Handout #1 on Plato’s Republic

I. Plato’s life:

427 BCE: born in ________________; befriended ________________in his youth.

409-404: fights in the Peloponnesian War.

404: pursues a career in _____________________ during the Tyranny right after the Peloponnesian War, but he was repulsed by their violence and left Athens.

403: returns to Athens with the restoration of ________________.

399: Socrates ________________; Plato gives up his ambitions for a political career; leaves Athens and ________________in Egypt, Sicily and Italy.  In Italy he learned of the work of Pythagoras and came to appreciate the value of ________________, especially geometry.

395-387: fights in the Corinthian War against Sparta.

387: returns to Athens and founded his school, the ________________ (remained in use until 526 CE, when it was finally shut down by Roman emperor Justinian, who claimed it was a pagan establishment).  Participants in the Academy studied science, ________________, and philosophy.  Plato hoped that the graduates of the Academy would make better ______________ for Athens.
367: travels to Syracuse (on the Italian island of Sicily); invited by Dion to ______________ his son-in-law, the new ruler Dionysius II.  Eventually, Dionysius forced Dion out of Syracuse and the plan fell apart.

360: returns to ________________.

347: dies in ________________.

II. Knowledge and the forms: 
Geometry for Plato was the best example of knowledge.  Indeed, over the door of the Academy was written: “Let no one ignorant of ________________ enter here.”  
A. Here’s a simple argument for the existence of forms: 

P1: All truths are true of something.

P2: There are truths of geometry.

C1: The truths of geometry are _____________ _____ ___________________.

For example, take the Pythagorean theorem: a2 = b2 + c2, where a is the length of the hypotenuse of a right triangle, and b and c are the lengths of the other 2 sides.  
The Pythagorean theorem is true only of ________________ right triangles.  But there are _______ perfect right triangles in the physical world.  No right triangle in the physical world has perfectly straight lines or a perfect 90º angle.  This observation gives us the following premise:

P3: The truths of geometry are not (completely) true of ____________ ____________.

Combining (C1) with (P3) gives us the following:

C2: The truths of geometry are (completely) true of _______-_______________ things. 

These non-physical things are the ________________.
B. No physical thing is a ______________________ right triangle.  This is because each physical thing has a mixture of ______________________ properties (such as right triangularity and circularity).   Nevertheless, some physical things are ______________________, less, or ______________________ good right triangles compared with others.  And in order to be able to make judgments ______________________ physical right triangles – that one is better than, or equally good as, another – we must already understand what a ______________________ right triangle would be like.  This perfect standard that we understand is the (non-physical) ______________________ of right triangle.  
All Forms are ______________________ in this way.  That is, they completely have a given ______________________ (such as right triangularity) and none of its contrary properties (e.g., circularity).  In fact, each form just is a ______________________.  
C. The many (imperfect) physical right triangles in the world are (better or worse) particular ______________________ of the form of right triangle.  Each form can have ______________________ particular examples in this way.  And something that can have examples, or “instantiations”, is a ______________________.  Thus the forms are universals, whereas physical things are particulars (i.e., they don’t have examples, but rather are examples of forms).   We can apply the Pythagorean theorem to particular physical right triangles precisely because they are (imperfect) ______________________ of the form of right triangle.

D. Particular things are what they are because they ________________ in, ______________________ of, or ______________________ a single form.  For example, all particular triangles are triangles because they participate in the form of Triangularity, all particular squares are squares because they participate in the form of Squareness, etc.

Since particular things are what they are only because they have certain ______________________, the forms make up the ________________ of particular things.  The forms are what it is to _______ a particular thing.

E. Physical things, and truths about them, do not last _________________________.  Truths of geometry, however, are ______________________ true.  This is because the forms (which they are true of) are ______________________.  In fact, forms exist independently of ________________ things.  Thus even if all physical squares were somehow ______________________, the form of Squareness would still exist.  

F. Physical things, and truths about them, ______________________.  Truths of geometry, however, do _________ change.  This is because the forms (which they are true of) are ______________________.  

G. Since many people can know the same truth of geometry – such as the Pythagorean theorem – they must all be able to know the very same ______________________ – such as the form of right triangle.

Thus the forms are not ________________ things; that is, they are not mental ________________, pictures, or anything else going on in your head.  In fact, the forms would exist even if all minds ceased to exist.
In fact (here like physical objects), forms exist independently of whether anyone is ________________ of them.  Forms are ________________ -independent.
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