History of Philosophy: Ren.En.; worksheet on Spinoza, Ethics, Part II, “Of the Nature and Origin of the Mind”: "Preface", "Definitions", "Axioms", Propositions 1-49, Scholium (=note”) to Proposition 49 (pp. 149-172)
1. Explain Spinoza’s definition of “body” in your own words.

2. Of all of the infinite attributes of substance, which ones do we feel or perceive (Axiom 5)?

3. Of all of Spinoza’s views, the one expressed in Proposition II was probably the most controversial.  Why?

4. Can there be any causal interaction between mind and matter?  That is, what sorts of things can exert a causal influence on the mind’s ideas, as opposed to on bodies?  (Proposition 6)

5. Try to explain Proposition 7 in your own words.

6. What’s the relation between your mind and God (Corollary to Proposition 11)?

7. What, ultimately, are our ideas about (Propositions 12-13, 16-17, 19)?

8. What’s Spinoza’s account of memory (Proposition 17)?

Propositions 20-23 express Spinoza’s view of self-consciousness, i.e., how our minds can be aware not just of how the body is affected, but of itself as well.  

Propositions 24-28 will be important to Spinoza’s theory of emotion, which is of central importance for the Ethics.  The important thing here is his notion of “adequate knowledge”, which he quite unhelpfully defines in Part II, Definition 4 (p. 149).  Here’s Spinoza’s picture:

(a) All ideas are accompanied by some emotion.

(b) Whenever (a sensitive part of) our body is affected in some way, our mind forms a (first-order) idea of that affection.  Naturally, there is some emotion accompanying this idea.

(c) At the same time, our mind also forms a (second-order) idea of the idea of that affection.  This second-order idea is not just of the affection of our body, but also of the external body that caused the affection in our body.  (For example, the idea of the person who just bumped into you.)
(d) Neither of our ideas – especially our (second-order) idea of the external body that caused the affection in our body – is “adequate”, i.e., truly corresponding to its object.

9. Given this picture, give a concrete example person A getting angry at person B for something that B did to A.  

- What is A’s inadequate idea of B and B’s action?  

How is A’s anger affected by the fact that A’s idea of B and B’s action is inadequate?  

What would it be for A to have a fully adequate idea of B and B’s action?   

How might such an adequate idea change A’s feelings for B and B’s action?
10. What is Spinoza’s idea of false, erroneous, or inadequate ideas (Propositions 32-35)?  How is this related to his holism (see the first worksheet on Spinoza)?

11. Recall that Descartes, in the Fourth Meditation, argues that all errors are our fault – in particular, they result from our abuse of our God-given faculty of judgment, which is a use of our arbitrary, spontaneous free will.  What’s Spinoza’s view of our contribution to the errors we make (Propositions 35-36)?

12. In Propositions 37-40, Spinoza gives his theory of general ideas.  Transcendental terms, like “thing” and “entity”, are terms that pertain to everything, insofar as it is.  Universal terms, like “man”, “horse”, and “dog”, are terms that pertain only to classes of things.  How does Spinoza think such terms arise?  Can they ever be the basis of adequate ideas?  Why or why not (Proposition 40, 4 first paragraphs of the Scholium)?

13. What are the 3 kinds of knowledge (Propositions 42-44)?  How do we get each?  Which are a cause of error?
Knowledge of the first kind = opinion = imagination = (knowledge from causal experience or from symbols) regards things as contingent.

Knowledge of the second kind = reason (based on common notions and adequate ideas of the properties of things (i.e., universals), which derive from the fact that our body has things in common with other bodies); we must know that these ideas are true; regards things as necessary, i.e., “in the light of eternity”.  But only explicate what is common to all things, not the essence of any particular thing.
Knowledge of the third kind = intuition (proceeds from an adequate idea of the formal essence of certain attributes of God)

14. Spinoza agrees with Descartes that the certainty of an idea guarantees its truth.  But does Spinoza agree with Descartes that the only ideas we can be certain of are a priori, i.e., implanted in our minds by God at our creation (Proposition 43)?
15. What does Spinoza mean in the proof to Corollary 2 of Proposition 44 that “it is in the nature of reason to regard things in this light of eternity?”

16. Where do errors, or controversies, arise, according to Spinoza (Scholium to Proposition 47)? 

17. Why does Spinoza deny that we have arbitrary, spontaneous, or free will (Proposition 48)?
18. In the Scholium to Proposition 49 in Part II, Spinoza argues against Descartes’ view that error is caused by our misuse of our faculty of judgment, which is a function of our free (= arbitrary, spontaneous) will.  This much shouldn’t be surprising, since Spinoza, being a determinist, doesn’t believe in arbitrary freedom at all – even in God’s case.  But what is Spinoza’s alternate account of error?

In Book V, Spinoza discusses human freedom.  This is an important topic, since it would seem that Spinoza’s causal determinism (and his denial that the mind is a different substance from the body) would seem to rule out the possibility of our ever being free.  Note Spinoza’s definition of “freedom” (Definition 7 in Part I) [p. 129], and how it’s different from arbitrary, spontaneous freedom.  Spinoza argues that we become free by engaging in intuitive knowledge (the third type of knowledge, as discussed Part I, Propositions 42-44).  Spinoza promises that our having intuitive knowledge will do three things.  

19. First, gaining intuitive knowledge will make our mind immortal (Propositions 21-24, 29-31, 33).  Why is this?

20. Second, gaining intuitive knowledge, or “the intellectual love of God”, is pleasant (Propositions 25-28, 32-33).  Why is this?  (Be sure to read the footnotes carefully, where Spinoza lays out his view of the emotions.)

21. Third, gaining intuitive knowledge frees us of our negative, or “passive” emotions (Proposition 34-42).  This is certainly the most important conclusion of Spinoza’s Ethics.  What’s Spinoza’s reasoning here?

