Newsdletter Editor: Thu Mai

m MESSAGE FROM THE INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ADVISOR

lowa v—— Dear International Alumni,

It is wonderful to have this opportunity to say “hello” to all of you and introduce my-
self to most of you. | have served as the International Student Advisor for about three
. . years now, so the number of international graduates | have worked with is relatively
The University of small but growing each semester. |f you ever have the chance to return to the beautiful
Northern lowa S UNI campus for avisit, | would enjoy meeting you and showing you al that is happen-

offers a world-class ing at International Services.

university education, | From our new office space in Maucker Union, the International Ser-

;g _ vices staff and | enjoy our roles as supporters and helpers of new and
_prowdlng _personal experienced students. From our week-long international orientation e
ized e.Xpe”e.nces and each semester, to the coffee hours, the international food nights, and
creating a lifetime of | the ongoing immigration and regulatory issues that challenge us all, ||
opportunities. we are here to help students have a positive and meaningful stay at |4
UNI. | invite you to keep in touch with our office and to enjoy the
o information and news that we are able to include at our web site and e
- UNI Focused Mission| in our alumni newsletters. It istruly aprivilege to be a part of our global UNI famny'

Stat t Ross Schupbach - International Student Advisor
Ross.Schupbach@uni.edu

INTERNATIONAL RECRUITMENT

UNI's international population keeps growing. Ten years ago UNI had 231 international students from 52 countries.
Now the campus is home to 378 students from 78 countries around the world. Students have shown their love for
UNI by recruiting family members to join them at UNI (12 sets of siblings are currently enrolled) and a large num-
ber of students apply to do an additional degree here after they have graduated. Our international students have
made a major impact on UNI by serving as the student body president, as resident hall assistants, and sharing their
culture in and out of the classroom. International students are an important part of our campus.

UNI representatives continue to travel the world to share information about the opportunities at UNI. During my travels, | have had
the opportunity to meet many successful UNI graduates and families of current students. Many of these alums have volunteered to
help me at the U.S. Education Exhibitions held in their city. During a recent trip to Colombia, | gave a presentation to 150 pro-
spective students. At the end of the presentation, a gentleman stood up and introduced himself as an alumnus of UNI. He earned his
Master's of Chemistry from UNI during the 70's and shared many great memories he had of his time in UNI. Now his nephew has
applied to attend UNI.

The best way to recruit students is through the word of mouth of our alums. If you had a good experience at UNI and want to help
our recruitment effort, feel free to share your experience with prospective students from your country and pass along my contact
information. Please let me know if you have any ideas that will assist usin our recruitment efforts and continue to let people know
about the best kept secret....UNI!!

2005-2006 Tentative Travel Schedule: Middle East/India/Sri Lanka - Fall ‘05, Southeast Asia - Spring ‘06, Colombia - Spring ‘06

Kristi Marchesani - Assistant Director of Admissions/International
Kristi.Marchesani @uni.edu
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INTERNATIONAL STAFF MEMBERS

Besides Kristi Marchesani and Ross Schupbach, five
more mgjor staff members are currently working in the
Offices of International Services and International Ad-
missions. They are Dennis Hendrickson (Associate Di-
rector of Admissions), Julie Hill (Secretary), Larissa
Rosty (International Admissions Assistant), Josey Spal-
lar osa (Program Assistant), and Linda Jer nigan (Record
Analyst).

Among the above valuable staff members,
Linda Jernigan has been contributing a
very important part to the success of the
' UNI Admissions. Having worked at UNI
¢ for 23 years, Jernigan has more than 14
" years working as the Record Analyst for
Admissions. Jernigan’s job involves processing, evaluat-
ing and making admissions decisions for undergraduate
and graduate international students. Jernigan spends the
most time on evaluating admission documents and an-
swering many questions from prospective students, to
help clarify their concerns. Famous for being devoted,
Jernigan also devotes a tremendous amount of time in do-
ing research about different international schools and pro-
grams, to ensure the students' transcripts get fair evalua-
tion. “Therefore, | always fed that | realy "know" the
student by the time he or she arrives,” says Jernigan. The
job requires great patience and high accuracy whereas the
time requirement ill has to be met. It can be more
stressful than it may sound during certain times of the
year, especiadly during the rush towards the end of each
semester. Nevertheless, Jernigan loves her job and also
finds a lot of joy, excitement, rewards, and good memo-
ries from working with international students. Sheis able
to share the "brotherhood/sisterhood" with the students
with whom she has contact. As aresult, it has created a
desire for her to visit different parts of the world. Most
importantly, it has enabled her to see her country "from
the outside" - as Jernigan aways finds herself saying
"Thisisthe way the world SHOULD be."

INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITY OVERVIEW

Staff members at the International Services have been
working hard to organize more welcoming, educational
and cultural activities for international students. We
would like our students to explore lowa as much as they
can while they still have opportunities to enjoy nearby
big cities. In the past few years, students have been taken
on tours to Chicago, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Galena, and
other big cities. Outdoor activities have included picnics,
camping, canoeing, skiing and small trips to different
parts of lowa. Monthly activities include Coffee Hours,
Lunches, and Birthday of the Month, complete with au-
thentic international foods. Sports tournaments are an in-
tegral part of our activities as well. Students have ex-
pressed their excitement in getting to know each other
while competing for some great prizes.

