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Tiee to Stapecosch Trawelers summarizes utsgecoach services In frontier
lowa. This simulstsd travel guide contsns stage schedules and fares. It
sdvites passengen about the kinds of clothing to take on tripa. 1t informas
travelers about inns, hotels, and meali available at station stops. It warnd
passengers of some of the hazards in traveling through lowa.

This guide describes the jobs of the stege crews as wiell a3 the coaches umed
by lowa linei. It slso outlines the importance of mail contracts 1o @ tege
company. Stage line and hatel advertisernents from frontier newapapars and
directories are Included in the guide. From thete the reader can infer compe-
tition emong itege compandes and hotels for the pastengers” trade.

DEPARTURE TIME

The stage schedules are printed in the leading newspapers. Study the
schedules closely. Some stages run daily, with the exception of Sunday,
Othery leawe only three danys 3 wesk-Monday, Wednesday and Friday, Some
leave only once or Dwice & week to solated parts of lowa,

Check the exact departure time when you by your tcket, Many tsge
drivers like to leave early in the moming. Your cosch may depart at 4 am,
el certainly by T asm. Drivers want 10 howve a5 much daylight travel &
possible, Might travel i ungafe. The night waveler s fomunate with a full
froon on a clear night. Howewer, most drivers avold night trips,

FARES

Stagecoach fares change from sesson to season. They vary from region
to region. One stage line operating in & single area results in high fares, If
DD cOMmpaniel run costhes over the tamé rasd, then Fares are reduced, The
loweit fares average five cents a mile, The higheit fares awerage ten cents a
rmile. Typical stage fares are given below:

Froem To Fare
Davenport Dubsiigsn 850
lowa City Des Moires 10,00
Des Moines Council Bluffs 11,00
Keokul Des Moines 15,00

Burlington lowa City 7.00



STAGECOACH STATIONS

Stations are located every 10 to 16 miles slong the stage router. At esch
station the horses are changed. When the stage arrives, the tired homss ane
unhitched. Freth ones, already harnessed. are hitched in their places. The
changs i1 made in one of Dwd minues.

Maals are served at the stationi. Many also have sleeping sccommadations,
Even & brial ttop permit passanger 1o melax. You can gt out of the stage
and gtratch, You will be able to drink fresh water. Each station stop has
tailet facklities for both men and wemen,

The station sgent and his family enjoy meeting the patsengeri. |n isolated
Lpoty, the stege is their only contact with the outside world,

THE COACH

The new ovalshaped Concord cosches sre now in Weitern sefvice, They
weigh 2500 pounds and coat §1,200-51,%00. They are brightly painted.
Clive green or vermillion red are the favorite colors. The panels are sdorned
with paintings of landscapes or noted histonical characters, Nine paisengars
can ba geated in them--3 paitengérs to a seat. They are made of hardwood,
iron, bras, and oxhide leather, They are suspended on heavy straps of
leather. Some firms use the Trow coach and the Celerity wagon. The Troy
casch I8 solidly built and caries ning passengers. The Celerity wagon i
lghter in weight, While not & good for daytime travel & the Concord, the
wpholstered eats of the Celerity sre wellguited to nighttime travel, None of
the cosch ityles, howeved, sré fucted to winter travel, There i o way to
haat the stage. Hewy tnow Blocks their use for the moniths of Jenuary and
February, if not Decemibwer,



CLOTHING

Stage travelers are advised to wear old clothing. Wear something you do
not mind getting dusty, muddy, or wrinkled. Ladies will want calico or
gingham dresses, Jackets or coats will be needed early in the morning, even
in the summer, Winter travel calls for warmer clothing., Men should wear
clothes suited for work, They may have to help put on a whesl or pull the
cosch out of a mudhole,

Ladies may wear a veil to keep out the dust. Men may want to use a
bandanna ower the nose.

In codd westher uie & hot soapstone o keep your fest warm. Wrap
yoursell in & rabe or buffalo hide, Put your hands in a warm muff. For an
extra fen, the stage line will supply the soapstone and the buffale robae.

Check with your stage line a5 to the amount of luggage you may take
on board. It may wary from 25 to B0 pounds. If the stage has a heavy mail
shipment, passengers may not take as much luggage.

WARNING

Many stagecosch pastengers sre robbed while in unfamiliar towns.
Thieves are found near stage depots, hotels, and taverns, Many even ricke the
stage waiting their chance to rob prospercus-looking pessengers. Ofen the
boys who take your baggage to a hotel will steal from you if you give them
a chance. If you carry large sums of money, buy a money belt Yeou mighe
tecure your valuables in your luggage.

