
Dear International Alumni, 
 

It is wonderful to have this opportunity to say “hello” to all of you once again!  I have 
served as the International Student Advisor for just over seven years now, but it does 
not seem so long ago that I met my first UNI international students in the fall of 2002 
and watched them graduate and move on from UNI.   
 

The number of successful UNI international 
alumni continues to grow:  Our international 
graduation list in May contained the names 
of fifty two undergraduate and graduate  
students!   
 

This newsletter is for all of you to enjoy and 
contribute to in the future.  I especially hope 
that you enjoy the alumni updates on page 4 
and will feel motivated to share some news 
about your post-UNI life.  Please send any 
updates that you would like published to  
international.services@uni.edu and send a 
copy to info@unialum.org.  If you ever have the chance to return to the beautiful UNI 
campus for a visit, I would enjoy seeing you and showing you all that is happening at 
International Services. 
 

Our staff at International Services continues to work hard to help international students 
enjoy positive and successful academic experiences here at UNI.  We are particularly 
excited about the implementation of SEVIS II.  It should be a much more user-friendly 
system than its predecessor, and will hopefully make the sharing of student and  
immigration information more efficient. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
Ross Schupbach 
International Student Advisor 
 

ross.schupbach@uni.edu 
 

www.uni.edu/internationalservices 
 

www.uni.edu/internationalprograms 
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It has been another great year at UNI with 464 international students enrolled and active on campus.  For the first 
time in many years, students from China now represent the largest international population, a trend that looks to 
continue over the next schoolyear. 
 
The International Admission staff is working hard to spread the word about UNI overseas in order to attract more 
students.  I am in the process of planning for a fall recruiting trip to Vietnam, Indonesia, China, Georgia, Ukraine, 
Kazakhstan, and Turkey.  One of the many highlights of my overseas travel is the opportunity to meet up with UNI 
graduates in their home country.  This past year, I saw many familiar faces including Muhammad Yaumi (’06) in 
Indonesia and Tien Tran (’07) in Vietnam.  They came to help me talk with students at the US University Fair and 
afterwards, we enjoyed dinner and time to reminisce about life at UNI.  It is a huge help for us to have alums at 
these events so that prospective students and their families can talk to them about their experience at UNI.   We 
hope our alums will keep spreading the word!! 
 
The next year brings many exciting opportunities as we explore new technologies to reach overseas students.  In 
addition to our Facebook Group (check out our University of Northern Iowa International Admissions and Services 
Fan Page) and the instant message feature on our website, we will be looking into ways to utilize Skype, Twitter, 
and other online social networking resources.  We are working hard to keep up with the newest technological 
trends…we welcome any suggestions. 
 
In closing, I would like to share some thoughts from one of our recently-graduated international students. I think 
many of you will enjoy and understand his words as you too may have felt the same when you left UNI to move 
back home: 
 
"And so it is that my time in Iowa is finally coming to an end... In a few hours I'll head for Chicago and then I fly 
back to the UK on Sunday.  End of an era, this definitely is.. the 2+ years in Iowa and 4+ years spent in the US 
have been totally immense. It's difficult taking it all in right now just what a phenomenal opportunity it's been to 
live out here for all this time and really immerse myself in the American cultural landscape. 
 
There are just too many great memories to possibly do justice to in a note like this. My most recent US adventure 
to Iowa has been a real gem. The place itself may be somewhat geographically challenged, but the people here are 
among the nicest you'll ever meet anywhere in the world.   
          (Continued on page 3) 
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Michael Graham (‘09), left, with Friends 



There are several new people in the arena of international education to introduce to you 
this year.   
 
Gloria J. Gibson was named Executive Vice President and Provost at the University of 
Northern Iowa effective July 1, 2009.  Dr. Gibson was formerly the Dean of the  
College of Humanities & Social Sciences and a professor in the Department of  
English, Folklore and Ethnomusicology at Arkansas State University.  Dr. Gibson  
replaces long-serving Interim Provost Dr. James Lubker. 

