
Liberal Arts Core Review Steering Committee (LAC-RSC) 

Meeting Minutes 

October 23, 2009 

 

Present:  Dise, Heistad, Hill, Kirmani, Morgan, Patton, Rudy, Smith, van Wormer 

 

Absent:  Arthur, Chatham-Carpenter, Davidson 

 

Hill informed the Committee that Arthur and Provost Gibson would not be attending the 

meeting, as they were called into a meeting with President Allen. 

 

Heistad moved for approval of the October 9, 2009 minutes, Dise seconded.  Minutes 

were unanimously approved. 

 

It was mentioned that the LAC-RSC charge document is on the docket for the Monday, 

10/26, University Faculty Senate meeting.  It was noted that because of other docket 

items to be discussed at the meeting, the charge document may not be reviewed. 

 

Hill distributed Chatham-Carpenter’s edited draft of the Faculty Survey on the Liberal 

Arts Core.  The Committee agreed with the revisions that had been made.  After further 

review of the edited draft, the Committee agreed that portions of Chatham-Carpenter’s 

suggested additions to the survey could be a good starting part for a second survey.  Hill 

said that the first survey is designed to answer the question “Do we need to revise the 

LAC?”  Smith added that the first survey would be diagnostic, while a second survey 

would focus on the design of the LAC. 

 

Additional discussion regarding the faculty survey took place, including adding 

“neutral/don’t know” choices to the some of the response scales.  Hill noted that this 

survey should be easy to get out and get back and that she would have a final draft by 

the 10/30 meeting. 

 

Hill distributed Arthur’s list of questions for students for review and discussion.  Heistad 

suggested that some of the same questions from the faculty survey could be adapted to 

fit the student survey in order to compare answers.  The Committee agreed that this 

would be useful and decided which questions from the faculty survey should be 

included.  Additional discussion followed. 

 

Hill noted that Kristin Moser could be contacted regarding the student population to be 

included in the survey.  Brief discussion followed regarding other ways of including the 

appropriate student groups.  

 

Hill said that given the comments of the Committee, she would construct a draft of the 

student survey. 

 



At the conclusion of the meeting, Hill asked the Committee to think about the charge 

document as it relates to people hosting events such as brown bag lunches, bringing in 

speakers, etc., in order to get faculty and students together regarding the LAC.  Having 

faculty focus groups for those who do and also those who do not teach in the LAC was 

mentioned.  Using the same format as the Strategic Planning meeting was also 

mentioned.  The Committee agreed that any activities would be based on whether or 

not there is a budget.  It was suggested that the Provost’s Office would be a possible 

source for funding.  Patton said that the Registrar’s might be able to help out. 

 

The next meeting will be held on October 30, 2009 in the SIAC Conference room. 

 

 