THE FARMER'S HOME

A New Hotel in Sioux City, lowa

The undersigned takes pleasure in announcing Lo the public generally
that he has just erecied and furnished one of Uhe largest Hotel baildings on
Ui upper Missour, and that he is prepared Lo accommodale the traveling
public in as good etyle as at any house west of 81, Louis.

Boarders can be accommodated with good rooms, or have board without
lodging.

Ho pains will be spared to render all comfortable who may stop at the
“Farmer's Home, " and reasosnable charges may be axpecied.

The Hotel iz located on Doogles Strest, near the Steamboeat Landing.

Gioand stabling furnished for teams,

Sloux Cily, July 8, 1553 o, Borsch




MEALS

The stage traveler will find many kinds of mesls in orosing lowa. Some
of the cafes in lowa's larger citee serve fine meaks with ecguisite cuising.
The patron will be served several courses including meat and game entress,
seasonal vegeiables, salackh, and delicious desserts. Usually fine wines are
wvmlsble. On the other hand, 1ome of the stage stofs sérve cosrier foods.
The cooks never really know the exact time of stage arrival, They will pre-
cook the food. The traveler can count on beans, mutton, potatess, soup and
bread, Somatimes the cook will fast fry ham and eggs.

Mot meals cost 25 conts. The better restaurants will charge from 356 to
50 conts,

The stagecosch passenger will find ample spirits, Restaurants, taverns,
and inng pell beer, wine, snd liguos. OF late some tavern ownedi hiee nefused
to weive liguor to children, even though they still will serve beer and wing.
Boys have to wait uniil they are 16 years odd o buy liquor 51 lows Tavems.

Each of the inns and taverns will have fresh fruits and vegetables, . well
& padtries and candies 1o sell to coach passengars.

OVERMIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS

lowa's great cithes and towns bost fine hotels, innd, and taverns. The
stage driver will recommand & good placs in the citled. Hotel rates include
raan and meals (supper and breakfast). Most hotels charge 50 cents a night.
Des Modnes, Burlington, Davenport, Dubugue, and lowa Clty have fine
hotels which charge 51.00 per night,

Smaller cities and townd may have only one inn or tavern. A might’s
ladgng and two meals will coit B0 cents. Be prepared for unplesient & well
& plepant places, Not all bedi are cean and free from vermin, You may
choose 10 sleep on the Nloor, You are not likely to find a private room. In
rural areas you may have to sleep in one large room with other pasiengers,
the innkesper and hiy farmily.



YOUR STAGE DRIVER

The large stage companies, like Western Stage Company, or J.J. Frink
Company employ many workers. The stage drivers get the most attention.
They have the most exciting jobs, They are highly skilled men. The safety
af the pamsengers depends on their driving ability. The handling of six, even
fouwr, spirited animals calls for great control. The driver holds the reins in his
left hand. With hiz right he controls the slack and wields the whip. Whils
turning, the lead tearm has 1o be coordinated with the swing {middle] team
and the wheelers hitched to the tongue, The driver manages two or three
teamg at top stage speed of B-9 miles per hour,

The driver of your stage will try 1o make your trip enjoyable, Sormetimes
he asks o passenger to ride on the box with him. “ou will find most drivers
to be very intelligent. They are great conversationalists, They are glad to
recall their many exciting experiences. Most are young men, under 30 years
of age. Young boys look on them as heroes. Townspeople will treat them o
drinks at local taverns, They are well paid for thedr work—some earm S100 a
month.

ROAD COMDITIONS

Most stage routes in lowa follow east-west roads. Few routes go north
and south. lowa roads follow the ridges and bypass wet or swampy land,
Early pioneers cut out the roads with their heavy wagons., In rainy seasons,
the rosds are soupy. |1 is very easy for a stage to get stuck in the mud, Most
stages carry & fence rail, It is used to pry the wheels out of mudholes. If
the stage is stuck, passengers will have to walk. Sometimes their luggage
is dumiped overboard. Then you will have to carry it to dry land. There you
can re-bosrd the stage 1o continue your trip.

[



MAIL CONTRACTS

The U.5, Post Office Departrent lets contracts with stage companies to
carry the mail, Stage lings compete with each other for the mail routes.
The mail contracts often set the schedules, Mail often means the difference
batwesn a profitable stage line and one that loses money . However, 8 hasvy
load of mail reduces the amount of luggage permitted 1o palsengars.

