Worksheet on Plato’s Republic (second assignment: 514a-521b)

Here, Socrates continues his discussion of the education of future philosopher-kings using his (or Plato’s) famous metaphor of the cave.

1. For each of the functions of the soul that Socrates discussed in the analogy of the divided line (509c-511e), determine which stage of the cave analogy (514a-516d) it corresponds to.  (Note that Plato begins here from the bottom, i.e., with imagination.)

d. understanding, and what it’s about: ____________________

In the cave analogy, this object of understanding corresponds to:

c. thought, and what it’s about: _____________________

In the cave analogy, these objects of thought correspond to:

b. belief, and what it’s about: _____________________

In the cave analogy, these objects of belief correspond to:

a. imagination, and what it’s about: _______________________

In the cave analogy, these objects of imagination correspond to:

2. The second half of the cave analogy (516e-521b) follows someone who has once gotten out of the cave into the light of day back into the cave.  How are things for him or her back in the cave?  Does he or she want to stay there (516e-519b)?

3. What problem (519b-d) does this pose for those who have received the education of the philosopher-kings?  

4. What solution (519d-521b) does Socrates propose to this problem?  Do you think it would work?  Explain.

