Frank the Fish

Frank the Fish isawater quality story/demonstration. The kit includes Frank and hisfish
friends, sugar (packets like you would get at a restaurant), brown sugar (representing pet
waste), salt, paper scraps, soap, dirt, oil, food coloring, a spoon to stir it all up, and a copy
of Frank’s story (see below for another copy).

Frank the Fish and Urban Stew
Script Page
1. Imagine acleanriver asit meanders through a protected wilderness area. In
thisriver lives Frank the Fish. HOW IS FRANK? Frank haslived in this
stretch of theriver all of hislife. But now heis going on an adventure and
traveling downstream.

2. Frank swims past alarge construction site, where a new mall will be built.
Thereisalot of loose soil where the land has been leveled. It beginsto rain
and some of the soil washed into the river. (Dump the soil into Frank’sjar.)
HOW ISFRANK?

3. Frank nears a suburban housing devel opment. Some fertilizer from the
gardens and lawns washed in to the river afew months back. (Squirt two
drops of green food coloring into Frank’sjar.) The fertilizer made the plants
in theriver grow very fast and thick. Eventually the river couldn’t furnish
them with all the nutrients they needed, so the plants died and started to decay.
Their decomposition is using up some of Frank’s oxygen. HOW IS
FRANK?



. Frank swims under ahighway bridge. Some carstraveling acrossit are
leaking oil. Therainiswashing the oil into the river below. (Pour syrup into
Frank’sjar.) HOW IS FRANK?

. During arecent cold spell, ice formed on the bridge. County trucks spread
salt on the road to prevent accidents. Therain is now washing salty slush into
theriver. (Put saltin Frank’sjar.) HOW ISFRANK?

. Frank swims past the city park. Some picnickers didn’t throw their trash into
the garbage can. Thewind isblowing it into the river. (Sprinkle paper dots
onto Frank’sjar.) HOW ISFRANK?

. As Frank nears another neighborhood, he sees bubbles floating in the water.
They’ re soap bubbles coming from a storm drainpipe that runs from the
neighborhood to the river. Some one in the neighborhood is washing her car
on the street and the soapy water is running into the river. (Pour warm, soapy
water into Frank’sjar.) HOW ISFRANK?

. Up ahead, astream joinstheriver. Frankswantsto swim fast through this
stretch, because he knows that the streams runs along atrail where people
don’'t clean up after pets! (Place brown sugar in Frank’sjar.) HOW IS
FRANK?

. Finaly, Frank swims past atrash pile, where people have dumped everything
from soda bottles to paint cans. Much of the trash is household hazardous
waste that should have gone to the county hazardous waste collection, so it
could not pollute theriver. (Squeeze three drops of red food coloring into
Frank’sjar). HOW IS FRANK?