SPEED

Svagecoaches offer a fagt service (o the modern troveler, Most stages
aversge filve miles an howr. The main stage lines average sight, with forme
reaching nine miles an howr, Compare this with the 20 miles a day travel
for & wegon. The road conditions affect the speed of the coath,

The Western Stage Company schedules a run between lowa City and
Des Moines {120 miles) in two days. The Frink Line makes a run between
Heokuk and Des Moines (180 miles) i thres daye, Howeser, if wedtenm
lowa, it takes three days to go between Crawlord County and Council
Blufts, a distance of 70 miles.

TABLE OF DISTANCES FROM IOWA CITY

South
Richmond . . .. ...... . 19 miles Keokukl,.......000.- 891 miles
Washington . . .. ... ... A0 miles Albis. . ... vuvrn e 120 miles
Brighton . . .......... 44 miles | R 128 miles
Fairfield . .......... . 58 miles Knoxwille, . .. .o0ovnu. 140 miles
Oskaloosa e e e s 7B miles Charitoni . . . ....:.- . 160 miles
OHBuRYWaE. . ..o o oe e s B2 miles Winterset. . ... ...... 200 miles
KeosauQua . . . ...... .. BE mibes

Morth
Solon ... eeee. - 12 miles Cascade . . e - . 00 Files
Mit.Vermon ......... 20 roviles WIRDGM - ..o n e 67 miles
Cedar Rapick . .. ... .. 27 miles Waterdon . ... ... ... B0 miles
Marion .........00.- 31 rmiles Cedar Falls. . ......... B8 miles
Fairview ........ v e . A5 miles Dubugue . . ..o 000 ) miles
Anamosa. ... ... ... .. 00 miley Fort Dodge . ........ 180 miles

West
MSMENGE . . v uvnmem e 34 miles Boonsboro. .. .. 0000 170 riles
Monteruma . ........ .58 miles Homer. . .......000. 195 miles
Grinnell. . ... 00 ... T4 miles Lewis ©ocv oo oB miles
T 81 miles Council Bluffs, . ., ... . 280 miles
T 100 miles Blous City . . ..o0ven s 385 miles

125 miles




STAGE CREWS

Stegecoach wransportation provides jobs to many worker scross lowa,
As a traveler you will first meet the station agent. He will sell you your
ticket. He will tell you how much luggage you can take on the coach, You
may obtain the stage schedule from him, The sgent will advise you a 1o
good hotels, taverns, and restaurants in lowa's larger cities,

Stage lines hire horse tenders. These men hitch and wnhitch the horses,
They fead and water the homses. They take care of the animals. They ane
bl ped by livery boys who are respandible for clesning the barms, The major
companies employ their own blacksmiths and carpenters, The blascksmiths
shoe the horses. They repair iron parts of the cosch. Carpenters are used 1o
fin wooden parts of the coach.

TRAVELERS' REGISTER
Towa City, Iowa
ARRIVAL OF THE CARS

Firat Train From Chlcago . . . . ... 000000 oo iioeans 1210 P.M.
Second Trabn From Chieago . . .. ... ... ... .......cc...345PFPM.
DEFARTURE
First Train, leaves for Chicagoat . .. .............. v A5 AM,
Second Train, leaves for Chicagoat, . ... ............... . 330 P M,

Omnibuses leave the Stage Office and principal Hotels twice a day for
the Depot of the M. & M. R K, Co. on the departure of Trains for the East.
Also they leave the Depot for Hotels and Private Residences on the arrival
of Trains from the East,

Cosches leave the office of the Western Stage Co, on lowa Avenus, as
follows:

For Cedar Rapids, Marion, Waterloo and Cedar Falls Daily at 1 P.M.

For Marengo, Grinnell, Newion, Des Moines, Lewis, Council Blufils,
Omaaha Clty, Sioux City and 8¢, Joseph, Mo, Daily at 7 AM,

For Washington, Mt, PFleasant, Brighton, Fairfield, Ottumwa, Chardbon,
Bigourney, Oskalooss and Winterset, Daily at 7 A,M,

For Windham, Millersburg and Montezuma, Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at 5 A.M,

For Toledo, Marshall, Marietta, Eldora, Iows Falls, Webster City and
Fort Il-u-d.ﬂl1 Hn:ml:l.-li.l,'.l'l1 Wednesdays and Fridays st T A M,

POST OFFICE,
Corner of lowa Avenue and Clinton Street.
AD. Bulbwall . ......... ccccccccccecinsansassana Post Master

Office open from 8 AM. to 7T PM. Open on Sunday from 8 to 9 and

from 1 to 2,
F)



Bioux City and Ft. Dodge
STAGE LINE

This well established and popalar line & now renning a Tri-weskly Stage
betwesn Sioux City and Fort Dodge. The whole route s fornished with new
Concord Hacks of the most comfortable charscter, and stocked with first-
class teams-—-while the drivers are experienced and attentive,

The Stations on the route are comfortable and well supplied with every-
thing which can conduce to the comflort of the traveler.

