Poyner Elementary 

1st Grade 

Room 209

Jill Schnathorst

Email: schnathorstj@waterloo.k12.ia.us   

School Phone:  433-1534   

Welcome to Poyner Elementary!!!

I look forward to working with you during your Level I field experience and establishing a collaborative environment to improve student achievement.

Details and Expectations

· You will find the Poyner sign-in book for visitors and field experience students in the office.  Please locate the tab for UNI students and sign in and out each day.  

· Dress professionally, keeping in mind that in first grade there is a lot of bending, crouching, and sitting on the floor.  Please remember to wear your nametag.

· You may keep your coat and backpack in our coatroom.  

· Become Involved!!!  

Classroom Routines

Morning
	8:50 – 9:00
	Community

	9:00 – 9:10
	Word Study

	9:10 – 9:35
	Small Group Reading & The Daily 5

	9:35 – 9:45
	Large Group Reading

	9:45 – 10:10
	Small Group Reading & The Daily 5

	10:10 – 10:20
	Large Group

	10:20 – 10:45
	Small Group Reading & The Daily 5

	10:45 – 10:55
	Writing

	10:55 – 11:20
	Small Group Reading & The Daily 5


Teaching Philosophies and Classroom Practices

My philosophy on teaching is always changing as I encounter new challenges and learn more about the field of teaching.  Below is a list of items that I believe are important and worth noting.

· Collaboration with other teachers has the potential to have a great impact on student learning.

· Assessing yourself during and after a lesson or at the end of the day can improve the quality of your instruction.

· Ask yourself if the worksheet you expect the children to complete has value.

· Work toward student-centered learning.

· In an effort to change the behaviors of the class, I’ve found complementing positive behaviors of students is much more effective than pointing out the less desirable ones.

· When appropriate, question students rather than telling them the answer.

Suggestions for Getting Involved in Class 

· Jump in with both feet.  Circulate the room and feel free to work with all students.  Every student in the classroom can benefit from your involvement, not just the struggling student.  
· Any materials in the room are available for your use.  So please, feel free.
