“Ghosts of Iowa’s past”

A presentation of notable Iowans

By: Mark Wehrle 

Louisa-Muscatine TAG coordinator
Learning Goals:
The students will understand that Iowans came from a variety of cultures and culturally diverse backgrounds.  Many of these cultures feature unique customs and traditions.

The students will understand that Iowans had many different interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions.

The students will understand that people from Iowa have a “Connectedness that reaches over generational and historical emphasis.

The students will understand that Iowans were born with or came to Iowa from many different backgrounds.

The students will understand that Iowans came from many different places, and that not all “Iowans were born in Iowa”  

The students will understand that Iowans may have had personal views and opinions on issues that related to the time period they lived.

Key Terms/Concepts:

Helpfulness

Connections 

Culture

Tradition

Personalization

Identity

Local citizen

Personal beliefs

Professional Standards:
8      Settlers from Many Lands
http://fp.uni.edu/iowaonline/2.htm#settlers
9      Education
http://fp.uni.edu/iowaonline/2.htm#settlers
11  Agriculture and rural life in the early 20th century
http://fp.uni.edu/iowaonline/2.htm#settlers
14  Business and Industry in Iowa

http://fp.uni.edu/iowaonline/2.htm#settlers
16  Depression and WWII
http://fp.uni.edu/iowaonline/2.htm#settlers
7      The Civil War

http://fp.uni.edu/iowaonline/2.htm#settlers
Iowa Professional Standards:
1.DEMONSTRATES ABILITY TO ENHANCE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE AND SUPPORT FOR AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT GOALS. 

The teacher:

a. Provides evidence of student learning to students, families, and staff.
f. Participates in and contributes to a school culture that focuses on improved student learning.

g. Communicates with students, families, colleagues, and communities effectively and accurately.

http://www.sai-iowa.org/teachingstds.html
2. DEMONSTRATES COMPETENCE IN CONTENT KNOWLEDGE APPROPRIATE TO THE TEACHING POSITION. 
The teacher:

 a. Understands and uses key concepts, underlying themes, relationships, and different perspectives related to the content area.

b. Uses knowledge of student development to make learning experiences in the content area meaningful and accessible for every student.

c. Relates ideas and information within and across content areas.

d. Understands and uses instructional strategies that are appropriate to the content area.

http://www.sai-iowa.org/teachingstds.html
3. DEMONSTRATES COMPETENCE IN PLANNING AND PREPARING FOR INSTRUCTION
c. Uses student developmental needs, background, and interests in planning for instruction.

d. Selects strategies to engage all students in learning.

e. Uses available resources, including technologies, in the development and sequencing of instruction.

http://www.sai-iowa.org/teachingstds.html
5. USES A VARIETY OF METHODS TO MONITOR STUDENT LEARNING. The teacher:

 a. Aligns classroom assessment with instruction.

b. Communicates assessment criteria and standards to all students and parents.

 d. Guides students in goal setting and assessing their own learning.

e. Provides substantive, timely, and constructive feedback to students and parents.

http://www.sai-iowa.org/teachingstds.html
District Social Studies Standards:

STANDARD ONE: Students will understand the interaction of people and places and the factors which have an effect on that interaction.

http://louisa-muscatine.k12.ia.us/curriculum/districtcurriculum.htm
STANDARD TWO: Students will be able to understand how human beings view themselves and others over time.

http://louisa-muscatine.k12.ia.us/curriculum/districtcurriculum.htm
STANDARD THREE: Students will understand interactions between people and groups.

http://louisa-muscatine.k12.ia.us/curriculum/districtcurriculum.htm
Lesson Plan

Title:  Ghost of Iowa’s Past Personal Report

Materials:

Computer, Period Costumes, reference materials, Internet, PowerPoint, Poster board/Storyboard, artifacts, or materials to create a personal artifact

Objectives: 

1. Students will Identify with a character of Iowa’s past (Character must be deceased)

2.  Students will learn that not every notable person has a “National or statewide” prominence.

3. Students will understand that characters of history had both positive and negative qualities.

4. Students will understand that characters of Iowa History had both unique and differing perspectives on period issues when compared to others from that time period.

5. Students will understand that characters of Iowa History had both unique and differing perspectives on period issues when compared to others from modern time periods.

6. Students will understand that it is possible for characters of Iowa’s history may have changed their views and perspectives about issues if they had lived in 2005.

7. Students will learn that historical images (photographs) can tell a historical story. 

8. Students will learn that artifacts can tell a historical story.

9. Students will use map skills to identify location, residence, or place of important Iowans and events associated with those Iowans.

10. Students will incorporate technology skills into a presentation of their Iowa historical figure.   PowerPoint, keyboarding, cut and paste, Internet research.

Procedures:

1. Present the students with the Question “If you could not attend school with friends how would you feel?  Discuss the various answers to this question.  Then ask the question how you feel if you had to walk across town to attend school rather than walking to a closer school in your own neighborhood. Discuss the various answers to this question. Then ask the question “Who was Susan Clark?” Discuss the possible answers to this question.

2. After presenting the questions Have students perform the play “The Fight for Equality” 

3. The students will brainstorm the names of people that they consider to be important figures in Iowa’s history.  I suspect most people that they recognize will be of the modern era, and people of “notable” fame.  (Kirk Ferentz, may be an example)  I will then ask them to cross off their list any name of a person that is still alive.  I will then give them five more minutes for brainstorming the names of people that are deceased. 

