
Iowa Green School Scale 
 

To calculate each total multiply line scores by the weight in the shaded area 

For each activity listed please indicate on the line in front how your school participates: 

0 = Don't do this     1 = Just begun to do     2 = Could do more     3 = Doing all we can 
 

Total Weight 1.  How do you use and produce energy? 

 1   Switched to fluorescent, compact fluorescent, or LED bulbs? 

 1   Conducted an energy audit?  (1= student audit, 2=walk through audit, 3=professional audit) 

 2   Implemented measures suggested by an energy audit? (1=one, 2=a few, 3=many) 

 2   Implemented scheduling to reduce heating/cooling when building is unoccupied? 

 2   Installed motions sensors and/or photo detectors on lights? 

 3   Use a ground source heat pump or high efficiency HVAC system? 

 3   Installed photovoltaics (PV) to produce power? 

 3   Installed solar units to heat water? 

 3   Installed a wind generator/turbine? 

 1   Other? 

 Subtotal Maximum Subtotal = 63   Your percentage = Your Subtotal/63 =  

   2.  How sustainably do you use water? 

 2   Installed waterless urinals? 

 2   Installed toilets with two flush options? 

 2   Installed automatic faucets? 

 1   Regularly check and stop leaks? 

 1   Maintain working drinking fountains? 

 2   Installed drip and/or timed irrigation systems? 

 2   Control water runoff with rain barrels or rain gardens? 

 1   Other? 

 Subtotal Maximum Subtotal = 39   Your percentage = Your Subtotal/39 = 

   3.  How healthy are the foods you serve? 

 2   Foods prepared fresh on site?  (1= rarely, 2=sometimes, 3=every day) 

 2   Foods offered include whole grains, low fat, etc.?   (1= rarely, 2=sometimes, 3=every day) 

 1   Salad bar offered at lunch? (1= rarely, 2=sometimes, 3=every day) 

 1   Banned sodas, sugary drinks, & candy from school vending? 

 1   Implemented a farm-to-school program to source fresh food? 

 1   Substituted other protein sources for red meat (1= rarely, 2=sometimes, 3=every day) 

 1   Display healthy eating posters/information in lunch room? 

 1   Other? 

 Subtotal Maximum Subtotal = 30   Your percentage = Your Subtotal/30 = 

   4.  How do you manage transportation? 

 2   Promoted Safe Routes to School or other efforts to encourage walking & biking? 

 1   Adopted a no-idling policy for cars and/or school buses? 

 3   Purchased hybrid school buses? 

 2   Promoted car-pooling and use of buses? 

 1   Other? 

 Subtotal Maximum Subtotal = 27   Your percentage = Your Subtotal/27 = 

   5.  How do you manage waste? 

 1   Students choose (vs. served) food or vote on menu?   (1= rarely, 2=sometimes, 3=every day) 

 1   Use reusable, washable food ware?   (1= rarely, 2=sometimes, 3=every day) 

 1   Provide recycling area in the lunchroom?   (1= rarely, 2=sometimes, 3=every day) 

 1   Promote waste-free lunches?   (1= rarely, 2=sometimes, 3=every day) 

 1   Compost lunch foods?   (1= rarely, 2=sometimes, 3=every day) 

 1   Compost or mulch yard waste?   (1= rarely, 2=sometimes, 3=every day) 

 1   Recycle paper?  (1=some rooms, 2=most rooms, 3=all class rooms and offices) 

 1   Recycle plastics, metal, glass or cardboard? 

 1   Discourage use of disposable water bottles? 

 1   Print on both sides of paper? 

 1   Switched to electronic communications? 

 2   Provided a laptop or tablet for each student? 

 1   Other? 

 Subtotal Maximum Subtotal = 42   Your percentage = Your Subtotal/42 = 

  

Date:                     School: 

Evaluator(s):  



 

 

Total Weight  6.  How do you manage indoor environmental quality? 

 1   Switched to Green Cleaning products? 

 3   Measured air circulation to ensure high oxygen, low carbon dioxide levels 

 1   Use air filters rated at or above MERV 11? 

 1   Regularly clean ductwork and heating/cooling equipment to reduce dust and other allergens? 

 2   Regularly check/replace damaged floor and/or ceiling tile to reduce asbestos exposure? 

 2   Regularly check/repair leaks and clean any mold/mildew?  

 1   Hard surface flooring instead of carpet used in classrooms and hallways? 

 2   Implemented an Integrated Pest Management program and/or reduced pesticide use? 

 2   Implemented a hazardous materials reduction/management plan? 

 1   Other? 

 Subtotal Maximum Subtotal = 48   Your percentage = Your Subtotal/48 = 

   7.  How do you purchase materials? 

 2   Purchased energy efficient appliances, computers, printers, and other equipment? 

 1   Purchased copy paper with recycled content? 

 1   Purchased office supplies with recycled content? 

 1   Purchased furniture with recycled content and low formaldehyde? 

 2   Adopted a Green purchasing policy? 

 1   Purchase materials locally to reduce shipping? 

 1   Purchased rechargeable batteries? 

 1   Other? 

 Subtotal Maximum Subtotal = 30   Your percentage = Your Subtotal/30 = 

   8.  How sustainable are your school buildings and grounds? 

 1   Maintain or have access to an educational garden? 

 1   Maintain or have access to an edible garden and use the food? 

 1   Maintain a natural grass or prairie area that reduces the need for mowing 

 1   Planted trees for shade and/or windbreaks 

 1   Installed safe playground equipment with no arsenic treated wood? 

 1   Maintain weather stripping and caulking to control air infiltration? 

 2   Installed energy efficient windows and/or doors? 

 3   Received LEED or CHPS certification? (1=Certified to 4=Platinum) 

 1   Other? 

 Subtotal Maximum Subtotal = 36   Your percentage = Your Subtotal/36 = 

   9.  How do you teach about sustainability? 

 1   On-site garden or visits to local gardens to plant, tend, & harvest foods? 

 2   On-site green house for students to plant, tend, & harvest foods? 

 1   Students participate in food preparation? 

 1   Have a regular Reduce, Reuse, or Recycle campaign? 

 1   Implemented a "turn it off" campaign with students and staff? 

 1   Conducted an electronic waste program or electronic waste drive? 

 1   Included students on the Green Team? 

 1   Offer environmental, outdoor, or nature  education?  (1=rarely, 2=some classes, 3=all grades) 

 1   Developed hands-on environmental projects in the community? 

 1   Involved students in solving environmental problems such as a garbage audit? 

 1   Other? 

 Subtotal Maximum Subtotal = 36   Your percentage = Your Subtotal/36 = 

   10.  How committed is your school to being Green? 

 1   Calculated the school's carbon footprint? 

 1   Created a Green Team to promote sustainability? 

 2   Adopted a Green School vision statement, school board policy, or resolution? 

 1   Conducted an annual Green School Audit? 

 1   Created a Green School Action Plan? 

 1   Regularly monitor and review progress on your Green School Action Plan? 

 1   Celebrate sustainability with Earth Day or Energy Carnival events? 

 1   Annually review and update your Green School Action Plan? 

 1   Other? 

 Subtotal           Maximum Subtotal  = 30   Your percentage = Your Subtotal/30 = 

 

Total           Total possible = 381   Your percentage = Your Total/381 =    

To calculate each total multiply line scores by the weight in the shaded area 

For each activity listed please indicate on the line in front how your school participates: 

0 = Don't do this     1 = Just begun to do     2 = Could do more     3 = Doing all we can 

 


