Philosophy: Basic Questions; Prof. Boedeker

Worksheet on Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics, Book III
So far, Aristotle has argued that virtue involves (i) acting and feeling in such a way that falls between 2 opposite vices, (ii) having gotten in the habit of acting this way through repetition of the right kinds of actions and feelings, and (iii) taking pleasure in acting according to this habit.  In Book III, he adds a fourth necessary aspect of virtue: (iv) acting voluntarily.

1. If a mugger threatens you by saying “your money or your life”, does Aristotle think that your handing over your money is voluntary or forced (1110 a4-b9)?  Do you agree?  Why or why not?

2. If person A kills person B in a fit of drunkenness or rage, would Aristotle think that A is guilty of involuntary manslaughter (1110b 25-31)?  Do you agree?  Why or why not?

3. If person A shoots person B because A didn’t know that the gun was loaded, did A shoot B voluntarily (1110b31-1111a22)?

In Chapter 2, Aristotle now adds a further necessary aspect of virtue: (v) actions of a virtuous person are those that he or she decides to do.  For Aristotle, decisions, whether good or bad, result from rational thought, and are thus the result of a prior deliberation.

4. Can we deliberate (in Aristotle’s use of the term) about mathematical truths (1112a 22-28)?  Why or why not?

5. Can we deliberate about other things not in our control (1112a 28-33)?

6. In deliberation, which comes first – the end or the means to it?  Do we deliberate about which ends to pursue, or just the means toward these ends (1112b 16-35)?

7. What do we wish for (1113 a15-b2)?

8. When a drunk driver kills someone, what, exactly, is he or she responsible for (1113b 30-33)?  What’s he or she not responsible for?

