Nietzsche & Nihilism

worksheet on “The Question Concerning Technology” (1954)
1. Heidegger terms the ordinary conceptions of technology the “instrumental” and “anthropological” ones (p. 5).  What are these, and how are each related to human beings?
2. Note Heidegger’s unorthodox interpretation of Aristotle’s doctrine of the four “causes” (aitia) of substances, especially the telos, or so-called “final cause.”  How does his interpretation differ from the traditional one, which treats it as the aim or purpose of a substance (p. 8)?
3. Heidegger then discusses the phenomenon of bringing-forth (poiesis), in which something is brought into its own proper limit.  (Bringing-forth is a way in which things come to presence, what Heidegger calls a-letheia, i.e., un-concealment)  One kind of poiesis is physis (p. 10) or natural being, such as living organisms, in which the telos is brought forth from out of the thing itself; another is techne (pp. 10-13) in which the telos is brought forth from out of something else, the craftsperson.  Exactly how do techne and physis differ, and in what sense are they both modes of poiesis?
4. Heidegger next turns from a discussion of the ancient Greek conception of the un-concealment of things as bringing-forth to his view of the essence of modern technology as the un-concealment of things as a challenging (Herausforderung), or perhaps better “challenging out.”  On pp. 14-17, he then engages in a phenomenological description of how things are revealed in modern technology.  How does Heidegger think that things are thus revealed to us in this mode?  
5. On p. 18, Heidegger begins to make good on his initial critique of the “instrumental” and “anthropological” interpretations of the essence of modern technology – in which everything is encountered as mere stock, resources, or “standing-reserve” (Bestand) for some future possible exploitation of resources.  How does he actually think modern technology is related to human beings?  In particular, what does he mean by the term “enframing” (Ge-stell; pp. 19-21, 24-5)? 

6. How does Heidegger see the essence of modern technology as related to modern physics (Galileo, Descartes, and Newton) (pp. 21-23)?
7. On p. 26, Heidegger makes some interesting comments about how conceiving God as the efficient cause fails to do justice to anything holy.  If you’re familiar with Aristotle’s concept of God, how is this more recent conception of God different?

8. Try to explicate Heidegger’s claim that the modern mode of revealing that Heidegger terms “enframing” conceals both (1) the ancient Greek mode of revealing called poiesis as well as (2) the fact that it is a mode of revealing.
9. After discussing the nature of enframing as a danger (p. 28), for the rest of the essay he explores the “saving power” that also grows within it.  What sense can you make of this?  (Note: in this regard, consider his suggestion that we “notice that the challenging-forth into the ordering of the real as standing-reserve still remains a destining that starts human beings upon a way of revealing” [p. 31].)  
