Philosophy: Basic Questions

Worksheet on Augustine, “On Free Choice of the Will” (395 CE), Book I (pp. 338-341)
1. What kind of “evil” is at stake in the discussion between Augustine and his friend Evodius – legal or moral?  What’s the difference between the two (Bk. I, Sect. 3)?

2. How does Evodius define “evil”?  (Note that this is very similar to the Golden Rule.)  What does Augustine point out is wrong with this definition?  
3. At the end of Sect. 3 and in Sect. 4, Augustine offers his own account of evil.  What is this?  (Be sure to read footnote 6 on p. 340.)
4. Why doesn’t Augustine identify the cause of evil with desire (or cupidity) as such?

