) for Pack 56, Cedar Falls, IA. 

 

Summer 2006:  Coach, Cub Scout Combined Pack 56/152 Softball team, Cedar Falls, IA. 

 

Spring 2006:  Consulted with and advised, as SLGP Director, city of Cedar Rapids school  

district to help revise their social studies curriculum to reflect change in city government. 

 

2005-2007:  Cub Scout den leader: Den 4, Pack 56, Cedar Falls, IA. 

 

Fall 2005:  Co-hosted, as SLGP Director, a city council candidates' forum, Cedar Falls, IA city  

council elections. 

  

 

 



Department, College, and University Service at the University of Northern Iowa 
 

2007-present:  Member, Provost's Curriculum Task Force 

 

Summer 2006:  Acting Head, Department of Political Science (July 31-August 11). 

 

2006-2007:  Vice-chair of University Faculty Senate. 

 

2005-present:  College Representative, University Faculty Senate. 

 

2006-present:  University Committee on Parking (Multi-Modal Transportation Facility) 

 

2006-present:  University Faculty Senate's committee on Public Safety. 

 

2005-present:  University Faculty Senate's committee to revise constitution. 

 

Summer 2005:  Acting Department Head (July 25 through August 15) 

 

Fall 2005:  Member, Provost's Committee for Constitution Day. 

 

2005:  Member, Department's Public Administration Search Committee. 

 

2004-present:  Member, Department's Robinson Speaker's Fund Committee. 

 

2004-present:  College Representative, University Committee on Academic Program Review 

 

2004-present:  Chair, Department's Erma Plaehn Fund Committee 

 

2004-present:  Member, Political Science Department Professional Assessment Committee  

(Chair of committee 2004-2005) 

 

2003-present:  Member, State and Local Government Program Advisory Board 

 

2003-present:  Member, Masters of Public Policy Program Coordinating Committee 

 

2002-present:  Internship Coordinator, Department of Political Science 

 

2002-2006:  Chair, Department Curriculum Committee 

 

2002-2006:  Department Representative, CSBS Computer Advisory Committee (Chair of  

committee 2004-2006). 

 

2001-2006:  Member, Political Science Department Student Outcomes Assessment Committee 

 

2001-present:  Question writer and grader for Master in Public Policy program comprehensive  

exams 



 

2001-present:  Member, Department's American Politics/PA Faculty Committee 

 

2004-2005:  Alternate representative, CSBS Senate (represented department in Spring 2005) 

 

2004-2005:  Department representative, CSBS Professional Assessment Committee 

 

2003-2005:  Department Representative, Transfer Student Summer Advising Session 

 

2003-2005:  Member, Political Science Department Head Search Committee 

 

2003-2005:  Department Representative, On-line Plan of Study Initiative 

 

2003-2005:  Internship Coordinator, Masters of Public Policy Program 

 

2002-2004:  College Representative, Incoming Student Summer Orientation Program 

 

2002-2003:  Member, Department Public Administration Search Committee 

 

2002 (spring):  Faculty Representative, Football Program Recruiting Weekend 

 

2001-2002:  Member, Department Scholarship Committee 

 

Department, College, and University Service at Binghamton University 
 

2000:  Member, Methodology Search Committee 

 

1999:  Faculty Marshal for Social Sciences in Harpur College, 1999 Binghamton University  

Commencement 

 

1998-2000:  Faculty advisor for new student summer orientation 

 

1998:  Invited speaker for new faculty orientation program 

 

1997:  Program Facilitator for Harpur Forum series "Critical Issues Forum" 

 

1999:  Member, Assistant to the Public Administration Program Director Search Committee 

 

1998-1999:  Member, Department Graduate Committee 

 

1998:  Member, American Politics Search Committee 

 

1998:  Member, Initial Design Team for Department Website 

 

1997-2001:  Department Computer Lab and LAN Director 

 



1998-2001:  Member, Department Executive Committee 

 

1998-1999:  Member, Public Administration Program Committee 

 

Honors and Awards 
 

2006:  Nominated for the Midwest Political Science Association's Raymond Durr Award (for  

applying quantitative methods to a substantive problem).  Paper nominated was "Revenue 

or Regulation?  A Closer Look at State Cigarette Taxes"  presented at the Midwest 

Political Science Association Annual Meeting,  April 2006. 

 

2006:  Apple Polisher honoree, University of Northern Iowa Student Alumni Ambassadors 

 

2006:  Finalist, Administrative Development Program, University of Northern Iowa. 

 

2005:  Professional Development Assignment, University of Northern Iowa (effective Spring  

2007). 

 

2002: Dean's Summer Research Grant, University of Northern Iowa 

 

1997-1998: Graduate School Dissertation Fellowship from the University of Wisconsin- 

Milwaukee; declined. 

 

1994-1995: Foreign Language and Area Studies Academic Year Fellowship, University of  

Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 

 

1995: Foreign Language and Area Studies Summer Grant, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 


