Philosophy: The Art of Thinking; Prof. Boedeker; worksheet on Aristotle’s 
Nichomachean Ethics, Book VIII, Chapters 1-3, 9; and Book IX, Chapters 4, 7, 8, 9, and 12

1. At 1155b28-1156a6, Aristotle gives three necessary conditions for friendship.  What are these?

2. The three objects of love (mentioned at 1156a8) are 

(i) what’s fine (an end, or goal, worthy of being desired in itself, i.e., not for the sake of anything else), 

(ii) what’s expedient (or useful) means to an end, and 

(iii) what’s pleasant (see 1104b30).  

These correspond to the three species (or kinds) of friendship.  What are these?  

3. Give an example from your own life of each of these three kinds of friendship.  Are these friendships still enduring?  

4. What sort of person does Aristotle think can be a friend to himself (1166 a1-b1)?  Why?  

5. Why is your actually doing good for someone a more pleasant aspect of friendship than having good done to you?  (See chapter 7.)

6. What’s the difference between self-love and selfishness?  Why is the good person most genuinely a self-lover?  (See Chapter 8.)

7. Why might it seem that the best people don’t need friends?  If, as Aristotle seems to hold, friendship is neither a virtue nor the supreme happiness, why does the best person still need friends?  (See Chapter 9.)

