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Transition to College 

Advice from UNI Students 

Thanks to the Academic Advising PAIRs & Career Services Peer Advisors and students in the Career 
Decision Making course for the following comments. 

 
1. Personal Responsibility: )Î ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÁÓ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÓÈȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÁÂuse 

your new freedom.  The choices you make can have a great impact on your future.  Be proactive 
in your education; seek out potential problems before they seek you out.  

 

2. Class Attendance: Go to class and be an active participant.  There is valuable information given 
ÉÎ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÅØÔÂÏÏËȢ  /ÎÃÅ ÙÏÕ ÇÅÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÂÉÔ ÏÆ ÎÏÔ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÃÌÁÓÓȟ ÉÔȭÓ 
too easy to skip and your grades will drop.   

 

3. Types of Assignments:  Your professors will not remind you to do your assignments; it is your 
responsibility.  In some courses you may have only one test at the end of the semester.  Your 
grades will suffer if you put off studying for your courses.   

 

4. 0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÏÒÓȭ %ØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓȡ Get to know your professors.  They like and expect you to have 
questions and be prepared for every class.  They are also a great resource for advising about 
courses, internships, and careers.   

 

5. Importance of Performance: Take your first year very seriously ɀ a great start makes the 
following years so much easier.  Trying to play catch-up, whether it be the second half of the 
semester to get your grade up in a course or during your final years of school to raise your grade 
point, is not an easy thing to do.   

 

6. Time Management:  Set aside time every day to do homework and stick tÏ Á ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ 
cram!  Take time out to look at your schedule and give yourself adequate time to prepare for 
assignments and tests ɀ probably at least five hours a day of reading/studying.   

 

7. Amount of Study: You will need to study a lot more to succeed in your courses.  Find a place to 
ÓÔÕÄÙ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÒÕÐÔÅÄ ÏÒ ÔÅÍÐÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÅÌÓÅȢ 

 

8. Importance of Goals:  Establish your education as among your highest priorities.  Set goals in 
all facets of your life.  Write them down and check them off as you achieve them.  Decide what 
ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒË ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÏÁÌ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÁÆÒÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ 
you goals ɀ take some risks! 
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9. Use of Resources: $ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÁÆÒÁÉÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÕÔÅÒ ÌÁÂÓȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÔÏÏls and 
ÍÁËÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÅÁÓÉÅÒȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á ÃÌÁÓÓȟ ÇÅÔ ÈÅÌÐ ÒÉÇÈÔ Á×ÁÙȢ  !ÓË ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÏÒÓ ÏÒ ÏÎÅ 
of the advising centers if you are not sure where to get help. 

 

10. Social Life: Along with your academic studies, remember to get involved in other activities, 
ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÓÈÉÐÓȢ  9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ 
meet people through classes and residence hall living.   
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