
Example Final Assignments—6-8th grades 
Below are samples of final assignments. Several samples include instructor comments in red. Final 

assignment formats change from year to year; these are assignments from 2011 & 2012.  
The following teachers have granted permission to reprint and share their assignments:   

Lisa Krapfl, Sharon Paulsen and Mary Reynolds. 

 

6th Grade 

Final Assignment Reflection and Questionnaire 
 

Name: Lisa Krapfl     Grade you teach: 6th Grade 

School:  Mazzuchelli MS    Subject where you taught the mini-unit: Religion 

E-mail address: lkrapfl@holyfamily.dbq.pvt.k12.ia.us  

Phone: 563-582-1918 

 

1.  Restate what you wanted your students to know or do as a result of the mini-unit. (Found 

in Item #1 of your Draft of Mini-Unit, completed this summer.)  My objective of this mini-

unit is to help students develop an awareness of happiness as it relates to “stuff.”  Instructor note: 

This is a clear, concise, concrete and achievable learning objective. 

 

 

2) Final mini-unit plan (daily activities.) This is an updated version of the Draft of Mini-Unit, 

and needs to identify what you actually did.  Instructor note:  In the mini-unit outlined below, 

the teacher demonstrated thoughtfulness and creativity by tying the unit to winter holidays. (The 

teacher instructs at a private, Catholic school, so could talk about the Christmas holiday in 

particular.) She also chose activities that could be completed during the time allowed, and the 

daily activities seemed logical and well-organized. In addition, the teacher fulfilled the 

assignment requirements, including using at least two resources introduced to her at the 

workshop, and identifying formative assessments. (She used many resources introduced at the 

workshop which, though not required, showed initiative and creativity.) I also appreciated that 

she gave sufficient detail, but didn’t overwhelm me with details and extraneous information.  

 

Her mini-unit lasted longer than 5 days. Course requirements are to teach a mini-unit that is 5 

days in length or longer. 

 

 

Day 1 Daily Activities and Resources used: I began the unit with a revised version of “Island 

Survivor.”  I gave the students the scenario of being dropped off at a remote, deserted island, and 

asked them what five things they would take with them. This activity one class period instead of two 

as planned (Days 1 and 2 on original plan).. 

 

Formative assessments: I collected their lists and compiled them.  We discussed the choices and 

students discussed why they chose those items.  It was clear that the students did not agree with all 

of the choices by their questioning of their peers. Instructor note: Great to see the teacher engaging 

students right away with a lesson that helps them think about “needs” and “wants.”  

 

mailto:lkrapfl@holyfamily.dbq.pvt.k12.ia.us


Day 2 Daily Activities and Resources used:  I had the students take the “Top 5” Survey.  Then, we 

compiled the results according to “whole class” and by “Girls” and “Boys.”  We graphed the results.  

Instructor note: Good idea to incorporate math skills into this lesson. 

 

Formative Assessments: The graphs were displayed and students were asked to write down three 

conclusions they could draw from the graphs.  We discussed those conclusions.  We also discussed 

what these choices tell us about ourselves. 

 

Day 3 Daily Activities and Resources used: Showed the “Story of Stuff” with a revised 

questionnaire for watching.   

 

Formative Assessments: We discussed the notes/answers they took while watching.  I collected the 

sheets as well.  Students were VERY emotionally charged after this video.  Their sheets were full of 

“things that I have a hard time believing” and “things that bothered me.”  

 

Days 4 and 5 Daily Activities and Resources used:  We continued the discussion.  I then asked 

them how the graphs/surveys we took might relate to this video.  I then presented the book Material 

World.”  I showed them how it was organized and what they could find in this book.  I also assigned 

each of them to find a country and fill out the worksheet.  Since we have one book, this will be an 

ongoing assignment which will be due by Christmas break.  As a class, I showed them “Mali” by 

using a webcam so we could all see the book pictures and reading.  We went through one of the 

questionnaires together as a model for their assignment. Instructor note: Creative way to handle the 

assignment, since the teacher had only one copy of the book, Material World. 

