Celtic Dance: Welsh, Scottish & Irish Social Dance

COURSE FOCUS
Through studio and classroom experience, the student will learn basic terms and movement of Celtic dance.  Students will be introduced to Welsh, Scottish and Irish dance.  The course will strive to teach not only the steps and formations but also the etiquette, style and expression involved in Celtic dance as well as exploring the communal nature of dance as an social art form.  Social dances will be developed in such a way to serve the levels of the students in the class.

TEXT AND REFERENCES
No text is required for this course. You may want to keep a journal or notebook describing terms, steps, formations and dances to supplement your learning and to prepare for the final written exam.

COURSE GOALS
The following list of goals will be addressed in this course. 

1. Gain an understanding of basic Welsh, Scottish and Irish social dances

2. Improve strength, flexibility, and coordination

3. Gain an appreciation of Celtic dance as a folk art form

4. Perform simple Celtic dance movements 

5. Integrate the intellectual with the physical components of dance

6. Strengthen a sense of musicality

7. Participate in peer observation and develop the ability to complete an analysis of personal progress through discussion with others

8. Promote a healthy lifestyle and strengthen self image

9. Have fun while dancing with others and ourselves!

STUDENT CONTRIBUTIONS

1. Active and focused participation in technique classes and outside assignments

2. Consistent application of corrections

3. Participation in composition assignments and informal in-class showings

4. Participation in class discussions

5. Regular attendance

ATTIRE
Any lightweight clothing is appropriate attire for this class.  Women may wear skirts to gain insight into traditional attire for the folk dance, but street clothing is acceptable.  Clean, light weight shoes are REQUIRED to protect your feet, especially for Irish dance – no street shoes may be worn in the studio and please keep your dance shoes off the street. No gum chewing is allowed and jewelry should be kept to a minimum. Please turn off cell phones or set them to silent ring.

COURSE EVALUATION

Grading will be largely based on class participation and attendance.  Students are expected to come to class on time, dressed and ready to dance.  For every five minutes you are late to class or leave early from class, you will be docked one point from your participation grade.  For the first unexcused absence, 5 points will be deducted from your attendance grade. For the second unexcused absence, 10 additional points will be deducted from you attendance grade (attendance grade now equals 0). For the third unexcused absence, 15 more points will be deducted from your total grade. As you have probably deduced by now, you will receive a failing grade. Absences will be excused for university approved activities ONLY, with proper proof.  Regardless of excuse, 1 point will be deducted from your participation grade for any absence. If you are ill or injured I encourage you, if possible, to attend and observe class.  Please do not schedule appointments of any kind during class – this type of absence will not be excused.  

Evaluation of the student will be based on the following:

· 15 points – Attendance

· 15 points – Participation

· 15 points – Final exam - next to last day of class
· 15 points – Outside dance experience. Attend a pre-approved social dance featuring Irish, Scottish, or American folk dance styles specifically. Requirements for the assignment: Minimum of two full pages. This paper must be typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. font, 1-inch margins. Attach any program, ticket or proof of attendance to the written paper. Due the next class after the event. 

60 points total (90-100% = A; 80-89% = B; 70-79% = C; 60-69% = D; below 60% = F)

FOR EXTRA CREDIT
· Attend and critique as many additional approved social dances as you wish.  Follow the requirements and due date for the above class assignment. Extra credit papers will be worth up to an additional 5 points added to your overall grade.  

· Attend an outside dance class (participation). Bring proof of attendance to class for 1 additional point for each class attended.

ADA - “The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) provides protection from illegal discrimination for qualified individuals with disabilities. Students requesting instructional accommodations due to disabilities must arrange for such accommodation through the Office of Disability Services. The ODS is located at 103 Student Health Center and the phone number is 273-2676.”

Terms/steps/formations (a partial list):

circle

threes

sevens

jig (music)

reel (music)

Strathspey step or music

cast

step up

figure 8 above/below

turn/reel with corner

right/left shoulder reel of three/four (formation)

turn by the right/left

rights and lefts

promenade

allemande

setting step (fast or Strathspey)

skip change step

slip step

down the middle and back

lead/dance down 

set

bow and curtsy

advance and retire

arches

pass through

boxing sevens

rings

Instructor:  L. Michelle Ozmun (MO)


Office:  WRC143	Office Hours:  by appointment – good luck


Phone:  273-3560	Email:  michelle.ozmun@uni.edu  (best way to reach me)











