Philosophy: Basic Questions; Prof. Boedeker; 

Worksheet on Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics Bk. I, Ch. 13; and Bk. II
1. Aristotle argues that there is a third part of the soul that lies between the nutritive part we share with plants, and the reason that is unique to human beings.  How does he argue for this view (1102b 12-28)?  What does this “middle” faculty do? 
2. At 1103a 4-19, Aristotle distinguishes between two sorts of virtues.  What are these?  How would you try to define these sorts of virtues?
3. What distinguishes a virtue of character (from a virtue of thought)?

4. Are repetitions of the right kinds of actions in certain situations sufficient for gaining a virtue of character (Book II, Chapters 3-4)?  For example, is simply resisting one’s fear in terrifying situations enough to become brave?  Explain why or why not.
5. Even though Aristotle thinks that pleasure is essential to virtue, he doesn’t identify virtue with pleasure or any other feeling.  Why not (1105b30-1106a7)?
6. How is a virtuous person (as such) different from a craftsperson (as such) (1105 a27-b6)?
7. After having identified virtue with some condition of the soul, Aristotle suggests that all conditions of the soul are either feelings, capacities, or states (1105b 19-20).  He then (1105b21-1106a12) argues that virtues are neither feelings nor capacities (like sight, hearing, or reason).  From this, he concludes that virtues must be states.  (Thus states are what Aristotle calls the “genus” of virtue.)  The question now becomes: what kind of states are virtues, i.e., what differentiates virtues from other states?  In order to answer this question, Aristotle adds a further important aspect to the definition of “virtue”.  (a) “Virtue… is a mean, in so far as it aims at what is intermediate” (1106b27).  How does this account of virtue support the Pythagoreans’ saying that “we are noble in only one way, but bad in all sorts of ways” (1106b34).
8. In Chapter 7, Aristotle makes his general definition of virtue quite concrete with the use of 12 different examples of virtues.  Note that each virtue is a mean, or intermediary, lying between two opposite vices (one excessive and one deficient):
(Each of the following Roman numerals corresponds to the Arabic numerals used in Chapter 7.)

(i) Aristotle claims that (in ancient Greek) there’s no name for “the excessively fearless person”.  Can you think of an English name for this vice?
(ii) What’s another word for the virtue of “temperance”?
(iv) What’s another word for the vice of “niggardliness”?
(vii) Can you think of an English word for the vice opposite of irascibility, and corresponding to the virtue of mildness, or gentleness? 