  

Formative assessments:  I will collect their Material World sheets in December.  For the class 

sample, I had them fill out a sample sheet for reference.  By the end of this day, students picked out 

their country and marked in on the world map. 

 

Day 6 Daily Activities and Resources used: I read page 9 of The Gospel of Larry about a 

consumer’s choices when shopping.  Students were asked what influences their choices for what 

they wear?  Say?   Do? Buy?  Students were then assigned to find one ad or example that encourages 

us to be consumers. Students shared what they found, the message in their example, and how the ad 

creates the message that this item will bring you “Happiness.”   

 

Formative assessments:  Students were asked to create an ad that would encourage people to not 

connect having stuff/doing certain things/being a certain way to be happy.  We brainstormed 

slogans, catchy phrases, pictures to include on such an ad.  We also discussed the fact that the target 

audience could be the Christmas shoppers and frenzy associated with this season. Students shared 

their ad.  They were displayed in the hall at school.   

 

Day 7 Daily Activities and Resources used: SOLUTIONS! I shared the “Reclaim Your Holidays” 

website.  We brainstormed ways we could do this at school?  How can we encourage this at home?  

We then chose one thing to do as a class.  Students had to each make a commitment for themselves.  

These ideas were written on a gift tag and taped to a gift box with nothing in it. Instructor note: 

Great to include “solutions” as part of the mini-unit! 

 

Formative assessments: Each student filled out a gift tag. We will discuss our progress periodically 

throughout the year. 

 

Day 9 Daily Activities and Resources Used: I read the story The Gift of Nothing to the students.  



 

Formative assessments: I asked the students to journal about this question after listening to the 

story:  “How can nothing be something?”  Give examples. 

 

 

Summative Assessment: 

1) At the beginning of the unit, I introduced CHILL TIME which is a time of doing, listening, 

saying, NOTHING.  I tell the kids that we can’t listen to a higher power unless we are quiet with our 

voices but also our spirit. I have been monitoring how long it takes the students to settle in for Chill 

Time from the beginning of this unit until now.  First, they were uncomfortable with the whole idea.  

It took about 5 minutes to get settled at the beginning.  Students were also checking out what 

everyone else was doing. NOW, they ask for Chill Time and things are settled in one minute or less.  

The students love it. 

 

2) Students were asked to write responses to these questions in their journals: 1) What is something 

new I learned from this unit about stuff, happiness, and me? 2) How has it changed your idea of 

some of your stuff? 3) Will you encourage your parents to think about buying stuff?  Why or why 

not? 4) List three ways one might be able to have fun, have feelings of happiness without purchasing 

stuff? 5) What do you like about chill time?  How does chill time relate to what we have been talking 

about in this unit? 6) Anything else you would like to tell me? 

 

Reflect on your mini-unit and provide a self-assessment.  At a minimum, answer the following 

questions:  

 By the end of the unit, did your students know what you wanted them to know, or do what 

you wanted them to do?  Explain.  The students really enjoyed this unit AND really took this 

very seriously.  Sometimes I felt badly because students were upset that this problem of too 

much stuff isn’t really theirs but that they would be stuck with solving it. Students enjoy chill 

time, they know how good it feels to just “BE” who they are and not who/what someone else 

wants them to be.  They enjoyed all of the activities and on some level understood that having 

lots of stuff just may not be the key to happiness. 

 How did your mini-unit go?  The mini-unit went great.  The students loved this topic.  I really 

changed it a great deal since the beginning.  I basically followed the students’ lead on some of 

the lessons and shifted the order quite a bit.  I tried to make the transitions from lesson to lesson 

more connected. I reduced the amount of things I tried to cover in one day as well.  I also feel I 

had quite an opportunity in my Catholic school setting to be able to tie this to God and being 

good stewards of His creation. 

 What went well and why?  The Story of Stuff video went really well.  I just didn’t think the 

kids would understand it or like it but they truly did get it.  They also LOVED the Material 

World book.  They loved the toilet section especially.  I guess that is not surprising.  I think 

that the Gift of Nothing was something the students enjoyed too. These three things following 

the Top 5 Survey was a really effective way to make the connection of happiness as relates to 

stuff.  I was excited that my students’ Top 5 choices were very mature. 

