Philosophy: Basic Questions; Prof. Boedeker; worksheet on Nietzsche, 
The Antichrist (1888), pp. 570, 581-599 (in course packet) 
This is the first essay of a planned four-part work to be called The Revaluation of All Values.  Nietzsche completed only The Antichrist before he went insane.

Read section 2 and the following passages:
”I call an animal, a species, or an individual corrupt when it loses its instincts, when it chooses, when it prefers, what is disadvantageous for it.  A history of ‘lofty sentiments’, of the ‘ideals of mankind’ – and it is possible that I shall have to write it – would almost explain too why man is so corrupt.  Life itself is to my mind the instinct for growth, for durability, for an accumulation of forces, for power: where the will to power is lacking there is decline.  It is my contention that all the supreme values of mankind lack this will – that the values which are symptomatic of decline, nihilistic values, are lording it under the holiest names” (section 6).
“Some have dared to call pity a virtue (in every noble ethic it is considered a weakness); and as if this were not enough, it has been made the virtue, the basis and source of all virtues.  To be sure – and one should always keep this in mind – this was done by a philosophy that was nihilistic and had inscribed the negation of life upon its shield.  Schopenhauer was consistent enough: pity negates life and renders it more deserving of negation” (section 7).  
1. Nietzsche’s definitions of “good”, “bad”, and “happiness” in section 2 are very important – especially their relation to the will to power.  Note that he is opposing good to bad, not to evil, as is done in Christianity.  What is nihilism, and why does Nietzsche think that Christian values are nihilistic (see sections 3-9)?

2. How does Nietzsche view the Christian concept of God, and what does he think is wrong with it (see sections 15-18)?

3. How does Nietzsche compare Christianity with Buddhism (see sections 20-23)?  What similarities does he find between the two religions?  What differences?   

4. How does Nietzsche (in section 24) understand the Jews, and how does he understand the relation of the Christians to the Jews?  (Note: he is arguing against a common, and generally anti-Semitic, view that Christianity is somehow “a counter-movement” to Judaism.)

5. In section 25, Nietzsche indicates five stages (one per paragraph) in what he takes to be the development of Judaism.  What are these?

6. What “miracle of falsification” does Nietzsche (in section 26) claim that the priests accomplished in writing the Old Testament?  That is, what relation is posited between the Jews and God?  What does Nietzsche mean by his ironic comment that the priest “uses the name of God in vain”? 

7. What crucial “negation” does Nietzsche (in section 27) argue distinguishes Christianity from Judaism?

