Philosophy: Basic Questions; Dr. Edgar Boedeker; worksheet on Aristotle’s Physics (192b1-195a27)
1. What’s the difference between natural things (such as trees) and artificial things (such as beds or pots) for Aristotle?  (This question is not asking you to give examples of the difference between these types of things, but to explain Aristotle’s view of how their definitions differ.)
2. What does Aristotle mean by a substance’s “cause” (aitia; 194b18)?  (Note that he is using the word in a much broader sense than we do today.)
3. What are the four causes of substances for Aristotle?  Pick a particular substance, such as your computer, a pot, an acorn, or yourself, and give an example of each of its four causes.