 What would you do differently if you taught the unit again, and why? I would provide more 

time.  Since we have SOOOO much to get in during Religion (guidance, JA, Sunday Readings, 

textbook material, and no class on mass days), it was very difficult to get this unit taught.   



 Did the unit fit the goals and objectives of your class?     Yes, I think it fit Religion class very 

well.  The students were very open to the ideas.  I am not convinced that students were truly 

convinced that stuff can’t make them happy but I do know the unit helped them think about it.  I 

will teach this again.  I am excited that just around the corner is Christmas and the students are 

already thinking about how to make it less about “Stuff.”    

 
 



6th Grade 

Part I & Part II Assignments 
Name:  Mary Reynolds 

Grade Level: 6 

Subject: Math 

School: McKinley Middle School 

Projected dates the mini-unit will be taught:  early Sept. 2013 
Name, position and school of the teacher/ 

administrator who gave input on this draft unit: Kris Fry, 6th Social Studies, McKinley 

Workshop Challenge: Construct your unit to help you meet at least one essential skill your students 

must acquire from the Iowa Core, and look for ways to make your students think critically. 

 

 List what you want your students to know or do as a result of the 

mini-unit. Limit this to one to three outcomes/essential skills. Include at least one 

essential skill.   

 Common Core Standards used in CRCSD 
My students will:  

1. Recognize that a measure of center for a numerical data set 

summarizes all of its values with a single number, while a measure of 

variation describes how its values vary with a single number. (We will 

practice mean and mean absolute deviation) 6.SP.3 

2. Think critically and logically to develop the relationship between 

evidence and explanation and to make further predictions 6.A.6 
 

2) Design your mini-unit to meet the outcomes/essential skills listed 

above. 

 

Mini-unit plan (daily activities)  
 Complete your mini-unit plan, below, for as many days as you anticipate your unit will last, with 

a minimum of 5 days.  

 Clearly state what new-to-you resources introduced through the The Way We Live workshop will 

be used in your mini-unit. Resources include DVDs, textbooks, books, lessons, websites, etc. You 

must use at least two of the newly introduced resources. *** = a resource introduced at 

our workshop or ones I found during Day 2 work time at the workshop 
 Describe the formative assessments you will include in your plan to assess whether students are 

learning what you want them to know or do.  

 

Day 1 Daily Activities and Resources to be used: (Insert text here and follow the same format for 

the following days.)  



Begin with a quick discussion of “carbon footprint.”  Complete class web 

of our ideas on Promethean Board.  Show the video “Green Ninja 

Footprint.” *** http://www.grinningplanet.com/embed-2/funny-carbon-

footprint-video/green-ninja-footprint-renovation.htm  

Show a second time and have students tally how many things they notice 

in the house that are adding to the man’s carbon footprint. At end of 

clip, have students share that number with their table partners. 

Students will be finding their table’s “mean” number of carbon footprint 

contributors. Ask for a volunteer to remind class how to find the 

“mean.” Each table finds its mean number of contributors to the carbon 

footprint from the clip. Each table reports its findings – I make list on 

Promethean Board. Each member of class now finds the mean number of 

contributors for each table – class mean has been calculated. 

Quick discussion about what Green Ninja did to decrease the carbon 

footprint of the house. 

 

 

Formative assessments (how teacher will monitor whether the students are learning what teacher 

wants them to know or do) I will quickly circulate to see who is able to 

calculate mean for table totals as students work independently (see 

above). Students will complete “Carbon Footprint” organizer: On your 

foot please list what you now understand about the carbon footprint – 

just jot down thoughts not complete sentences. 

I will review them. 
 

PART II: COMPLETE AFTER DAY 1:  

Day 1 Reflection: What worked?  What would you do differently next time? (Insert text here and 

follow the same format for the following days.) 