 

Dr. Kurt Meredith was appointed as Interim Assistant Provost for 
International Programs effective July 1, 2008.  He comes from the 
faculty of the College of Education and he fills the position left 
vacant by Dr. Timothy O’Connor, who has returned to the faculty 
of the Department of History here at UNI.  Dr. Meredith is  
responsible for overseeing the internationalization efforts at UNI, 
and supervises the Study Abroad, CIEP, and International Services 
offices. 

 

 

Ms. Nadia Korobova has joined the International Programs staff as Assistant Director of 
International Programs.  She is an international alumna of UNI, having earned her Mas-
ter of Public Policy degree in 2001.  Nadia was employed at Hawkeye Community Col-
lege before coming to UNI.  Nadia’s work in International Programs will include man-
aging the incoming exchange student roster and establishing and maintaining  
institutional relationships between UNI and “partner” institutions around the world. 
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I know most Americans only ever see Iowa from their plane window as they fly between the coasts, but this is 
really the melting pot of American culture here. 
 

The University of Northern Iowa is a fantastic institution and I can only say good things about this place. The 
professors are top quality and the domestic and international communities here has been second to none... so 
many different backgrounds and cultures all coming together in the cornfields of Northern Iowa... and such a 
strong community feeling among all.  
 

I have met too many great people here to recount any names or even tag this note.  But you all know who you are! 
So Cheers! Prost! Santé! Saude! Skål! Fisehatak! Kampai! Salud! Konbe! Na zdrowie! Gan Bay! Okole Maluna! 
Na zdorov'ya! Noroc! Chuc-dee! Bottoms up! and slainte! To youse all! 
It's been real. Take care and hopefully see you again some day  - Michael Graham ‘09” 
 

Enjoy the newsletter and we wish you all the best. 
 
 

Kristi Marchesani 
Assistant Director of International Admissions 
 

kristi.marchesani@uni.edu 
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Dr. Gibson 

Dr. Meredith 

Ms. Korobova 



Even students, staff and faculty members who spend time on the UNI campus every day seem to notice that there is 
always something being built, remodeled, restored or rehabilitated around here.  For those of you who have gone 
far away from our Cedar Falls campus, these changes may seem even more impressive.   
 
Recent changes on campus include the resurfacing of the Maucker 
Union Plaza (pictured on Page 1), the removal of the surface  
parking lot north of Bartlett Hall and east of Campbell to enable  
construction of UNI’s first multi-level parking facility, and a major 
remodeling of Sabin Hall. (below) 

 

The Parking facility and  
multimodal transportation center  
project (pictured at right)  
involved the closing and  
rebuilding of 23rd Street  
between the east end of Bartlett Hall and the Commons horseshoe area.  When 
ready, it will not only add much needed parking, but it will also serve as a  
transportation hub complete with a sheltered, climate-controlled waiting area and 
special lanes to enable bus, car, bicycle and pedestrian traffic to flow safely 
through the area.   

 

When next online, take at look at the project webcam:   
http://www.vpaf.uni.edu/fs/webcam/parking/parking_deck_webcam.asp 

As always, we enjoy hearing from you!  Email us with updates on your life at: international.services@uni.edu.  We 
also request that you send us your current contact information so we can update our database, and be sure to keep 
your information current with the UNI Alumni Association at www.unialum.org.  Here is some of the latest news we 
have received from a few of our international alumni: 
 

Alejandro Galvis Guerrero ‘09 works at DePaul University in Chicago, lives in Des 
Plaines near O’Hare airport, and enjoys comparing conditions in the Chicago metro 
area with those in Bogota. 
 

Thomas Piper ‘03 and his spouse welcomed a new daughter, Anna, to their family on 
May 20. 
 

Nisha Soman ‘07 was married to Abey Abraham on April 18 in Bangalore. 
 

Atsuko Chida ‘03 lives in Ikebukuro, Tokyo and teaches in a multiage, bilingual 
classroom with students from different countries.   
 

Zen Arifin ‘06  is continuing his education at Griffith University is Brisbane, studying 
international business and Asian studies. 
 

Marisol Martin Melesi ‘04  is leaving the accounting world behind and pursuing a course in enology with semesters 
in France, Spain and Italy. 
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