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IOWA YOUTH SYMPOSIUM

As Declared on Monday, October 20, 2009
Position of the United States regarding dealing with pirates.
Statement of the Problem:

Recognizing Piracy as any illegal acts of violence or detention committed for private ends on a private ship or aircraft in international waters, and

Aware that piracy is an issue stemming from & compounded by political and economic instability, and
Acknowledging that piracy exists internationally and is most prevalent in the Indian Ocean, and
Acknowledging that the majority of pirate attacks go un-reported, and
Acknowledging the International Maritime Organization estimates as many as 90% of pirate attacks go unreported, and
Recognizing that Areas most vulnerable to piracy include, but are not limited to, the Horn of Africa, the waters of Southeast Asia and the Ivory Coast, and

Keeping in mind that the elimination of piracy will require collaboration from member states, and

Aware that piracy is a relatively easy crime to commit , as merchant vessels are generally unarmed and it is often cheaper for shipping companies to pay ransoms than wait for legal proceedings, and

Acknowledging piracy as attacks on shipping perpetrated by criminals from unstable countries, or professional organizations with the intent to seize cargo or crew members, and

Realizing that unstable nations are the root of the piracy problem and thus are the primary issue to address, and

History of the Problem:

Realizing the United States accepts that from 2006-2007 the number of pirate attacks rose 10% from 239 to 263 and that there was a 35% increase on reported attacks involving guns, and 

Recognizing world financial losses due to high seas piracy net $13 to $16 billion yearly, and

Realizing that pirate attacks on humanitarian aid negatively effect close to 3 million people, and

To recognize Somalia lost a strong central government in 1991 which lead to their coast guards downfall, and 

Past UN Actions:

Recognizes that the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, Part VII, Section 1, Articles 100-107 specifically define piracy, and give grounds for which it can be combated, including giving nations the right and duty to cooperate in the repression of piracy, and
Recognizes that in June 2008, the UN passed Resolution 1838, which "calls upon all states interested in the security of maritime activities to take part actively in the fight against piracy in the high seas off the coast of Somalia, in particular by deploying naval vessels and military aircraft, and 

Aware that the UN has provided aid to the piracy-plagued nation of Somalia through the establishment of UNOSOM I, UNITAF, UNOSOMII, and supports the current Transitional Federal Government of Somalia through the presence of a UN-sanctioned African Union peacekeeping force, and 

Reaffirming that the United States recognizes the IMB (International Maritime Bureau) as the official UN authorized body organized to report and combat piracy, and

Possible Solutions:

Recognizing nations' water boundaries are too large for sufficient surveillance of pirate activity and therefore the boundaries should decrease in area, and

Moving that pirates be considered as "criminals against humanity" to be treated in the same manner as terrorists, and

Moving that pirates in possession of hostages or that have discharged fire with those attempting to pacify them be treated as "criminals against humanity", and

Endorsing the United Nations to recommend AFRICOM as a resource for African leaders to strengthen nations' political system and increase the ability to combat piracy in its early stages without the use of a large military presence, and

Emphasize amendment P2 so as to define the term, "criminal against humanity" as a "terrorist" which is defined as "one who rules by terror". Further, this amendment approves consideration of a terrorist as someone engaged in terrorism, or "mass organized ruthlessness", and

Suggests that member states provide escort ships to ships venturing into regions with high piracy rates, and 

Endorses the United States to propose that the United Nations draft a series of laws and protocols to be signed by all complying nations that establish a uniform system by which to arrest and prosecute peoples who commit acts of piracy, and

Declares pirates found in national waters will be subject to national law, and pirates apprehended in international waters will be subjected to international law, and will be subject to an international court organized by the United Nations, and 

Having adopted amendment P3, the United States expresses it's belief that it should send US military training personnel to train AFRICOM personnel to better strengthen African nations to establish a military force capable of combating pirates in African waters, and

Appreciates that the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) drafted a plan to reduce economic vulnerability and enhance growth and recovery in Somalia and the United States suggest similar plans be drafted for Nations who declare an issue with piracy, and

Suggests that IMB be able to enter national waters with permission by said nation, and if not allowed to enter, let the said nation take appropriate actions, and

Accepting the United States appreciates the IMB's ability to police International Waters, the United States recommends the arming of specific vessels (both merchant and military) to set up "fast response" fleets, established and funded by the UN general fund, to combat piracy specifically in the Golf of Aden, the water between the Red Sea, and Indian Oceans, and the Strait of Malacca and Singapore, and 

