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Research Methods Syllabus
Instructor:    Jack Yates







Office:  2077 Bartlett Hall
Office Hours:  MW 1:30 pm, T 10:30 am, and arrangement 



Phone:  273‑2051

Meeting Place:  Bartlett 17, 9 am MWF; and 9:30 – 10:20 T

Texts:
Celia Reaves, Quantitative Research for the Behavioral Sciences (CR), ISBN 0-471-61683-4
        
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th edition).  ISBN-13: 978-1-4338-0561-5

COURSE TOPICS
1.  How to design a psychological study (CR ch. 7-9; proposal)

2.  How to analyze psychological data (CR ch. 4-6 on correlation, descriptive and inferential statistics)

3.  Finding information on a psychological topic (CR ch. 11; bibliography)

4.  How to read journal articles (bibliography; proposal)

5.  The experimenter's dilemma ((CR ch. 12)

6.  Ethics of research on people (CR ch. 3)

7.  The nature of science (CR ch. 1-2)


TEST CALENDAR
Part I‑‑Elementary design, library research, and descriptive statistics. CR 4, 6-8, ch. 11.  

End of Week 8 (Friday): EXAM I‑‑100 points (bring a #2 pencil)

Part II‑‑Experimental design.  CR 3, 5, 7, 9, 12, 1, 2. Inferential stat.

  Finals Week: FINAL EXAM, 200 points (bring #2 pencil).  Check Registrar’s final exam schedule for time and day.

POLICIES
Tests and Grading
Students are responsible for providing their own #2 pencil for both major tests.

Tests for this course may include definition, short answer, true‑false, and multiple choice items, plus some short essay and essay questions.  There will be one major test, and a comprehensive final exam, as listed above.  The final exam will nominally have two sections, one comprehensive and one covering the last section of material.  It therefore counts as two exams.  Note that the exams are worth a total of 300 points.

Letter grades for tests and exercises are given only at the end of the course.  They are based on your percentage of total points achieved in the course on exams.  Usually, 90%=lowest A, 80%=lowest B, 70%=lowest C, 60%=lowest D.  These categories are further subdivided into pluses and minus.  Keep a running total of your test scores and the total possible points.  This way you can find your current letter grade by finding your percentage score and comparing it to the scale given above.

Attendance
After the second week of classes, attendance is taken daily.  Excused absences are those for which you present a medical excuse at your next attended class period, OR attendance at a school sanctioned event (notify me beforehand).  Class participation points will be reduced proportionately for each unexcused absence.  Students with excessive absences or erratic attendance will be (at instructor’s option) dropped from the class.  Keep me apprised of extenuating circumstances.

Out‑of‑Class Work
This work will consist of two major components, an annotated bibliography (which includes a complete notebook of your activities in building the bibliography) and a proposal which describes in detail a potential research project.  You will be given separate instructions concerning these projects.  Each is worth 100 points (equal to one test).

     All drafts of the bibliography and the proposal must be composed using MS Word (or compatible) and are submitted electronically.  

Overdue Assignments and Penalties
     In general no overdue bibliographies or proposals will be accepted, but keep me apprized of extenuating circumstances.  It is best to do work well before it is due.  Give yourself a "cushion" for major assignments, so you can deal with unexpected problems and delays.  They will occur.  You are expected to back up computer files frequently so that computer mishaps are not disastrous.

     At the instructor's option, there is a 2‑point penalty for failing to bring rough drafts to class on assigned dates, or for failing to do assigned out-of-class work.  While a single penalty is small enough to be insignificant, regular failure to complete assignments can have a significant impact on the final grade.

     Work that is carelessly edited (obvious typos, misspellings, poor grammar, organization, or punctuation) will not be graded.  It will be returned to you for reediting, with an automatic 5‑point penalty.  This work must be returned for grading within one week.


   In general, work not submitted by the last day of the semester will receive a grade of 0.

Teaching Assistants
You will work closely with a TA on your bibliography and proposal.  TA's are students who did well in this course, and they are here to give you a "helping hand."  Keep in mind that TA's are not expected to know all the answers, nor do they assign grades.  

Comments and Suggestions
Oral or written instructor and TA comments should be treated as suggestions and attempts to help, not commandments to be blindly followed.  Instructors and TA's can overlook problems and occasionally give advice that is misleading or incorrect!  Nevertheless, students make their own decisions about incorporating suggestions and advice into their work; consequently, students must take full responsibility for the work.

Summary of Points
Class Partic


   50  (attendance, “check points”, small assignments)

Tests



 300
 (mid-term = 100; final = 200)

Bibliography


 100

Proposal

      
100
Total 

      
      
550

This handout is designed to answer frequently asked questions.   


REFER TO IT OFTEN.