4. I will then have the students research websites using clues such as “Famous deceased Iowans” “Famous Iowans” They may also use the websites listed as resources.

5. I will then present the students with a list of potential Characters of Iowa’s history and a brief message about the persons’ background.  The students will then choose a character that they wish to study.

6. Next the students will choose a character from Iowa’s past in order to write a notable “Script” about that character

Research Requirements;

· The student will be expected to include the components of the five w’s in their oral presentation.  

A. Who the “Ghost” was.

B. When- Important dates in the “Ghosts” life.  Birth, Death, Significant time periods.

C. What- what they did that made an impact on Iowa.

D. Where- Where in Iowa their accomplishments of significance took place.

E. Why- what it was they did that made them a significant person.  

· The student will also be expected to note any important beliefs, opinions, or views up life that the “Ghost” had.  They will also be expected to discuss those beliefs in detail.

· The student will need to discuss the  “Ghost’s” character and personal qualities.

· Students will be expected to build a PowerPoint presentation that reports information about their “Ghost” 

· Students will be expected to find a picture of their “Ghost”

· Students will be expected to create, build or find an artifact that shows a significant relationship to their goal

Report:

Students will write a report that includes the research requirements in their written report.   The students will also include pictures of their subject, as well as any artifacts that they find.

Presentation:

Students will prepare for two separate presentations.

1) An oral presentation dressed in period costumes to represent their “Ghost”.  The student will be prepared to answer any questions the audience may have about the person they are representing.

2) A multi-media presentation using PowerPoint.  The PowerPoint will show all the components of the research requirement in presenting to the audience their “Ghost”.

Extension Activities:

1. Antique photo exploration:  The students will use one of the photos they have found to answer the ten questions presented in the Teaching with photographs activity.  “A picture versus a thousand words.”  Small or large group discussion of the answers to the questions will follow.

http://www.uni.edu/icss/aea9su/horton1.html 

2. Questioning skills.  The students will create a series of questions that if given the chance they would ask their “Ghost” Small or large group discussion of the questions and potential answers to the questions will follow.  I will assess these questions based upon the type of question asked.   Yes/No and True/False questions will receive a base score of level one.   A question that requires minimal knowledge to answer, would be one step above, or level two.  A question that requires research to answer would be a level three.  The top level, Level four is reached by asking a question that requires the reader to place themselves in the properties of the character they are studying.  

3. After finding or creating an artifact that relates to their “ghost” The students will use the Interpreting Artifacts Activity to answer seven questions.  The questions will help the student better understand the artifact they created or found.   “Teaching with historic artifacts” Small or large group discussion of the answers to the questions will follow.

http://www.uni.edu/icss/aea9su/horton2.html
Assessment:

The students may be assessed based upon the quality of responses to the criteria.  They must have the five W’s, picture, and artifact.   


The students may be assessed upon the PowerPoint presentation.  This may include a card for a least each of the five W’s, a timeline, an insertion of their photo, and a picture inserted of their artifact.

I will use a four level scoring system.  

· Level one, very limited information, including minimal research, and there is no extension.

· Level two, the student answers any questions, show evidence of research, there is little evidence of sentence structure, or detail given to the five W’s.

· Level three the student uses complete sentences in their report; show evidence of research, Includes the five W’s, Gives detailed information about their subject.

· Level Four, The student uses complete sentences in their report, show evidence of research, Includes the five W’s, Gives detailed information about their subject.  This work goes above and beyond the expectations of the instructor.  This may include doing items like writing a personal opinion page, Creating illustrations, including paraphrases from books, Creating an outside project that leads to deeper understanding, better comprehension of text and subject. It may also include Venn Diagrams or T-charts the student used to compare and contrast.  It may include a student written story, or editorial.

Characters that have made a contribution in some way to Iowa’s history include.

Etta Budd

George Washington Carver

Henry A. Wallace

Norman Borlaug

Elmer Powers

Clara Ackerman

William Buxton

Josh B. Grinnell

Chief BlackHawk

Archer Walter

Ellen Strong

Sarah Nossaman- http://fp.uni.edu/iowahist/Frontier_Life/Pioneering_Bonaparte/pioneering_at_bonaparte.htm
George E. Taylor

James W. Witham

James W. Duke

Dorothy Neal-Collier: Buxton

Oneita Fisher - http://fp.uni.edu/iowahist/Frontier_Life/Life_in_Log_Home/life_in_a_log_home.htm

John and Sarah Kenyon – http://fp.uni.edu/iowahist/Frontier_Life/Farm_Letters/letters_of_john_and_sarah_kenyon.htm
Ephraim G. Fairchild - http://fp.uni.edu/iowahist/Frontier_Life/Farm_Letters/fairchild%20farm%20letters.htm

Pete Wettach - http://www.iptv.org/wettach/#1
Alexander Clark - http://fp.uni.edu/iowaonline/4.htm
(Then #7 African American Iowan’s 1830-1970)

Website search engines that have information about Iowans of Historical significance

Iowa women’s archives, University of Iowa  

http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/iwa/collections.html
Campsilos Search site:   “The History Museum”

http://www.campsilos.org/excursions/hc/search.htm
Campsilos Search site:   “The Grout Museum”

http://campsilos.org/excursions/grout/search.htm
Iowa Public Television search site:

http://www.iptv.org/search.cfm
