Philosophy: Basic Questions; Prof. Boedeker

worksheet on St. Augustine (354-430 CE), Confessions (398 CE)
1. What’s Augustine’s main question in this portion of the Confessions (III)?  How does he respond to this question in Sections X-XIII?  (Note that “creature” is to be taken in its literal sense: something created by God.)  
2. What does Augustine claim the heavens and earth tell him (IV)?  He gives a very neat little argument for this conclusion in the third sentence.  What is this argument?  What would an Aristotelian say to this – given that he believes that the heavens, the earth, and all species of animals and plants have always existed?  Who would win the ensuing argument?  Explain.

3. Does the second paragraph of IV remind you of any of Plato’s views?  Explain.

4. How is God’s creation of the universe unlike a potter creating a pot (V)?

(Note that the punctuation in the second paragraph of Section XI is completely screwed up.  The first sentence should end with a “?”, the third with a “.”, and the fourth with a “?”.)

5. What’s Augustine’s puzzle about time (XIV)?

6. What are the three times (XX)?  Where do these exist?

7. What does God know?  What does God not know (XXXI)?

