Ethics in Communication 
(COMM 4236:80/CAP 3128:80)
June Term (June 10 -- July 5), 2013, M,T,W,Th,F 9:50 a.m. – 12 noon
University of Northern Iowa / Lang Hall 345

Instructor:  Dr. Christopher Martin    
Office:  326 Lang Hall	 			Office Hours: and by appt.
Tel:  (319) 273-6118				Mailbox:  326 Lang Hall
E-mail:  christopher.martin@uni.edu 			Blog: www.mediacrit.com
Course web site:  www.uni.edu/martinc/ethics.html.  
Also see course eLearning web site.

UNI Catalog Description

Exploration of ethical dimensions and dilemmas in the field of communication. 

Goal:  Over the course of the term, we will often be formulating decisions on ethical dilemmas in communications.  With practice and a more informed philosophical approach (gained through research of a number of classical ethical perspectives), we should be making better decisions by the end of the course, and be able to take those skills directly into real-world communication situations.

Texts  
Mass Communication Ethics: Decision Making in Postmodern Culture, 2/e, Leslie, 2004 | Allyn & Bacon | Paper; 336 pp |  ISBN-10: 0205561063 | ISBN-13: 9780205561063

· There may be additional handouts and readings added to the course WebCT site.

Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	Week 1
June 10

	Introductions/Defining Ethics/Your Ethical Philosophy/Ethical Decision-making

Case Study Discussions
	Ch. 1, 2



	June 11
	Philosophical Foundations:  Plato, Aristotle, Abelard, St. Thomas Aquinas, Bacon

Case Study Discussions

	Ch. 3, 4

	June 12
	Philosophical Foundations: Machiavelli, Hobbes, Voltaire, Spinoza, Kant, Mill

Case Study Discussions
	Ch. 5, 6

	June 13 
	Philosophical Foundations:  Schopenhauer, Durkheim 

Case Study Discussions

Review
	Ch. 7

	June 14
	Exam 1
	

	Week 2
June 17
	Philosophical Foundations:  Sartre, Rand, Kohlberg, Gilligan, Islam, Buddhism, Judeo-Christian Tradition, 
Philosophical Foundations:  Foucault, Baudrillard

Case Study Discussions
	Ch. 8, 9


	June 18
	Rand:  The Fountainhead (1949)
	

	June 19
	Sartre: The Counterfeiters (2007)
	

	June 20
	Kohlberg: John Q (2002)
	

	June 21
	Exam 2
	

	Week 3
June 24 
	Ethics in Journalism 


	Ch. 10
Course Web page:  SPJ, APME, RTNDA Codes of Ethics

	June 25
	Ethics in Advertising/PR
	Ch. 11

	June 26
	Ethics in the Book, Recording, Radio, TV, and Film Industries
	Ch. 12, 13

	June 27
	New Media Ethics
	Ch. 14

	June 28
	Exam 3
	

	Week 4
July 1
	Business, Organizational, and Labor Ethics 
	Readings TBA

	July 2
	Environmental and Civic Ethics: GasLand (2010)
	

	July 3
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Environmental and Civic Ethics: The Keystone Pipeline project and global warming
	Short Paper: Argument Analysis

	July 4
	No Class – Independence Day 

	

	July 5
	Exam 4
	



Graded Elements
 
· Exams (4):  These will cover the philosophers/philosophies for guiding ethical decision-making and applications of ethical philosophies to communication situations. 
· Presentation: An oral/multimedia presentation. 

Grading

Attendance/Participation						10%
Exams: 20% each x 4						80%
Short Paper							10%

The final course grade is on a standard 100-point scale with 10-point grade intervals and plus/minus.  
A= 94-100	C+=77-79		D-=60-63
A-= 90-93		C=74-76		F=59 and below
B+=87-98		C-=70-73
B=84-86		D+67-69
B-=80-83		D=64-66

Attendance:  
1. The whole purpose of the class is to get together and learn from one another's insights and ideas.  Those who choose to spend their time elsewhere will deprive the rest of us of their presence and contribution to class discussion.  
2. All planned absences that are related to UNI's educational programs must be arranged in writing at least one week ahead of time.  For each planned absence you will do an extra assignment.
3. Otherwise, each class you miss, you will reduce your course grade by 3%.  More than 3 absences (regardless of the nature of the absence, UNI-related or not, planned or not, emergencies, etc.) results in "F" for the course.  Absences due to emergencies must be proven and will also require an extra assignment. 


Cell phones/texting in class: Please turn off your phone and put it away.  Anyone texting in class will be marked as “absent.” 

Attendance Policy
As noted in the UNI Catalog, “Students are expected to attend class, and the responsibility for attending class rests with the student. Students are expected to learn and observe the attendance rules established by each instructor for each course. Instructors will help students to make up work whenever the student has to be absent for good cause; this matter lies between the instructor and student. Whenever possible, a student should notify the instructor in advance of circumstances which prevent class attendance.” (http://catalog.uni.edu/generalinformation/academicregulations/)  Attendance will be recorded for this course, and all unexcused absences will figure into the final grade.

Academic Misconduct
Plagiarism, cheating, improperly sourced work, and other academic misconduct will not be tolerated.  The UNI Catalog is clear on this: “Students at the University of Northern Iowa are required to observe the commonly-accepted standards of academic honesty and integrity. Except in those instances in which group work is specifically authorized by the instructor of the class, no work which is not solely the student's is to be submitted to a professor in the form of an examination paper, a term paper, class project, research project, or thesis project. Cheating of any kind on examinations and/or plagiarism of papers or projects is strictly prohibited. Also unacceptable are the purchase of papers from commercial sources, using a single paper to meet the requirement of more than one class (except in instances authorized and considered appropriate by the professors of the two classes), and submission of a term paper or project completed by any individual other than the student submitting the work. Students are cautioned that plagiarism is defined as the process of stealing or passing off as one's own the ideas or words of another, or presenting as one's own an idea or product which is derived from an existing source.” 

See the UNI Catalog for full details (http://catalog.uni.edu/generalinformation/academicregulations/).

Disability Services
The University of Northern Iowa is an Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Institution.  The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) provides protection from illegal discrimination for qualified individuals with disabilities.  Students with disabilities and other special needs should feel free to contact the instructor if there are services or adaptations that can be made to accommodate specific needs.  Check with the Office of Student Disability Services at 103 Student Health Center (273-2677) for further information.  Also see http://www.uni.edu/sds/.


