Philosophy: Basic Questions;
St. Augustine on divine providence (“On Free Choice of the Will”, Book III, pp. 344-352)
 1. In Bk. III, Sect 1., Evodius probes further into the question of free will.  He wonders whether our wills are such that we can’t help but sin, i.e., that we’re “pre-programmed” to do moral evil.  If this were the case, then would it be fair to blame us for our sins?  What does Augustine think about this matter?

2. What’s Evodius’ worry at the beginning of In Bk. III, Sect. 2?  Augustine formulates this same worry very precisely at the beginning of Bk. III, Sect. 3.  That is, what are the two propositions that seem inconsistent, and – most importantly – why do they seem inconsistent?  That is, what assumption does Evodius make in concluding that they are inconsistent?  (By the way, two propositions are inconsistent if and only if they cannot both be true together.)

3. What sorts of things do happen to us by necessity – i.e., independently of whether we want, or “will”, them to or not?  (See the last half of Sect. 3.)
4. What’s Augustine’s argument that Evodius’ assumption mentioned in question 2 is false – and thus that these two seemingly inconsistent propositions are in fact perfectly consistent?  (See Sect. 4.)
5. The next question that Augustine addresses is whether it would have been better for God not to have made those souls whom he knew in advance would sin.  How does Augustine respond to this question, and what’s his reasoning for it?
6. How would Augustine reply to someone who says that he is so miserable that he would rather not exist?  (This is essentially the question of whether it could ever be legitimate to commit suicide – even in cases of extreme chronic pain.) 

