Philosophy: Basic Questions; Prof. Boedeker

Worksheet on Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics, Book X

The Nichomachean Ethics ends with a discussion of happiness.  

1. What does Aristotle think is the proper function of amusements (1176b9-1177a10, especially 1176b28-1177a1), such as playing video games?  Do you agree?  Explain.

2. What does Aristotle conclude is the highest, or truest, human happiness?  Carefully list the various reasons he gives for this conclusion (1177a14-1178a8).
3. Why does Aristotle think that the supreme human happiness must be found in leisure (1177b 5-26)?
4. Can the supremely happy person do without external goods, i.e., things other than virtue, but still necessary for life (1177a 28-30, 1178 a24-b8, 1178b33-1179a18)?  Why or why not?
5. For Aristotle, all human happiness is an activity of the soul expressing (or “in accord with”) its virtue.  And we have seen that there are two basic kinds of virtue: virtues of character, and virtues of thought.  Is the supreme human happiness an expression of a virtue of character or of a virtue of thought (e.g., 1178a 8-24)?  Explain.
6. Aristotle rejects the common saying that you can’t legislate morality (1180a 7-33).  Why?  Do you agree with him?  Explain.
7. What does Aristotle regard as the ultimate purpose of studying ethics (1180a34-1181b25)?