The basic concept of the plan worked well. It was a unique, fun way to practice the Common Core Math 

standard centering on calculating mean. The emphasis is on students working with real world situations 

in math class and environmental issues is certainly that. I would probably change the video clip format 

and especially the notion of showing it twice. It took a lot of time. I could come up with carbon footprint 

statistics without showing the video (or at least twice). 

 

Day 2 Daily Activities and Resources to be used:   

Students will turn to a neighbor and have a “partner chat” reviewing 

what makes up our carbon footprint.  I will circulate listening to 

information shared. 

http://www.grinningplanet.com/embed-2/funny-carbon-footprint-video/green-ninja-footprint-renovation.htm
http://www.grinningplanet.com/embed-2/funny-carbon-footprint-video/green-ninja-footprint-renovation.htm


I will explain that today each student will be calculating their own 

carbon footprint using online tools. I will demonstrate the calculator tool 

to be used *** 

http://www.cooltheworld.com/kidscarboncalculator.php 

I will go through and answer the questions and see what my carbon 

footprint is as students watch. I will respond to students’ questions. 

Students will use laptops and find their footprint total using the 

calculator. When each person at their table is done, each student should 

share their total so that each table member can calculate the mean 

carbon footprint for their table. 

I will collect each table’s totals for use later. 

Class discussion about our results – what is a kg (kilogram?) Were they 

surprised by anything? Why were our results possibly lower than the 

averages on the website? 

I am looking for critical thinking skills – they are kids and adults might 

have larger results – why? 
 
 

 

Formative assessments will include:  Exit slip: On the board are the mean totals 
for each table in our classroom. Please find the mean (kg) carbon 
footprint for our class. 
 
 

 

PART II: COMPLETE AFTER DAY 2: 

Day 2 Reflection: What worked?  What would you do differently next time?  

 

Partner chat was beneficial but took pre-teaching about what that looks like – something that had 

to be done since it was the beginning of school year. Students enjoyed using the laptops and using 

the carbon footprint calculator. Usual getting everybody signed on issues…It was a good 

assortment of activity – teacher demonstration, independent work on footprint calculator, 

followed by cooperative group work sharing totals. There was little time for being off-task.  

Cumulating activity was the footprint exit slip. This also served as a quick formative assessment to 

see students’ immediate needs. 

 

Day 3 Daily Activities and Resources to be used: Thinking about yesterday’s 

experience, in a math journal students will jot down two ways they could 

reduce their personal carbon footprint. We will do a “Whip Around the 

Room” and listen to each person’s “best” answer.  

http://www.cooltheworld.com/kidscarboncalculator.php


 

We will use yesterday’s data to introduce the concept of “mean absolute 

deviation” or MAD.  I will discuss why sometimes with statistics it’s 

important to know how far each piece of data is from the 

mean/average. I will show students a Promethean Board flipchart on 

finding mean absolute deviation. They will work through the practice 

problems with me. Now we will practice with a “made up” set of carbon 

footprint totals similar to yesterday’s lesson.  As students catch on they 

can begin practicing with their table’s data – calculate how far they are 

from the table’s mean. I will work with students still working on learning 

to calculate mean absolute deviation.  

 

Formative assessments will include: teacher observation as I travel the 

room 
 

 

PART II: COMPLETE AFTER DAY 3: 

Day 3 Reflection: What worked?  What would you do differently next time?  

Calculating mean and mean absolute deviation are Common Core Math Standards for 6th grade. 

Students enjoyed using their own data – carbon footprint. I ended up having a small group of 

students struggling and we continued doing some common practice together. They weren’t ready 

to attempt MAD on their own. I could have used another adult. But couldn’t we all!! 

 

 

Day 4 Daily Activities and Resources to be used: 

Students will finish up finding the MAD of their carbon footprint total 

from the table total. I will send students to different tables to mix 

things up and allow them to find the mean and then the mean absolute 

deviation of different sets of data. 

