Worksheet #2 on Plato’s Apology (28b-42a)
1. What does the philosopher’s life consist in (28e-29a, 29d-e, 30e-31b, 36b-c)?  Most importantly, why be a philosopher (38a)?  Do you agree?  Explain.

2. Why did Socrates refrain from public, political life (31d-33a)?  What do you make of his reasons for doing so?  Why does he claim to be “a gift of the god to the city” (31a)?  What does he mean when he says that he “really fights for justice” (32a)?

3. After the jury judges Socrates guilty, and Meletus asks for the death penalty, Socrates is allowed to make his own suggestion about an appropriate punishment.  What does he suggest, and – most importantly – why?  In what way does Socrates claim to be a “benefactor” (36d) “of the city itself” (36c)?  Do you find his suggestion appropriate?  Explain.

4. After being given the death sentence, what does Socrates predict will happen to Athens (38c), and those who voted to execute him in particular (39c-d)?

5. What reasons does Socrates give for the conclusion that death is a blessing (40c-41d)?

