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IOWA HIGH SCHOOL MODEL UNITED NATIONS

Resolution (2009)

Adopted on Friday, April 17, 2009

Resolution created by the Legal Two Committee regarding

Global Poverty
Acknowledging that according to the UN, “26,500-30,000 children die each day due to poverty”; the UN also acknowledges that 75% of the world’s population lives in poverty, and

Acknowledging that poverty is “the state of one who lacks a usual or socially acceptable amount of money or material possessions” and “is said to exist when people lack the means to satisfy their basic needs”, and

Keeping in mind that each country measures poverty according to its level of development, societal norms, and values, and

Grieved that poverty is a worldwide problem that continues to grow, and

Observing the highest poverty rate is in Africa, and

Recalling that the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) was created to “reduce poverty and promote human development” with three basic principles: “the multi-dimensionality of poverty, the centrality of gender equality, and the critical importance of a cross-cutting approach”, and

Aware that an overwhelming majority of the undernourished people are in developing nations, which account for 798 million (95%) of the undernourished, and

Realizing that many poverty ridden areas are also disease ridden and need medical aid, and

Realizing that severe poverty should be helped by the international community, and

Acknowledging a poverty line is determined by figuring out how much a family needs to maintain a minimally adequate diet and then multiplying by three, which represents the number in a family, and

Recognizing aid to the impoverished requires both significant financial resources as well as educational initiatives, and

Emphasizing that welfare is defined as a condition of physical health, emotional comfort, and economic security, which help citizens achieve those conditions, and

Noting with deep concern, according to UNICEF “children experience poverty as an environment that is damaging to their mental, physical, emotional, and spiritual development: low household income or low levels of consumption”, and

Affirming that recent increases in the price of food have had a direct and adverse effect on the poor and are expected to push many more people, an estimated 100 million, into absolute poverty, and

Acknowledges that the UN is uniting together in the millennium developmental goals for 2015 to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, and

Observing that crime rates correlate to both unemployment and poverty rates, and

1. Recommends a stable, humanitarian government be in place to help advance the case of those in poverty, and

2. Welcomes all aid provided by previously established organizations such as the Red Cross, and

3. Urges that poverty stricken countries do not use sex trafficking as a way to get out of poverty, and

4. Expresses the belief that international relief efforts should be extended to all people regardless of their country of residence.

