
 
Recycling/Resource Relay 
Submitted by:  Kristin Simon, East Central Iowa Council of Gov., Cedar Rapids 
 
Type of program: Game 
 
Audience: Pre-K-5 grades 
 
Topic:  
Recycling/reuse 
 
Applicable subject areas:  Science, Social Studies 
 
How I have used this and what worked for me: 
 I have used several versions of this game with almost every children’s presentation I’ve 
given. The younger ones may want to play several times. This can be a race against the 
clock or number of points, or may be run against another team depending on the number 
of participants and how many sets of bins you have.  Another version of the game is to 
sort material by resource. Just turn signs over and run the game again.      
 
Materials needed: 

• Recycling bins or boxes or paper grocery bags 
• Clean materials, some recyclable, some not 
• Signs for bins (cans, plastic, glass, newspaper, magazines, cardboard, deposit) or on 

back (iron ore, bauxite, trees, sand, oil). Laminate so they can be taped on bins and 
pulled off for reuse. 

 
Describe the program: 
Use the recycling/resources lesson. Disc. what is recycled locally and how materials 
should be prepared. Have as many bins and signs as you need for what you want sorted. 
(if you have a commingled container program this could be as few as 2 or as many sorts 
as you want) Set materials bin and “sort” bins as far apart as space allows. Participants 
have 60 sec. to sort material into the proper bins. For every mistake (cap not off, material 
in wrong bin, not recyclable) the team gets 1 point. The team with the least amount of 
points wins. Stress that accuracy not speed is the point.  � � � � �  
 
To find out more about this program, please contact:  
Kristin Simon Organization ECICOG 
108 Third St. SE   
Cedar Rapids, IA  52401  
Kristin.simon@ecicog.org       
Phone: 319-365-9941 ext. 26  
Fax: 319-365-9981 
 
 