When all of had a chance to practice the skill several times and they’re 

back at their own desks, we will discuss what finding mean absolute 

deviation can tell us about someone’s carbon footprint. I will be looking 

for critical/logical thinking related to a footprint total that deviates 

quite a bit lower than the mean might indicate someone making an effort 

to reduce energy use etc. and a total quite a bit larger than the mean 

might indicate someone who might not be making the wisest choices… 

 
 

Formative assessments will include:  



Homework Practice: A practice sheet will be provided with MAD practice 

related to people’s carbon footprint scores. Students will find the mean 

and then the mean absolute deviation. There will one scenario that 

describes the carbon habits of one of these folks. Students will be 

asked to give some reasons why this person’s score is so far from the 

mean score of the group. 

 
PART II: COMPLETE AFTER DAY 4: 

Day 4 Reflection: What worked?  What would you do differently next time?  

The critical thinking aspect of the lesson was interesting. Students took some prodding as to why 

some carbon footprint totals could be so different than the rest of the group. Once they began 

talking though they could come up with some ways a footprint might have been reduced resulting 

in smaller statistics and the other way around as well.  

The math concept of mean absolute deviation had to be continued for a couple more days. It is 

three distinct steps and repetition and practice is imperative.  

 

Day 5 Daily Activities and Resources to be used:  Review last night’s homework 

assignment and answer any questions. 

Watch the video ***Bag It: Is Your Life Too Plastic? – Chapter 1 “Bag 

Habits.” (about 15 minutes) After watching this portion of the video, we 

will discuss the idea that our world has become a plastic world. Why is 

this something we should be concerned about? Are there things we could 

be doing to “unplastic” our world? Have students pair up with a set of 

post-it-notes. Assign each pair a room in a house and have them write 

down plastic they might find in that particular room – one plastic on 

each note…there will be duplicates of room assignments. After a bit of 

time, have pairs of students go to the spot in the room where they see 

a sign with their room on it and have them put their post-it-notes up in 

that spot. Discuss how overwhelming the amount of plastic is – by just 

looking at our post- it -notes! 

Talk about how students are going to keep a 1-day log of all the “single 

use” plastic they come across in a 24 hour period. We will discuss the 

difference between single use plastic and other plastics to avoid 

confusion in logging. I will hand out a log sheet to each student and ask 

them to log plastic use between now and class tomorrow.  

 



Formative assessments will include: Near the end of class I will hold up an 

assortment of plastic products and ask if it’s “single use” or “other” 

plastic. I will watch for student reaction and clarify confusion. 

 
PART II: COMPLETE AFTER DAY 5: 

Day 5 Reflection: What worked?  What would you do differently next time?  

 

Too much lesson for one day! The video about plastics and the post-it-note activity would have 

been plenty for a day. Video is a good one – I believed so and so did the students. The post-it-notes 

activity helped them see how overwhelming our plastic use can appear. I wish I had given them an 

extra day to collect plastic data so more completed the activity. 
 

Day 6: Students will tally up the number of “single use” plastics they 

came across in a 24 hour period and write it on their log. They will 

share their answers with their table mates as well as the table next to 

theirs. This will give each student about 8 pieces of data. I will hand 

out a quiz (I call them “Show What You Know”). This quiz will ask them 

to find the mean of their plastic use data followed by the mean absolute 

deviation. It will also contain some written response questions focusing 

on the carbon footprint concept and how the data can tell a story about 

someone’s carbon footprint. 

 

 
Reflection for Day 6  

The quiz gave me the information I needed to figure out the students who had mastered 
the standards as well as those that needed further remediation.  
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PART II: Reflection 
 Deadline:  November 9  

 

1) What changes did you make on your mini-unit, either before or during the teaching of the unit? 

I noted some of my change in my daily reflections already. I did end up using more time. Some 

days were over planned and I had to go into the next day. I would add a couple of days next year. I 

would also consider using our common RTI time to complete parts of the lessons. For example, I 

might show the video clips during that time. That would leave more math class time for math! For 

the most part I liked the resources I used. Footprint calculator is a winner! Shorter video clips 

might also help.  

 

 

2)  Refer to Part I, Question 1: By the end of the unit, did your students know what you wanted them 

to know, or do what you wanted them to do?  Explain.   

