
YELLOW MODEL 
(43 hrs) 

 
I. Cornerstone   6 hr Yearlong course that incorporates both written and oral communication, has strong 

academic content, and orients students to college life and expectations.   
 

II. Perspectives on Human Experience  
a. The Individual in Society (3 hr) 
b. Institutional Perspectives (3 hr) 
c. Thinking Critically about Being 

Human (3 hr) 

9 hr Courses to be taken years 1, 2, and 3.  One of these courses will be writing intensive.  
The Individual in Society course focuses on the individual—what it means to be a 
human being.  Could be taught from a variety of disciplinary perspectives: psychology, 
biology, sociology, philosophy, etc. 
 
Institutional Perspectives focuses on the institutions that humans create and how they 
function.  Could be taught from a variety of disciplinary perspectives: sociology, 
political science, education, history, religion, etc. 
 
Thinking Critically about Being Human will focus specifically on critical thinking 
using a variety of different disciplinary perspectives. 

III. American & Global Experience  
a. Global Humanities-2 course seq. (6 

hr) 
b. The American Experience: Diversity 

Issues in the U.S. (3 hr) 

9 hr Shift to Global Humanities away from focus only on Western culture to world 
cultures. 
 
Course on American Experience focused on diversity issues; can also be taught from a 
variety of different disciplinary perspectives. 

IV. The Scientific and Artistic 
Experience   

a. Quantitative applied course (3 hr) 
b. Scientific Literacy (3hr) + applied 

science lab (1 hr) 
c. Creative Thought and Expression (3 

hr) 

10 hr Quantitative applied course that focuses on how numbers are used to make arguments; 
includes some financial literacy education (taken in first year). 
 
Scientific literacy course focusing on how people do and understand science, how 
science is used to make arguments. Lab course to supplement Scientific Literacy 
course to emphasize critical thinking skills developed in the context of lab science. 
(year 2 or 3, opposite of Creative Thought course). 
 
Creative thought and expression course focusing on how people do and understand the 
creative process and creative pursuits.  Could be a class on appreciation and/or the 
doing of art, music, etc.  (Year 2 or 3, opposite of Scientific literacy course).  



V. The Integration of Experiences   
 

9 hr These courses will be organized around themes that take the same idea, theme, or topic 
and approach them from different disciplinary perspectives.  Since every academic 
discipline and field has different ways of approaching the creation/construction/ 
discovery of knowledge and information, seeing a specific idea or topic from a variety 
of different perspectives will enhance students’ ability to see “the big picture,” and to 
recognize that approaching a problem or idea from different perspectives is crucial to 
becoming an educated person and a productive member of society.  In addition, 
students who are able to understand multiple aspects of a problem will be able to be 
more successful in a rapidly changing world where flexibility, innovation and 
creativity are crucial job skills.  
 
Each theme will consist of at least 5 courses, 3 of which a student must take. Courses 
should come from at least two different colleges, from more than three different 
academic departments or programs. One of these courses could be in a student’s major 
OR minor (which would then double count in the LAC and the major OR minor).  
Students should choose their theme by the second semester of their sophomore year. 
 

• One of these courses will be writing intensive. 
• One of these courses will give students research, hands-on creative experience 

or service-learning. 
• To be taken years 2-4. 
• All of these courses must be available for all students, no matter what their 

major. 
• Courses should have no prerequisites, unless the prerequisite is a course 

already in the LAC. 
 

 
 

 TOTAL
43 hr. 

 

 


