Philosophy: Basic Questions

Prof. Boedeker
Worksheet on Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto (2)
1. Do M&E envision Communism as a national or an international movement (pp. 26f)?

2. What does the laborer create (pp. 28f)?  For whom does he or she create it?

3. How do M&E reply to the objection that no one will do any work if private property is abolished? (p. 30)
4. What purpose do M&E think that laws and such ideas as freedom serve under capitalism (pp. 30f)?

5. How do M&E view the treatment of women in capitalism (pp. 31f)?

6. Under communism, which class controls the state (p. 34)?

7. On p. 35, M&E make 10 proposals about how to move from capitalism to communism in countries with advanced industry.  Which ones seem the best ideas, and which seem the worst?  Give reasons for your answers.

8. What do you make of their stirring declaration in the very last paragraph of the book, especially its call for a “forcible overthrow of all existing conditions” (p. 48)?  Explain.