The International Students Association at UNI aso
sponsors great activities for their members. From kick-of f
parties, Fashion and Variety shows, to gatherings for
various holidays such as Halloween and New Year's, ISA
has made getting involved more enjoyable. Recently, ISA
has implemented a new service for new students. They
collect donated used items and utensils from graduating
students to give to the new international students at no
cost. The service is expected to bring convenience to the
UNI international community.

INTERNATIONAL SERVICESNEW WEBSITE

International Services has a new website at
www.uni.edu/intladm/iso/. The website was designed
for both prospective and current international students.
All necessary information is available within a few
clicks. Information regarding admissions, immigration
regulations, student life, health insurance, driver's li-
censes, electronic newsletters, classified ads, and much
moreis easily accessible on our website. This website has
made it more convenient for our students to stay in-
formed and connected.

UNI has been named one of
the “Best in the Midwest” in the
2005 Princeton Review Best 357
College Rankings guide.

For eight consecutive years

"Quality is defined in
terms of the mission
that you pursue, and

this University is
clearly among the
best in meeting its

mission.” Ml NI has ranked second in Midwest
President top public comprehensive universi-
Robert K oob ties by U.S News and World Re-

port.

The Education Trust named UNI first among peer
ingtitutions nationally for overall high performance in
graduation rates, and "Kiplinger's Personal Finance
Magazine" has ranked UNI among the nation's "Top 100
Valuesin Public Colleges."

In 2003, UNI's accounting program ranked first of
more than 1,000 colleges and universities for the pass
rate of first-time candidates on the Uniform Certified
Public Accounting (CPA) Examination.

The recently remod-
eled Redeker Dining Cen-
ter at UNI won an award ==
for architectural and de- &%
sign excellence, and ap- sk
peared in the August 2002
issue of American School
and University magazine. Redeker ranked in the top 5,
being cited for exceptional achievement. The building
was redesigned in 2001. It features restaurant-style din-
ing; food choices that include stir-fry, grill items, Mexi-
can, traditional, deli, salad and bakery; "display cooking,"
a cyber café, a convenience store; and specia lighting
and audio technol ogy.
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34,000 sguare-foot =

addition was added e
to the east side of =
Maucker Union in 2004ﬂ
to provide for expanded 3§
food service venues on the
main level, and space for
student organizations, Northern lowa Student Govern-
ment, as well as the addition of the Center for Multicul-
tural Education and International Services on the plaza
level. The building also features a tunnel leading to Lang
Hall, which was re-modeled before 2004.

hull Hall will be re-opened beginning fall 2005 after

afull year of being shut down for improvements and
renovation. Formerly designed almost completely with
double occupancy rooms, Shull Hall has been remodeled
into single occupancy rooms. The renovation included
installation of energy efficient windows, cabinets and
sinks in each room, and improvements in bathrooms.

A total renovation is occurring in the East Gym, re-
sulting in a 73,000 square-foot Integrated Teach-
ing Technology Center, which will house a number of
academic departments and programs within one building.
The end result will incorporate technologically state-of-
the-art classrooms, teaching and educational support
spaces while preserving the historically significant archi-
tectural design and detailing of the structures. Plans call
for construction to complete in late 2005 or early 2006.

( (

he building spaces

a the Student
Health Center are fully
renovated. The existing
building has been gutted
and anew two story addi- g
tion will be attached to
the north side, which will result in a facility having ap-
proximately 23,500 square-feet. The new facilities will
include a more personal atmosphere for health care, with
afamily practice style of service delivery. There will bea
retail pharmacy, and the Counseling Center and Office of
Disability Services will move back into the building.
UNI plans to open the remodeled center in fall 2005. Be-
sides the changing face, the Health Center has aso re-
cently implemented a completely paperless system, cov-
ering everything from check-in to the filing of insurance
claims. The center now has what Director Sue Courts re-
fers to as a "seamless electronic system that eliminates
redundancy and waste, and offers ssimplified access to pa-
tient information. Ultimately, it provides better services
to students." S

he McLeod Center

Arena is being built ¥
and is expected to seat &
6,100 people, with room *
for an additional 900 in N
floor seating. It will be a™ RN
more conducive environment for basketball and volley-
ball games and wrestling matches, bringing fans closer to
the action. The McLeod Center will be located south of
the UNI-Dome. Construction will be completed in the fall
of 2006.

udent First Campaign—the largest fundraising campaign in the institution's 125-year history—ended in June

005, reaching more than $110 million dollars. This surpasses the committee's $100 million dollar goal. The cam-
paign has been addressing students' heeds on many levels - scholarships, program support, and facilities. "Nearly two-
thirds of the funds will go directly to meet the needs of students through scholarships and academic programs,” said Wil-
liam Calhoun, Vice President for Advancement. "The remaining one-third will support students through construction of
new facilities, and through equipment upgrades and renovation for existing facilities."

he University of Northern lowa has made it easier

for students applying for scholarships, through a
new tool called the Common Scholarship Application.
Previously, students applying for scholarships filled out
separate applications for each scholarship. Now thereisa
single application. “It's designed to streamline the process
for students and administrators, and make students more
aware of scholarship opportunities,” explained Joyce
Morrow, Associate Director of Financia Aid. "Once sub-
mitted, the students will be considered for scholarships
across campus.”

