
Liberal Arts Core Review Steering Committee (LAC-RSC) 

Meeting Minutes 

December 1, 2009 

 

Present:  Arthur, Chatham-Carpenter, Dise, Heistad, Hill, Morgan, Rudy 

 

Absent:  Davidson, Kirmani, Patton, Smith, van Wormer 

 

Draft minutes from the November 13, 2009 meeting were approved with no changes. 

 

The Committee reviewed Arthur’s draft of the UNIOnline announcement related to 

brown bag lunches.  After some changes, the announcement was finalized for posting. 

 

Arthur reported that she met with Kristin Moser regarding the student and faculty 

surveys.  Arthur provided an example of an introduction describing the LAC that Moser 

had suggested for the student survey.  Moser had two students review the introduction 

as well.  After some discussion, the Committee agreed not to include this type of 

introduction.  Rudy commented that a presentation is given at orientation regarding 

what the Liberal Arts Core is.  Dise noted that the survey results could serve as a form of 

assessment to see what Liberal Arts Core information students retain from orientation.   

The Committee agreed that the survey would be administered as soon as IRB is 

finalized.  Arthur added that Moser is checking on any confidentiality issues related to 

asking students if they would have an interest in participating in focus groups.  A brief 

discussion took place regarding the Committee’s preferences for demographic 

information related to the student survey. 

 

A conversation took place regarding the relationship between the Strategic Planning 

Committee and the LAC-RSC.  It was agreed that the Strategic Planning Committee 

should be aware of the LAC-RSC, what the LAC-RSC is doing and where the process is 

going.  Arthur and Hill agreed that they could meet with the Strategic Planning 

Committee to give an update of the plans the LAC-RSC already has underway.  Rudy 

noted that the Strategic Planning Committee touched on the Liberal Arts Core, but is 

mainly gathering information regarding the Liberal Arts Core from various groups.  It 

was also determined that a joint meeting with the Liberal Arts Core Committee would 

be productive.  Morgan will present this idea to the LACC.  Hill added that the LACC 

would be a good resource for focus of Liberal Arts Core discussions. 

 

A comment was made that some departments are looking ahead to Fall 2010 schedules.  

The Committee agreed to keep the Noon time open. 

 

Arthur distributed calendars for Spring 2010, noting LAC-RSC meeting dates.  Hill 

reminded the Committee that Peter Stearns would be making his presentation on 

campus on Thursday, April 15.  A discussion took place regarding brown bag 

presentations.  ITTC 134/136 was mentioned as a location for the presentations since 



the Committee would like to video tape and stream the presentations on the web.  

Arthur said she would talk to Jason Vetter regarding the arrangements for technology.  

The dates proposed were as follows: 

January 25 (kickoff), 28 

February 8 or 15 and February 22 

March 5, 29 

April 9, 26 

 

It was noted that Rudy will present at the January 25 kickoff, as well as on January 28. 

Hill and Morgan will present on the Grand Valley State LAC model in February and Smith 

would like to present a session on Core Knowledge, with van Wormer possibly 

presenting a session on Central College in Pella.   It was also noted that information 

from the QEP documents, FOE, as well as the issue of intersectionality would be good 

topics to cover.  A meeting focusing on the QEP documents would be arranged prior to 

the brown bag in order to discuss the documents and decide on the order of 

presentation.  The Committee agreed that Arthur and Hill would assign out materials 

from the “College Learning for the New Global Century.” 

 

Other options related to future brown bags included bringing in someone from an 

employer that deals directly with students, possibly from somewhere such as John 

Deere and coordinating a presentation with colleges when they have alumni come visit.   

 

The Committee decided to have Cheryl set up a listserv for sharing documents. 

 

Arthur informed the Committee that Provost Gibson will be attending the next LAC-RSC 

meeting.  

 

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, January 13, 2010 in the SIAC 

Conference Room.   

 

 


