
Liberal Arts Core Review Steering Committee (LAC-RSC) 

Meeting Minutes 

January 13, 2010 

 

Present:  Arthur, Chatham-Carpenter, Davidson, Dise, Heistad, Hill, Kirmani, Morgan,  

Smith, van Wormer 

 

Absent:  Patton, Rudy  

 

Arthur announced that due to the CNS and CHFA meetings that are being held, Provost 

Gibson would not be attending the meeting.  The Provost will attend at the next 

available time. 

 

Arthur informed the Committee that the surveys would be up by Tuesday of next week, 

after the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.  Arthur had been working on IRB details and it 

was decided to move forward with the survey.  If the Committee decides to make a 

presentation or write a paper based on the survey results, there is a process to get 

approval to use already collected data.  Moser needs to have IT sign off on the survey 

and will take care of announcing the survey in UNIOnline.  The Provost’s Office will take 

care of e-mailing all faculty and Arthur will ask Rudy if NISG would send an e-mail 

inviting students to participate.  The survey will left up for two weeks.  Moser said that 

most of the results come within the first four days and a reminder prompt will be sent.  

Moser’s students tried the survey and depending on what was typed in the free-form 

boxes, the survey took less than five minutes.  A form asking if students would be 

interested in participating in focus groups was also included in the survey. 

 

Arthur informed the Committee that UNI has decided to participate in the HLC 

Assessment Academy that starts out with a workshop in Chicago.  Originally the 

workshop was meant for those participating in the First Year Council and it was then 

decided that it would be a good idea to include some people from the LAC-RSC, since 

assessment issues are always a big issue in general education and LAC courses have a lot 

of first year students.  Arthur asked who would be interested in participating.  After 

some discussion, it was decided that Arthur, Heistad and Smith would attend, along with 

Chatham-Carpenter who is going as part of the First Year Council. 

 

Morgan shared with the Committee that she had a conversation with Donna Vinton 

regarding the workshop and Donna had reservations, as there wasn’t much included in 

the materials Vinton has that directly mentioned the workshop, as opposed to the 

workshop Morgan, Vinton and Bev Kopper attended two summers ago.  She added that 

there was more at the previous workshop related to actually getting the assessment 

process going.  Morgan said there is also some confusion as to who would be attending 

the workshop as well as organizing, focusing and keeping people on track.  She added 

that Vinton had only received pre-workshop materials.  Arthur responded that this 

might be because it hadn’t been decided who from the LAC-RSC would be participating 

and that the entire team would most likely be addressed with additional materials all at 

once.  Morgan mentioned that Brenda Bass is involved with the LAC in SBS and might be 

interested in participating in the workshop also.  After brief discussion, Arthur said she 

would contact Bass. 



 

Smith talked about structuring a group that would take accountability for assessment.  

He said that after the last HLC workshop he attended information was taken back to the 

colleges, but not the University as a whole.  Dise asked if the idea is to develop 

assessment procedures and instruments for the LAC as a whole or components of the 

LAC, as the Provost was very specific with the Humanities faculty that she wanted 

assessment procedures and instruments developed for Humanities 1-2-3 this semester.  

Hill responded that one of the parts of the Committee’s charge is to develop assessable 

goals for the LAC as a whole and then when it is determined that the LAC should do “X” 

things, then this would help determine how to assess the pieces of the LAC.  Discussion 

followed. 

 

Arthur informed the Committee that the Provost has allotted $1,500 to be used for 

Committee expenses related to brown bags, bringing guest speakers in, buying books to 

read/share, etc.  van Wormer shared that she had been in touch with her contact in 

Political Science at Pella who said he would be happy to help in any way he can.   April 9 

was set as the date for van Wormer’s presentation.  It was also decided to try a 3:30 

time for the January 28 brown bag presentation with Jake and Siobahn related to peer 

institutions’ LAC models.  Additional discussion took place regarding Jake and Siobahn’s 

presentation, as well as the calendar for future presentations. 

 

Arthur mentioned that with talk about diversity issues on campus, as well as strategic 

planning and integrating issues of diversity, one of the buzz topics in LAC planning is 

intercultural competence.  After additional discussion, the Committee agreed that 

Arthur would present on this topic for the April 26 brown bag. 

 

Davidson mentioned the Qualities of an Educated Person project and whether or not it 

is something the Committee feels should be reviewed again.  After some discussion, the 

Committee agreed that Hill would contact Ira Simet and Jerry Soneson to see if they 

would be interested in presenting on the QEP in February.  The Committee asked 

Chatham-Carpenter if she would be interested in presenting on the FOE results of first-

year students and it was agreed that she will present on February 15.  Conducting a 

presentation related to the faculty/student survey results and an all-faculty meeting was 

also mentioned.  After additional discussion related to brown bag events, the 

Committee decided to run an additional UNIOnline announcement requesting ideas for 

presentation topics. 

 

There was additional conversation regarding the QEP documents, as well as the Liberal 

Arts Core.  Hill noted that it would be important to let people know that the Committee 

is not looking at taking courses that are already in the LAC and re-arranging them, but 

rather developing  new courses that could be collaborated on.  Regarding the QEP 

project, it was noted that a panel presentation with Soneson, as well as Chris Ogbondah, 

Greg Bruess and Michael Blackwell who also worked on the QEP project might be of 

interest. 

 

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, January 20, 2010 in the SIAC 

Conference Room.   