Any one going to Morthwestern lown, Nebrasks or Dakota from the
Essl—or from these places East and desirious of economizing both time and
money, will besl congull their own interest by traveling this route.

Schedule of Time —Leaving Sioux City Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays of esch week—arrive at Fort Dodge the following Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Baturdsys, connecting there with the Singes running East to the
Railrosd st both Cedar Falls and Marshalltowrs,

Leaving Fort Dodge Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays of Esch wesk.
Arrive ot Sioux City th. following Tuesdays, Tharsdays and Ssturdays,
connecting there with Stages for Fort Randall, Omaha and Council Bluffs.

JAMES J. 0G0, Agent for Propietar.
Sioux City, Jan, 29¢h, 1861

PACIFIC HOUSE
COUNCIL BLUFFS. ... ... ... . ooiiiiivena. . JOWA,

THE UNDERSIGNED WOULD RESPECTFULLY eall the sttention
of the traveling public and others, to the superior sccommodations now
provided st the above House. The largs four story addition s now completed
mnd thoroughly furnished with good mew formiterss, thus sffording fifty-
nine additionsl rooms for the sccommodstion of guests. The Table will
always be supplied with the very best that ean be ohtsined in this-markst,
and every thing about the Howse, will be armanged with & view 1o making
guests comforisble and at home. Thankful for past favors so genercudy
bestowed, the undemsigned would sssure the public, that by liberal prices,
and a careful attention to the wants of his guests, W0 receine & oonbinEanes
of public patronage,

JOHN JONES
Council Bluffs, June 20

JAES |
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UNITED STATES MAIL

SI0UX CITY and FT. RANDALL
And all Intermediate Paints

LEAVES S[OUX CITY EVERY SUNDAY AND WEDNESDAY al
6 oclock AM, and arrives Fort Randall every Tuesday and Friday at 7 P.M,

RETURNING-

Leaves Fort Randall EVERY SUNDAY and WEDNESDAY st 8 o'clock
A M, nnd arrives st Sloux Clty every Tuesday and Friday at ¥ P.M,

Crur facilities for the transportation of
Passengers and Express Frefght

are excellent and we respectiolly solicit the petronage of the public. Charges
reasomnable.

Counecil Bluffs, lowa

THE UNDERSIGNED HAVING LEASED the above well-known HOTEL,
takes this opporfunity of presenting its claima to the traveling community,
He has gecured the most attentive and obliging HELF, and his TABLE will
always be furnihed with the very best the market affords, The most diligent
attontion will be given to insure the comlort, and to cater to the wanis of
all whe may become gueats, No pains of expenst will be spared to make this
a comfortable home for all who may eithor permanently or temporarily
extend their patronage to it

Charges moderate and regulated to suit the times,

There is atieched to this Hotel, & commodious, well-secured BRICEK
STABLE, with an attentive hostler at all times in walting.

JOSEFH WEIRICH
Cerwnc il Biufis, Oclober 24




New Stage Line

HAVING TAEKEN A CONTRACT from Messrs, J. B. & W. Bennetl, lo
convey the U, 5, Mall, from the Flatte River, near La Platte to Dahkota,
I am now prepared to camry passengers on this route,

Fersons traveling throogh this region, will find this line & cheap and
pleasant one, Running, as [ do, in connection with the Messrs. Benmett,
whiose line extends from the Flatte River wia Nebrsks City, regular and
direct communication is thus opened from Minnesota to Kansas, throagh
thr fairest portion of Mebraska.

This i the nearest, cheapest and best roule from Omaha and Council
Bluifs to Dahkota and Sioux City.

The paoints embraced in this roule are as I'I:Iil:r'rl:_. to wil:~Omaha City,
wia Bellevue to Platte River and via Saratogs, Flosenee, Ft. Calhoun, De
Boto, Cuming City, Tekamah, Decater, Blackbird, Omadi (o Dahkota

H, I, JOHNSON
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EVERETT HOUSE,

Third Street, between Court Avenue and Walnut St.,
DES MOINES, 10WA.

