
Liberal Arts Core Review Steering Committee (LAC-RSC) 

Meeting Minutes 

April 7, 2010 

 

Present:  Chatham-Carpenter, Davidson, Heistad, Hill, Kirmani, Rudy, Smith 

 

Absent:  Arthur, Dise, Morgan, Patton, van Wormer  

 

Hill informed the Committee that Arthur may not be attending the meeting.  Since Hill 

had not talked to Arthur regarding the fall faculty workshop, it would be discussed at 

another meeting.   

 

Related to the Cornerstone course, Chatham-Carpenter told the Committee that there 

are two questions she has.  One question is whether or not Cornerstone is supposed to 

be connected to the LAC.  Chatham-Carpenter added that she doesn’t know that and 

the Committee doesn’t know that.  Her second question was if it were part of the new 

LAC, what things would the Committee like to see considered as the course is being 

developed into the various forms it could take.  She said that any recommendations 

would be taken back to the First Year Council.  Chatham-Carpenter added that it seems 

that what we want at UNI is to have the course be academically rigorous, for credit, and 

taught by faculty, which research has shown is better.  In terms of types of things that 

have been done, the UCC and faculty senate do not support any credit bearing classes 

that are not what they consider to be academically rigorous, however, there are 

differences in perceptions as to what that means.   

 

Smith mentioned that he would prefer a first year course rather than a first year 

requirement, which could be similar to the Capstone requirement where there are 

different courses, all of which have to do certain things.  He added that an example the 

design team had would be making sure that students have information literacy, which 

means knowing about the library, online sources, e-mail, word processing and in 

addition financial literacy.  Smith also talked about the need for reading and critical 

thinking skills.  Chatham-Carpenter mentioned that there will be 20 sections of College 

Writing and Research for first year students this fall.  Hill added that she would see a 

first year experience course looking like a primarily academic-focused course that had 

part of its agenda that would get students used to what it’s like to be in college and then 

decide what material is important to have in such a course.  Additional discussion 

followed related to faculty’s ability to teach the course, the need for the course to meet 

certain goals related to the LAC and possible partnership with other faculty in 

developing the course. 

 

Hill reminded the Committee of the Friday, April 7 brown bag with Jim Zaffiro from 

Central College.  She also reminded the Committee of the breakfast with Peter Stearns 

on April 16. 

 



Related to the goals and framework document from the March work session, Davidson 

mentioned that she listened to a webinar that reinforced her thinking about the Four 

“C”s.  A brief discussion took place about the descriptors and categories used in LAC-RSC 

goals/framework document.  Davidson said those were put out there as a starting point 

and discussion starters and could be edited and changed.  Regarding the Five “C”s   

Smith noted that he thought the knowledge portion of the goals was underdeveloped 

and that he had a concern that a commonly sited goal for general education programs is 

to prepare students for citizenship responsibilities and that does not get enough 

attention and that it is important to include that.  Smith added that not enough 

attention is paid to teaching students to read and at some point that should be directly 

addressed.  Extended discussion followed. 

 

Chatham-Carpenter asked if a smaller group could get together and create a draft of the 

current document that would be for the LAC.  She added that she has a concern with the 

end of the semester coming.  Hill commented that the Committee needs to be clear 

about what it is it wants students to be able to do from the LAC in order to determine 

what kinds of courses need to be included, and what kind of structure needs to be in the 

LAC.  Smith suggested focusing on writing, math, oral communication and first year 

experience first and address humanities and social sciences later.  Whether to deliver 

the revised information in parts or not was also briefly discussed.  At the conclusion, it 

was decided that Chatham-Carpenter, Davidson, Heistad, Rudy and Smith would serve 

as the subcommittee and Smith would call the meeting. 

 

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, April 14, in the SIAC Conference Room. 


