Worksheet #1 on Plato’s Apology (17a-28b)
The dialogue called the “Apology” is Plato’s version of the speech that Socrates gave in his defense before the Athenian jury.  Here, Socrates is not giving an “apology” for his actions in the sense of expressing regret or asking pardon for a fault or offense.  Instead, he is giving a formal defense and justification of his actions.

1. Socrates makes an important distinction in the first two sentences of his speech.  What is this?

2. What explanation does Socrates give for his reputation?  To what authority does Socrates appeal in his claim?  (20d-21a)

3. How did Socrates attempt to test the Delphic oracle’s pronouncement about him?  What effects did this have on his popularity?  Why?

4. In what does Socrates’ wisdom consist (21d, 29b)?

5. Who accused Socrates before the Assembly (23e)?  What were the charges against Socrates (24b)?

6. How does Socrates respond to the first charge against him (24c-26c)?

7. How does Socrates respond to the second charge against him (26c-28a)?

