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IOWA YOUTH SYMPOSIUM

As Declared on Monday, October 20, 2009
Position of the United States regarding intelligence agencies 

and international peace and security; and defining espionage.
Statement of the Problem:

Affirming an intelligence agency is defined as an agency that acquires information, or intelligence, in order to further a nation’s particular interests in national security, world safety, crisis management, defense planning and military operations, protect secrets, and influence others, and


Acknowledging espionage can be defined as any activity which seeks to covertly acquire information concerning foreign governments and other organizations, and individuals of interests, and


Acknowledging that due to the nature of the acquisition of information, the validity of information acquired cannot be certain, and


Recognizes that counter intelligence refers to efforts made by intelligence agencies to cease the acquisition of information by foreign organizations, and

History of the Problem:

Keeping in mind the use of intelligence has been used throughout world history and has been increasingly prevalent since the beginning of the 20th century, with peaking levels of intelligence gathering occurring in times of conflict, and

Aware tactics vary, but means of information gathering can include espionage, communication interception, cryptanalysis, cooperation with other institutions, and evaluating public sources, and


Confirms that the Rosenberg case in the United States is an example of espionage failure and the dangers of false counter intelligence. Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were accused, found guilty, and executed for passing information regarding atomic weapons, to the Soviet Union. It was proven years later that they had no intention to leak information to the Soviet government, and

Past UN Action: 
Acknowledging past United Nations action has concerned defining intelligence gathering but has not included any explicit actions regarding information acquisition, and
Possible Solutions:
Further recommends that the U.N. continue to hold meetings between intelligence agencies to improve communication, and

Promoting action based on credible and proven intelligence; encouraging quality over quantity of espionage information and programs; emphasizing the importance of defensive intelligence gathering in all political, social, and economic affairs; and seeking methods of acquiring information that do not violate the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and
