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PLEASE SHARE your
IWP E-Newsletter with
your colleagues and
friends!

The best possible
professional decisions in the
closest possible proximity to

the learner.

Contact Us!

IoOwA WRITING
PROJECT

117 Baker Hall
University of Northern
Towa

Cedar Falls, IA 50614-
0502

We tend to seek happiness
when happiness is actually
a choice...

http://www.uni.edu/continuinged/iw|

30 Years of IWP:

A Celebration

Friday evening, October 5, 2007
5:00-8:00 PM, Sheraton West Des Moines

Join colleagues for an evening of conversation and fun. IV
history and lore will be on display in artifact and story, and
each person attending will receive commemorative items 1
fuel further reflection. We will honor but not defer to
nostalgia; we look to IWP contributions to practice, now ar
in the future.

Schedule:

5:00 PM Reception B Social Hour B Cash Bar (only charg
6:15 PM Dinner - $20 on site;

7:00 PM Program B Open Mic Included.

Attractions:

Display of IWP Institute Publications and Other Artifacts;
Silent Reading Table (Bring a piece of your writing with a
cover sheet for response.);

New Publications and Promotional Materials;

Cost:

Reception and Social Hour B No Charge except Cash Bar
Commemorative Items Included;

Dinner - $20 (Pay on site but please register by emailing J
Davis atiames.davis@uni.edy

Each registrant for the dinner will receive new publications
and an IWP promotional bag.




“..the IWP and EIWP have
proven to be very successful

in producing quality writing
instruction in lowa
schools...I urge you to
provide as much funding as
possible for the NWP given
current budgetary
constraints.”

Senator Charles Grassley
April 2007

Sign In and Open Mic:

As a courtesy and for our records, please sign in at the
reception; a guest book will be provided. If you would like
prepare brief comments or plan to read a short piece or
excerpt, please notify Jim Davis when you register. Our
emphasis will be on IWP stories B our learning moments!
have experienced and cherish many.

2007 ICTE

Fall conference
October 4-5 Sheraton West Des Moines

Change abounds at the 2007 ICTE annual meeting. After convenini
Friday and Saturday for many years, ICTE is going to a Thursday
evening - Friday conference schedule. Workshops on Quadrant D
Teaching and on 21Century Technology highlight Thursday evening
keynote speaker Janet Allen and timely breakout sessions will brac
the annual luncheon on Friday.

Register atwww.iowacouncilteachersofenglish.camn
http://web.mac.com/ictek16/

For Sheraton WDM guest rooms call 515-223-1800 & mention ICTE
rate.

NWP/IWP FUNDING: On Record -

Grassley, Harkin, Boswell, Braley & Loebsack
Maintaining federal funding for the National Writing Project, and thu
for IWP, is a continuing, not just an annual, concern. The May issue
this newsletter reported on last springOs Day in DC to keep legislat
informed about our work. Months later, interim correspondence has
resulted in co-sponsorship of

S.1015 by Senators Grassley and Harkin and of H.R.3357 by
Congressmen Boswell, Braley and Loebsack. While we are try to b
hopeful about gaining the support of Mr. Latham and Mr. King, they
have not gone Oon recordO as co-sponsors of our legislation.

Although NWP funding is part of the omnibus NCLB reauthorization
these stand-alone bills draw attention to our work as a critical comp
of school reform and increase the likelihood that our funding will no'
cut in the series of committee compromises which inevitably seem 1
occur as a bill moves through the process. Funding must be authori
every five years in order for us to receive an appropriation annually
Authorization sets a cap on potential appropriation. This year we mi
advocate for both reauthorization and the annual appropriation.



OOne should use praise to
recognize what one is not.C
Elias Canetti

Allowing student
choice in writing
tasks and genres ca
improve motivation.

Students who do not
see representations (
their own cultures in
texts are likely to losg
interest in school-
based activities.

TEACHING TOLERANCE

The Fall 2007 issue of this award winning publication is out, with its

reminder ofMIX IT UP at Lunch Dayscheduled for Nov. 13. I
addition to the usual fine articles and offers of free materials (the
magazine is free to educators), this issue came with a poster ® OM
Move Across the LineO (sec) on one side & OMeet a New FriendO
the other B and companion activity planner, plus a sheet of stickers
possible to emphasize at all levels P including college - reaching ot
others with whom we donOt usually converse. More information is
www.teachingtolerance.org/mand free subscription is available at tt
basic website.

Why Mix It Up at lunch? BecauseE

70% of students named the cafeteria as the school setting where sc
boundaries are most clearly drawn;

more than half of students describe their schools as Oquick to put ¢
into categories;O

40% of students admitted they had rejected someone from another

This issue of TEACHING TOLERANCE is typically rich. The article
OOne Nation, Many GodsO will justifiably attract attention, but |
especially like the Parenting Lesson, OOWhy Do They Always Do
Outside Work?0O Talking to Kids about Immigration.O It should hit h
in lowa today.

Adolescent Literacy: NCTE Research Br

The National Council of Teachers of English recently released
Adolescent Literacy: A Policy Research Briegading with OCauses fc
Concern (40% of HS seniors never or rarely write a paper of three ¢
more pages; a persistent achievement gap between the reading an
writing scores of whites and students of color; lower scores in readi
2005 than in 1992), the brief addresses OCommon Myths about
Adolescent LiteracyO (literacy refers only to reading and is the
responsibility of English teachers alone, for example) before pursui
some understanding of the shifting demands and the complex natui
literacy for adolescents. It stresses multiple Literacies and the value
multicultural perspectives, before articulating OResearch-Based
Recommendations for Effective Adolescent Literacy InstructionO B
teachers, school programs and policy makers. (For teachers, partic
in ongoing professional development is one key.) Produced by NCT
James R. Squire Office of Policy Research, the brief may be downl
free fromwww.ncte.orgor ordered from 1-877-369-6283.



Memoir Project

For several months, OretiredO IWP teacher leaders have been
interviewing and writing memoirs of currently OactiveO teacher leac
documenting and learning from professional and personal lives
influenced by IWP. The first installment of a growing collection is gc
to press, perhaps in time for at least pre-publication copies to be av
at the Celebration Octobe¥ 5500n thereafter, they and others now ir
progress will be posted to the IWP website:
www.uni.edu/continuinged/iwp/The posting will be announced in a
subsequent newsletter. Look for some fine reading about some of y
colleagues in the writing project.

Teaching T Year College Writing

Last June IWP hosted an outstanding workshop for teachers of first
college writing, whether in 2 or 4 year colleges or in high school. Te
participants representing all three levels shared and explored teach
practices, curriculum and materials B their own and through profes:
literature B and examined current issues in this arena. Proceedings
workshop, including consideration of the issues raised, are currentl
being edited and will be published for all participants, their home
institutions, and for a larger, appropriate audience across the state,
lowa Writing Project. Copies will be distributed and available, but th
report will also be posted on the IWP website soon after theraar
Celebration.

Thank you!

To everyone who has contributed to a fine, productive summer of
IWP institutes and workshops, to successful advocacy for NWP anc
thus IWP funding, and most importantly, to the growth in and
through writing of lowa students;

To everyone who has contributed so much and in so many ways to
30 Years of the lowa Writing Project!

Look for the next lowa Writing Project
E-Newsletter Soon!