My students have to know how to calculate mean and mean absolute deviation as part of the 

statistics strand of Common Core. My assessments show most can do that. The environmental 

concepts brought the real world dimension to the lessons. The critical thinking focus about 

carbon footprint totals is helping to develop those important thinking skills. 

 

3) Did the unit fit the goals and objectives of your class?     Yes     No    Please explain.   

It did fit the objectives and goals – most of my goals are set by the common core 

math requirements and these lessons helped focus those skills.  

 
 

Optional: Include a copy of one to three samples of completed student assignments, one-three teacher-

generated handouts, and/or other materials that could be shared with future participants in the The Way 

We Live workshop.

 

 

 

 
 

 



PART I Assignment: Mini-Unit 
 

Subject:Science 

Grade Level: 6th 

Name: Sharon Paulsen 

School:Harding Middle School 

Projected dates the  

mini-unit will be taught: 

8/29-9/5/2012 

 

Course Challenge:  Help your students understand why waste reduction is preferable to recycling.  

As you plan your unit, consider structuring it so students review definitions/concepts they already 

understand: What is waste? What is litter? What is recycling, and what is reuse? That context will help 

them better understand waste reduction and its focus on prevention. Who Polluted the Potomac? is one 

lesson that may be able to help you make the distinction and get those light bulbs going off! 

 

1)Explain what you want your students to know or do as a result of the mini-unit. (Limit this to 

one to three outcomes. See page 3 of Teacher Notebook for ideas.) 

Students will learn that the decisions they make will impact their happiness, their amount of 

consumption, and how much waste they produce. 

 

2)Mini-unit plan (daily activities)  

 Complete your mini-unit plan, below, for as many days as you anticipate your unit will last, with 

a minimum of 5 days.  

 Clearly state what new-to-you resources introduced through the Waste Reduction Workshop will 

be used in your mini-unit. Resources include DVDs, textbooks, books, lessons, websites, etc. You 

must use at least two of the newly introduced resources. 

 Describe the formative assessments you will include in your plan to assess whether students are 

learning what you want them to know or do.  

 

Day 1 Daily Activities and Resources to be used: (Insert text here and follow the same format for the 

following days.) 

Resources: Hey, Little Ant 

 

Activity:  I will start by asking the students the following questions: 

  How do you make decisions?  Do you weigh the consequences before making a decision? 

               Then I will read the story Hey, Little Ant by Phillip and Hannah Hoose (I will scan the book 

and make the book into a flipchart to use on my Promethean board.) 

     

Formative assessments (how teacher will monitor whether the students are learning what teacher 

wants them to know or do) will include:  (Insert text here and follow the same format for the 

following days.) 

After reading the story, the students will do a quick write on what they would do to the ant. 

 

 

Day 2 Daily Activities and Resources to be used:   

Resources: The Quiltmaker’s Gift, Happiness video from PBS, Happiness (Pick 5) quiz, scratch paper 

 

Activity: Start the activity by asking: 

                    What types of things make you happy?  Do those things make a better “quality of life”? 



   Then the students will use the scratch paper to pick their top five from the quiz.  The quiz will 

be on a flipchart on the Promethean board.  After the quiz, we will discuss the results together as a class. 

   Then I will read The Quiltmaker’s Gift by Jeff Brumbeau.  This book will be scanned and made 

into a flipchart for the Promethean board.  Discuss the king’s happiness at the beginning of the story 

compared to the end. 

    Show the Happiness video from PBS. 

Formative assessments will include: 

With a table partner, discuss what happiness is.  Also share with your partner if your pick 5 have 

changed. 

 

Day 3 Daily Activities and Resources to be used:   

Resources:  Just Look at our Shoes worksheets 

 

Activity: Students will divide into groups of four.  They will determine how many pairs of shoes the 

group has and complete the worksheet determining the weight, volume, and cost of shoes. 

    As a class we will discuss what we’ve learned and what surprised us.  

Formative assessments will include: 

The completed worksheet will be our assessment. 