NI offers a new Personalized Admissions Web

Site for prospective students, to help them learn
more about UNI and assist in the college decision-
making process. Called PAWS, the Web site provides
interactive communication between the students per-
sonal interests and what UNI has to offer. Located at
www.uni.edu/paws, it features four main areas of infor-
mation—academics, student organizations, financia aid
and residence life. It also offers student, faculty and
alumni profiles, as well as the ability to save personalized
information.
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he University of Northern lowa will offer a series of educational opportunities through a new program called

"Lifelong University." The program will offer non-credit courses. Although the program focuses primarily on re-
tired residents, all adults will have the opportunity to take classesin a variety of subject areas. The courses will be taught
by retired and current UNI faculty and staff. Courses and class format will vary to include four-week, half-day work-
shops, and lunch-n-learn programs. UNI plansto offer classes fall 2005.

ew majors have been offered from fall 2004, including bioinformatics, and networking & system administra-

tion. UNI is home to the state's only undergraduate program in bioinformatics, one of the country's fast-growing
career areas. The program will be one of only a handful of undergraduate programs like it in the nation. It is a discipline
that studies data mining techniques to facilitate more efficient and better understanding of the genome data. Networking
and system administration is also the only undergraduate major of its kinds in the state. Networking & system admini-
stration is a specialization of computer science. Students enrolled in the program will focus on both computer hardware
and software. An important aspect will be working specifically on security issues.

W e would like to take this opportunity to ask you to email your updated information to
International. Admissions@uni.edu. Your cooperation is appreciated. Please include your name, current ad-
dress, phone numbers, current education, occupation, and any other information you wish to share. Thisis avery impor-
tant way for usto stay in touch with you. We would love to hear about your success and progressin life after graduating
from UNI, along with memories and thoughts of the time you spent here. Upon receiving your information, we will keep
you informed of current campus updates and news from alumni. In the near future, an alumni section will be added to the
website www.uni.edu/intladm/iso/, so that alumni information can be submitted directly on-line. Please check our web-
site regularly for this addition.

In the section below, we would like to share with you the news we have heard from some of our alumni recently. Please

congratul ate them for their achievements.

JOSEFINA (JOSEY) SPALLAROSSA

The International Services is happy to
have alumnus Josey Spallarossa as a new
Program Assistant for our office starting
N in fall 2005. She will be planning events
for international students, and helping
with retention and recruitment. Josey is from Buenos Ai-
res, Argentina. She earned her Bachelor degree in Paliti-
cal Science at UNI in May 2004. After graduating from
UNI, she worked at Principal Financial Group for a year.
Her undergraduate experience at UNI was so great that
she decided to come back for more opportunities. She
will be working towards a Master's in Postsecondary
Education: Student Affairs. “l am very excited and can-
not wait to start working toward my second degree at
UNI and join the International Team this fal for a year
full of events,” says Spallarossa.

ABDUL-HALIM MOHAMED

Abdul-Halim from Malaysia graduated from UNI in 1990
with a dual degree in TESOL and Education. He is cur-
rently working towards a PhD degree in the United King-
dom. He also teaches English for staff of American-based
factories. After earning his degree at UNI, he spent some
time studying at afew other universities. However, “I can
tell you that nothing beats UNI.” says Abdul-Halim.
“With its excellent lecturers and university staff, | am
proud to be a UNI student. | always share the experience
with my fellow students and colleagues.”

Dr.YU-CHARN CHEN, D.I.T

Dr. Yu-Charn Chen earned a PhD degree in Industrial
Technology in 1988. His wife, Lihjiun Tsuei, also gradu-
ated from UNI in 1987, earning her Master’s in Educa-
tional Psychology. The couple is originally from Taiwan.
At the present, Dr. Chen is a professor teaching at the De-
partment of Design and Industry, at San Francisco State
University. During their current visit to the UNI campus,
they expressed many thoughtful memories and how inte-
gral UNI wasin preparing them for their careers.

SIVA KUMAR GANDAVARAM

An inquisitive passion to learn has made Siva from India
choose UNI. His graduate experience at UNI was both
educational and challenging, and he refersto it as "THE
BEST DAYS OF MY LIFE." Sivajust finished his Mas-
ter's degree in Computer Science in Spring 2005. After
achieving the degree, Siva was offered a job as a Techni-
cal Data Analyst at Pfizer Inc. Globa Research center in
Connecticut. "It's my experience, education, diversity on
campus and, last but not least, people at UNI that made
me who | am today - GO PANTHERS!” - says Siva, pas-

sionately.
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