Philosophy: Basic Questions; Prof. Boedeker; worksheet on Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900), Twilight of the Idols (1888), pp. 1107-1114
1. Nietzsche argues that “the four great errors” combine to produce the illusion that our actions are caused by our (metaphysically) free will, and that we (i.e., the “I” [sect. 3 on p. 1108]) are therefore morally responsible for our actions.  (As we have seen, Augustine and Descartes are good examples of philosophers who believe in free will.)  How does he think we get the idea of a free will?

2. What does Nietzsche think is the real reason for our belief in free will (sect. 7 on pp. 1110-11)?  
3. Since Nietzsche rejects the doctrine of free will, he must believe that everything happens according to fate.  Nevertheless, he speaks of the possibility of “the great liberation” (sect. 8 on p. 1111).  What does this consist in, and how could it be brought about?
4. What does Nietzsche (in the section entitled “What I owe to the ancients”) admire about the ancient Greeks, especially the cult of Dionysus?  
5. What does Nietzsche dislike about the ancient Greek philosophers, especially Plato?  