 

Day 4 Daily Activities and Resources to be used:   

Resources: computer, Material World books, Material World Scavenger Hunt, Info from lesson page 

 

Activity: Share background information from Tom’s Shoes website (www.toms.com/our-movement )  

   Students will watch the video at Tom’s website.  Discuss what we observed. 

   Introduce the Material World book and the scavenger hunt assignment. 

   Discuss as a class what the students discovered in the book.   

      

Formative assessments will include: 

Material World Scavenger Hunt 

 

Day 5 Daily Activities and Resources to be used:   

Resources: “The Cost of Cool” video, scratch paper 

 

Activity:  I will start by asking the students: 

  Do you like to be “cool”?  What does it mean to be “cool”?  What does it cost to be 

“cool”? 

    Watch the video “The Cost of Cool”.  As the video goes, I will stop at all of the stats and have 

the students write them down on the scratch paper. 

 

Formative assessments will include: 

On the scratch paper, I will have the students respond to the following questions: 

 What did you learn? 

 What surprised you? 

 Do you have any similarities to the students in the video?  Differences? 

 Will you change your habits based on what you saw?  Why or why not? 

 

3)  What is the name, position and school of the teacher/administrator who gave input on this draft unit?    

Linda Anderson, 8th grade teacher, Harding Middle School 

 

 

http://www.toms.com/our-movement


PART II Assignment: Reflection 
 Deadline:  November 1 if enrolled in Peterson course; November 9 if enrolled in Iowa City course. 

 

1) What changes did you make on your mini-unit, either before or during the teaching of the 

unit?  In the future I would want to make sure that the kids knew what average/mean are.  

Also, I want to spend more time with the Material World books. 

 

2)  Reflect on your daily lesson plans below.  
 

Day 1 Reflection: What worked?  What would you do differently next time?  

      I decided to stop several times in the middle of the story to ask students questions (ex.- How are the 

boy and ant alike?) Some of the students had heard the story before with a focus on respect and bullying.  

So having a different focus (decision making) was nice. 

 

Day 2 Reflection: What worked?  What would you do differently next time?  

     This lesson worked well.  The students really liked the book.  It was interesting to see what the 

students put in their “top five”.  Next time, I would be sure to discuss what “quality of life” meant. 

 

Day 3 Reflection: What worked?  What would you do differently next time?  

     In this lesson, Just Look at our Shoes, we decided to work on this lesson as a large group.  I had 

originally planned to have the kids work in small groups, but I found that the kids needed review on 

what average/mean are.  I’ll need to remember to focus on that next time. 

 

Day 4 Reflection: What worked?  What would you do differently next time?  

     The lesson on Material World was a hit.  The kids really loved the book and everything in it.  I had 

them complete the scavenger hunt worksheet.  Next time, I would like to just give the students time to 

peruse the book.  I did have the books for a couple of more weeks so the kids could look at them at other 

times.  Next time, I’ll get the books for a couple of weeks longer again so the students have time to 

enjoy them. 

 

 

Day 5 Reflection: What worked?  What would you do differently next time?  

     In this lesson, we watched the video “The Cost of Cool.”  This video really hit home with the 

students.  It was easy for them to relate to.  The discussion we had after the video was great.  I asked 

them what they learned, what surprised them in the video, and if they would change their habits based 

on what they learned.  I wouldn’t change much to this lesson. 

 

 

3)  Refer to Part I, Question 1: By the end of the unit, did your students know what you 

wanted them to know, or do what you wanted them to do?  Explain.   
I believe the students did do what I wanted them to—to make well-thought out decisions regarding 

what makes you happy and material “stuff”. 

 

4) Did the unit fit the goals and objectives of your class?     Yes     No    Please explain.  In sixth 

grade science in Cedar Rapids, we complete a materials unit so these lessons work well into the 

unit.  The only problem is that we don’t teach the unit until spring so I couldn’t teach them in 

conjunction with the unit.  I will, however, refer back to the lessons in the spring when we do the 

rest of the materials unit. 


