
From Spaceweather.com Archives for December 26, 2010 

 

SUN IN A BEER CAN: Last July, Jan Koeman of Middelburg, the Netherlands, poked a tiny hole in 

an empty beer can, inserted a piece of photographic paper, and pointed the pinhole toward the sun. Six 

months later (Dec. 23, 2010) he extracted the paper and this was the result: 

 

"This is called solargraphy," explains Koeman. "Every day the sun makes a track across the 

photographic paper--high in the summer and low in the winter. Daily tracks are interrupted by clouds 

and, occasionally, absent altogether because of rainy days." It's a low-tech but beautiful way to record 

the seasons; browse the links below for more examples. 

more solargraphy: from Rijk-Jan Koppejan of Middelburg, The Netherlands; from Becky Ramotowski 

of Tijeras, New Mexico;  

 

On Boxingday I was able to remove a small pinholecamera (made of a soda can) from 

my roof. In fact I hoped to do this on the 21st, but I couldn't, due to a lot of snowfall. 

(about 20cm which is very rare in my hometown) I placed this camera on July 20th in 

order to make an image of suntrails. You can see that the sun is much higher in 

summer than in winter. You also can see that the skies are not always clear.

 

Solstice is just around the corner, but the Sun is "standing still" as of today. 

This pinhole "solargraph" was made by leaving a pinhole camera outside, 

exposing the daily path of the Sun from Summer Solstice to Winter Solstice. I 

know Winter Solstice is not "officially" here yet, but the Sun reached it's 

lowest altitude today, so the solar tracks will not get any lower than shown. 

The gaps in the streaks were cloudy days when the Sun was blocked. As you 

can see, there are a LOT of sunny days in New Mexico. There was 

condensation inside the camera, so the photo shows that moisture.   

Becky Ramotowski, Tijeras, New Mexico 

 


