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For the fiscal year 2009, the [owa Mathematics & Science Education Partnership (IMSEP) is soliciting
project proposals. Awards are for one year with renewal pending approval and continued appropriation.
Applicants are asked to prepare proposals targeting one of three categories. Estimated amounts are
merely suggestive, not requirements.

1. Exploratory or Planning ($50,000/year): for new projects, the continuation of small scale projects,
or to support the development of a plan for projects that target objectives of the IMSEP.

2. Advanced ($100,000/year): Projects that support the objectives of the IMSEP; partnerships
involving at least two of lowa’s public universities are preferred.

3. Systemic ($200,000/year): Major projects preferably involving all three Regent universities in
partnership, and which directly support multiple objectives of the IMSEP.

Principal investigator must be a Regent university employee. Partnerships with education professionals in
public and private sectors (community and private colleges, AEAs, LEAs, local or state government,
nonprofits, business, industry, nonformal educational entities) are encouraged. Leveraging of resources in
addition to that provided by IMSEP is encouraged.

All proposals will be reviewed by a panel comprised of Regent university faculty and other math/science
education professionals. Final funding recommendations will be made to the Director by the Executive
Board based on review panel ranking, overall program priorities, and availability of funds.

Successful proposals will explicitly support (and evaluate their contribution to) one or more of the goals
and objectives of the IMSEP (following page). The proposal must explicitly address these goals (and
enumerated objectives) and provide details on assessment and evaluation data that will measure their
attainment.
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The Iowa Board of Regents, in recognition of the growing shortage of mathematics and science teachers,
the declining performance and interest in science and math among students, and the growing need for
well-educated citizens who can thrive in a global economy, charged UNI President Benjamin Allen with
leading a Regents universities collaborative initiative to address these challenges. Funded by the lowa
Legislature beginning in fiscal year 2009, the lowa Mathematics & Science Education Partnership
establishes programs to: a) increase the number of quality science and math teachers, b) prepare
community college STEM educators, and c) enhance school science and math instruction through real
world internships for teachers, and through promotion of Project Lead The Way. Other components of the
Initiative include mentorship plans for new teachers, curriculum development, re-configured licensing
programs, and a consulting function for policy-makers.

Additionally, the IMSEP intends to financially support projects across the state that help achieve the
Initiative goals and objectives. This request for proposals represents that component.
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1. To improve mathematics and science performance of lowa students. Collaborative Initiative

2. To prepare more high-quality mathematics and science teachers for Iowa’s schools.

3. To promote statewide collaboration and coordination.
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1. Double the number of pre-K through 12 and community college math and science
teachers produced by lowa universities in 3 to 5 years.

2. Decrease the number of unlicensed math and science teachers in lowa.

3. Decrease the attrition rate for math and science teachers in lowa.

4. Increase the quality and quantity of science and mathematics coursework available to
students pre-K through 12 and at community colleges.

5. Improve the content and pedagogical knowledge of lowa math and science teachers
pre-K through 12, community colleges and the Regent universities.

6. Increase the ethnic, racial and socioeconomic diversity of math and science teachers in
[owa.

7. Improve the performance of lowa pre-K through 16 students in math and science
courses.

8. Increase the number and diversity of students who major in math and science fields at
lowa’s Regent universities.

9. Enhance collaboration among the Regent institutions, community colleges, pre-K
through 12 systems, governmental bodies and private sector within the state of lowa.

10. Leverage taxpayer investment in math and science education.

Additional information regarding the lowa Mathematics & Science Education Partnership can be found at
www.lowamathscience.org. Please direct questions, comments and proposals to:

Jeffrey Weld, PhD

Director, IMSEP

18 Ctr for Energy & Environmental Education
University of Northern lowa

Cedar Falls, lowa 50614

Ph: 319-273-2723

e-mail: IMSEP@uni.edu
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Application Cover Sheet

Applicant:

Board of Regents, State of lowa

Mathematics and
Science Education
Collaborative Initiative

(mailing address) (city)

Applicant’s Organization:

(state) (zip code)

(mailing address) (city)

Phone Number: E-mail

(state) (zip code)

(area code)
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Address, phone & e-mail of contact person:

I
4roject Title:

Is this an extension of an existing project, or a proposed project?

Amount Requested: $

Source(s) and amounts of additional support (not required)

Total Project cost for FY 2009 $

Duration of Planned Project *

Brief Description of Math and/or Science Education Project:

Please send two copies of application (one paper, and one electronic) to: Jeffrey Weld, Director, lowa
Mathematics & Science Education Partnership, 18 Ctr. for Energy & Environmental Education, UNI,

Cedar Falls, lowa 50614 [IMSEP@uni.edu]

*Multi-year projects will be subject to annual report review and will depend on continued appropriation.
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Principal investigator must be a Regent university employee. Partnerships with education professionals in public
and private sectors (community and private colleges, AEAs, LEAs, local or state government, nonprofits,
business, industry, nonformal educational entities) are encouraged. Proposal must clearly support the goal(s)
and objective(s) of the lowa Mathematics & Science Education Partnership:

Proposal consists of:

¥

¥

The completed Application Cover Sheet.

A clear project description—including 1) a rationale based on a review of relevant literature; 2) a discussion
of how the project supports IMSEP goal(s) and objective(s); 3) the identification of individuals involved; 4)
the project timeline; and 5) how the project will be accomplished.

A statement describing any inter-university collaboration related to the project; or other collaborations.

A statement describing any reach to under-served regions of lowa or to under-represented populations in
math and science.

A plan for project evaluation and for disseminating results.

Information on project continuation after the grant period concludes, if relevant.

The project budget—narrative and spreadsheet, including information on funds from other sources
(leveraged funds-encouraged but not required) and a detailed allocation of funds requested from the IMSEP.
Budget should clearly break out expenses by categories, including salaries, benefits, equipment, supplies,
travel, graduate assistants, undergraduate assistants, hourly rates, contractual, and other (specify). Indirect
cost of 8 percent is allowed. Funds must be spent by June 30, 2009. NOTE: For a multi-year proposal,

provide annual budgets. Multi-year funding is contingent upon annual review that is ascertained through an annual
report, and on continued appropriation.

Format: 11 pt. font or larger, 1 inch margins or greater. Single or double space.

A maximum of twelve pages permitted, excluding Cover Sheet and budget spreadsheet.

Applicants should note deadlines and award dates:
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July 15, 5:00pm August 8
December 31, 5:00pm February 1

All funds must be spent by June 30, 2009