A. MORRIS, PROPRIETOR.

The Stages

Arrive and depart daily, at this house, to and from all
parts of the State.

THE EVERETT HOUSE IS NEARLY OPPOSITE
THE LAW OFFICE OF DEWEY & TUBBY.

Stage Office,

On Jowa Avenue, belween Clinton ond Dubugue Streels.
BETAGES LEAVE FOR THE

West—For Ft. Des Moines and Council Bluffs, at T o'clock,
AM. and 1 o'clock P.M.
North—For Cedar Rapids and Dubugue, at 7 o'clock, AM
Northwest—For Cedar Rapids, Vinton and Waterloo, at 1 PM.
South—For Washington, Oskaloosa and Fairfield, at 8 o'dock
AM.
OMNIBUSES RUN TO AND FROM THE CARS,
carrying passengers either way. Persons in the city wishing to
leave on the cars, will leave their address at the Stage Office.

Chas. J. Tegde, Agent

"



RUN IN CONNECTION WITH

Des Moines Valley Railroad,

Chicazo, Rock Island and Pacifie
Railroad,

Burlington and Missouri River Rail-
roaul,

Chicago and Northwestern Railway,
[Tannibal and St. Joseph Railroad,
Union Pacific Railroad,

IO ALL POINTS IM

Central, Southern, and Western lowa and Nebraska.
Office Third St,, bet, Court Av. and Walnut,

E 8. ALVORD, President.

BE. LOUNSBERRY, Superintendent.
E. W. SPARHAWE, BSecretary.

12




25 Important Events in lowa's Stagecoach History

Oct 1,1837
Jum 1, 1638

Feb 19, 1838

Dec 13,1838

July 31, 1841
Nov 1, 1841
July 1, 1849
Fab 1, 1850
June 4, 1850
May 1, 1851
Nov 25, 1851
Jan 25, 1852
March 1, 1852
April 39, 1854

May 26, 1854
July 24, 1654

Jar 1, 1855
Mareh 8, 1855
Now 6, 1857
Dec 15, 1857
Bept 21, 1860
July 1, 1882
March 9, 1868

June 30, 1870
July 1, 1870

UE, Post Office Depariment suthorized mabl stage between
Buorington and 5t Francicville, Mismowri.

Thres mall stage routes established between Burlington, Mount
Plessani, Davenport, sand Macomb, Hlinols,

Dubuque redidents petition U.S, Post Office Department for
mall routes Lo Chilcago, Milwaukee, and down the wesl bank of
the Missiasippd River,

lowa Terrtorial Legislature authorized & twice weekly mall
stage betwesn Dubugue and Duvenport, H.C, Donaldson,
Davenport, provided the serviee, bul neither Congress or
Legisdature pald him for mail delivery,

Willizen Wikon, Fort Madieon, lost his stage stables in a fire
dizssier with a los estimated at 1500,

Bemi-weekly stage service started between Burlington and
lows City.

First stagecoach arvived at Fi. Des Maoine.

Btage line betwesn Dubugue and Delhi atartod,

Frink, Walker & Co, earried mail to Ottumws in four-hors
comch.

Frink & Co. sent tri-weekly conches from Fort Des Moines to
Council Bluffs and returmn,

Frink & Co. set stage line from Keokuk to Dubuges and Galena.
Frink & Co. started mail route from Keokuk to Muscatine.
Frink & Co. began twice weekly service betwesn Fi. Des
Moines and lowa City,

John Frink & Co. announced close of operations in Wisconsin,
Hi..nnrl, and lowa,

Western Stage Co, agreed to buy stage properties of Frink & Co,
Martin ), Walker's Btage Line reached Dubuque from St. Paul,
Minnesoia,

Weitern Stage Co, opened line between Burlington and Mount
Plesiant.

Western Stage Co, beging service betwesn Council Bluffs and
Sioax City.

Weitern Stage Co. mowed State officials from lowa City to
aew State Capltal st Des Molnes,

Western Stage Co. completed moving State Government and
officials to Des Molnes,

Western Biage Co. began once a week route from Council
Bluflfs to Denver, Colorado,

Western Biage Co, renewed tri-weekly wervice between Cedar
Falls and Pt. Dodge,

Weitern Stage Co. abandored service beiween Council Blufis
and Sioux City.

Western Stage Co. ceased operations in lows after 16 years.
Caleb B. Lothrop operaled stage line between aon-railroad
towns: Pells, Indianola, Winterset, Alton, Clarinda,



