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Hanukkah (n1571 Adanukkah, or non Aanitkkah) is a Jewish holiday, also known as
the Festival of lights. "Hanukkah" is a Hebrew word meaning "dedication". The first
evening of Hanukkah starts after the sunset of the 24th day of the Hebrew month of
Kislev, and the holiday is celebrated for eight days. Since in Jewish tradition the
calendar date starts at sunset, Hanukkah begins on the 16th. Before the 20th century,
Hanukkah was a relatively minor holiday. However, with the rise of Christmas as the
biggest holiday in the Western world and the establishment of the modern state of
Israel, Hanukkah began increasingly to serve both as a celebration of the restoration
of Jewish sovereignty in Israel and, more importantly, as a December family-oriented
gift-giving holiday which could be a Jewish substitute for the Christian one.
Hanukkah celebrates the Maccabees and Judas Maccabeus' successful rebellion
against the ancient Greeks, the purification of the Temple, the miracle of the
Menorah's lights burning for eight days with only enough (olive) oil for one day and
the victory of the "few" over the "many", the "pure" over the "impure"




The Day of the Dead (Dia de los Muertos, Dia de los Difuntos or Dia de Muertos in
Spanish) is an ancient Aztec celebration in memory of deceased ancestors, celebrated
on November 1 (All Saints' Day) and November 2 (All Souls' Day). The holiday is
especially popular in Mexico, where it 1s a national holiday, and is celebrated in the
Philippines, in Mexican-American communities in the United States, and to a lesser
extent in other Latin American countries. It is a public holiday in Brazil, where many
Brazilians celebrate it by visiting cemeteries and churches, bringing flowers, lighting
candles and praying. Though the subject matter may be considered morbid from the
perspective of some other cultures, Mexicans celebrate the Day of the Dead joyfully,
and though it occurs at the same time as Halloween, All Saints' Day and All Souls
Day, the traditional mood is much brighter with emphasis on celebrating and honoring
the lives of the deceased, and celebrating the continuation of life; the belief 1s not that
death is the end, but rather the beginning of a new stage in life.




Guy Fawkes Night is an annual celebration on the evening of the Sth of November
primarily in the United Kingdom, but also in New Zealand, South Africa, the province of
Newfoundland (Canada), and formerly in Australia. It celebrates the failure of the
Gunpowder Plot, in which a group of Catholic conspirators attempted to blow up the
Houses of Parliament in London on the evening of 5 November 1605, when the
Protestant King James I (James VI of Scotland) was within its walls. The celebrations,
which in the United Kingdom take place in towns and villages across the country,
involve fireworks displays and the building of bonfires on which "guys", or dummies,
representing, Guy Fawkes, the most famous of the conspirators are burnt. In the United
Kingdom, there are several other traditions that accompany Guy Fawkes/Bonfire night:
the eating of bonfire toffee, a dark type of toffee made with black treacle; Parkin, a cake
made with the same black treacle; toffee apples, the traditional 'apple lollipop', which
consists of an apple coated in toffee on top of a stick; and baked potatoes, which are
wrapped in foil and cooked in the bonfire.
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Christmas (literally, the Mass of Christ) is a holiday in the Christian calendar,
usually observed on December 25, which celebrates the birth of Jesus. According to
the Christian gospels, Jesus was born to Mary in Bethlehem, where she and her
husband Joseph had traveled to register in the Roman census. Christ's birth, or
nativity, was said by his followers to fulfill the prophecies of Judaism that a messiah
would come, from the house of David, to redeem the world from sin. In
predominantly Christian countries, Christmas has become the most economically
significant holiday of the year, and it is also celebrated as a secular holiday in many
countries with small Christian populations. It is largely characterized by exchanging
gifts within families, and by gifts brought by Santa Claus or other mythical figures.
Local and regional Christmas traditions are still rich and varied, despite the
widespread influence of American and British Christmas motifs through literature,
television, and other media.




Thanksgiving is an annual holiday celebrated in much of North America, generally
observed as an expression of gratitude. The most common view of its origin is that it
was to give thanks to God for the bounty of the autumn harvest. Thanksgiving is
traditionally celebrated with a feast shared among friends and family. In both Canada
and the United States, it is an important family gathering, and people often travel long
distances to be with family members for the celebration. Thanksgiving is closely
related to harvest festivals that had long been a traditional holiday in much of Europe.
Most people recognize the first Thanksgiving as taking place on an unremembered
date, sometime in the autumn of 1621, when the Pilgrims held a three-day feast to
celebrate the bountiful harvest they reaped following their first winter in North
America.




Kwanzaa is a week-long holiday observance held from December 26 to January 1
honoring African-American heritage, primarily in the United States. Kwanzaa is not a
religious holiday, but a cultural one based on various elements of the first harvest
celebrations widely celebrated in Africa, around the 10th month of the year. The
additional "a" was added to "Kwanza" so that the word would have seven letters, one
for each of the Seven Principles, or Nguzo (originally, Nguzu) Saba, of Blackness.
Each of the seven days of Kwanzaa is dedicated to one of the following principles. In
order, they are: Umoja (Unity), Kujichagulia (Self-determination), Ujima (Collective
work and responsibility), Ujamaa (Cooperative economics), Nia (Purpose), Kuumba
(Creativity), and Imani (Faith).

Boxing Day is a public holiday observed in many Commonwealth countries on 26
December. In many European countries it is also a holiday, called St Stephen's Day or
the Second Day of Christmas. There is much dispute over the true origins of Boxing
Day, but one common story of the holiday's origins is that servants and tradesmen
received Christmas gifts from their employers on the first weekday after Christmas, the
day after the family celebrations. These were generally called their "Christmas boxes."
Another story 1s that this 1s the day that priests broke open the collection boxes and
distributed the money to the poor. Boxing Day in the UK is traditionally a day of
sport, usually football and horseracing. In Canada, Boxing Day is also observed as a
public holiday, and is a day when stores sell their excess Christmas inventory at
significantly reduced prices. Boxing Day has become so important for retailers that
they often extend it into a "Boxing Week".




