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This major is designed to foster preparation for professional leadership roles in the administration of leisure, youth, and human services agencies. The program offers the student the opportunity to take an active role in determining personal learning objectives and developing individual programs of study. The program supports professional development through the utilization of relevant philosophy, content, and skills in order to provide management and leadership for effective and efficient delivery of leisure, youth, and human services. Students are encouraged to focus on study that has direct relevance to professional practice.
There are two curricular emphases available to students in this major:  Community Leisure Services Programming and Youth and Human Service Administration. For each option, a minimum of 32 semester hours is required. Up to an additional 12 hours of undergraduate work may be required for students who do not have undergraduate preparation in the area. All undergraduate prerequisites must be fulfilled prior to enrollment in program-specific graduate course work.
This major is available on the thesis and non-thesis options for this major. The thesis option requires a minimum of 15 hours of 200-level course work, including 6 hours of 430:299 Research. The non-thesis option requires a minimum of 12 hours of 200-level course work including 3 hours of 430:299 Research. Successful completion of a final comprehensive examination (research paper/thesis) is required for both the thesis and non-thesis options. A final, oral comprehensive examination will occur simultaneously during the oral defense of the research paper or thesis.  

The Graduate Record Examination (General Test) is not required for admission to the program.
I.
Community Leisure Services Programming Emphasis. Students interested in the management of recreation and leisure services in public, quasi-public, and private/commercial agencies and organizations are encouraged to pursue an M.A. in Leisure, Youth and Human Services with a Leisure Services Management emphasis.


Required Courses:




440:290
Research Methods in HPELS


 3 credit hours






  or Sociology 980:178g or 980:201




250:180g
Statistical Methods



 3 credit hours



  or Sociology 980:160g

430:201
Social Policy and Issues in Leisure, Youth




  and Human Services 

 
3 credit hours


430:240
Historical & Philosophical Foundations
3 credit hours



  of Leisure, Youth and Human Services


430:250
Management Issues in Leisure and Youth



 and Human Services 



3 credit hours

430:299
Research:  








Non-thesis




3 credit hours






Thesis





6 credit hours 
Electives as approved by the advisor.


 

     11-15 credit hours (Recommended electives: 430:202; 430:260; and other courses in consultation with advisor.)

II.
Youth and Human Service Administration. Students interested in the administration


of youth and human services in non-profit and public agencies and organizations are 


encouraged to pursue an M.A. in Leisure, Youth and Human Services with a Youth and 
Human Service Administration Emphasis.


Required Courses 



440:290
Research Methods in HPELS 


3 credit hours 




  or  Sociology 980:178g, or 980:201


250:180g
Statistical Methods  



3 credit hours





  or Sociology 980:160g




430:201
Social Policy and Issues in Leisure, Youth




 and Human Services 

 

3 credit hours


430:240
Historical & Philosophical Foundations
3 credit hours



  of Leisure, Youth and Human Services


430:250
Management Issues in Leisure,




Youth and Human Services 


3 credit hours

430:299
Research:  









Non-thesis




3 credit hours




Thesis





6 credit hours 
Electives as approved by the advisor.  


               11-15 hours

Courses recommended from one of the following sub-focus areas:

Youth Development:  






11-15 hours

200:116
Psychology of Adolescence 


3 credit hours

430:241
Models of Intervention with Youth

3 credit hours


430:244
Youth Development in Nonprofit 




Organizations 




3 credit hours


430:260
Strategic Program Management 

3 credit hours

430:291
Internship 




2-6 credit hours
Human Services Administration:

430:251
Financial Decision Making for 



Youth/Human
Service Agencies 

3 credit hours

430:253
Fundraising and Grant Writing for 



Nonprofit Agencies



3 credit hours


430:254
Marketing the Youth/Human Service 



Agency




3 credit hours

430:256
Personnel Management and Supervision in 




Youth/Human Service Administration 
3 credit hours

The advisor for these programs is:
Dr. Sam Lankford






211 WRC






University of Northern Iowa






Cedar Falls, IA 50614-0241






(319) 273-6840






sam.lankford@uni.edu

