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IOWA YOUTH SYMPOSIUM

As Declared on October 20, 2009

Position of the United States regarding the 
Copenhagen Protocol on climate change.
Statement of the Problem:
Believing that the problem at hand is not climate change itself, but human influence increasing the rate of climate change, and

Observing that climate change is a natural process that humans have the ability to influence, and

Recognizes that consequences for actions to prevent global climate change have a less negative effect than the potential effects of global climate change, and

Realizes that as a world power, the actions that the United States takes regarding greenhouse gas emissions will set a standard world-wide, and

History of the Problem:

Noting with regret that previous regulations have proven unsuccessful, and

Recognizing the correction of a modified rate of climate change as a gradual process rather than a process with immediate results, and

Recognizes that the Copenhagen Protocol is too strict for reasonable implementation within the United States, and

Past UN Actions:

Recognizing the Kyoto Protocol, the current protocol in effect that manages international greenhouse emissions expire in 2012, and there is a need for a new protocol, and

Nothing that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) was established with the goal of stabilizing greenhouse gas concentration in the atmosphere, and

Recognizing an upcoming conference in Copenhagen December 2009 will be the last time the parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) will meet to develop a new protocol (The Copenhagen Protocol) and discuss possible solutions to the problem, and

Recognizing that the Kyoto protocol allowed for controlled growth of emissions, instead of a forced cap and reduction system, the Copenhagen Protocol would stop the growth of emissions and present a method for lowering emissions to pre-1990 levels, and then lower emissions still by 8% by the year 2050, and

Possible Solutions:

Suggests that individual nations draft their own protocols that limit emissions to a reasonable level for their cultural and economic state, and

Encourages the development of alternative energy sources in areas of the country where existing natural conditions make it possible, and

