History of Philosophy: Renaissance through Enlightenment; worksheet on Montaigne, Apology for Raymond Sebond, pp. 51-122
1. Whom does Montaigne admire the most among the ancient Greek and Roman authors he mentions?  (Note that Pyrrho [c.360-270 BCE], mentioned on p. 56, was the major ancient Greek skeptic, whose life and teachings were documented by the later Greek philosopher Sextus Empiricus, who flourished around 200 CE.)  What do they have in common?  Whom does he not like?  Why?
2. What does Montaigne value?  What does he not value?  Why?

3. What’s Montaigne’s view of medical knowledge (pp. 56-62)?  Do you think his views are applicable today?
4. What’s Montaigne’s view about our knowledge of God (pp. 65-67, 81-83, 100-109)?

5. What are the three kinds of philosophies?  Which does Montaigne prefer (pp. 69-74)?

6. What does Montaigne believe is, ironically, true of Dogmatist philosophers (74-81)?
7. What’s the effect on Montaigne of learning about different ways and views of life (p. 85)?
8. Why, according to Montaigne, do people anthropomorphize God (pp. 87, 91, 94, 100-110)?

9. What does Montaigne think about the afterlife (pp. 87-90)?
10. What’s the point of Pyrrho’s metaphor of the purge that purges itself (pp. 99f)?
11. For all of Montaigne’s skepticism, there are some things he doesn’t doubt.  What are these?
12. What does Montaigne think of the science (which he calls “philosophy”) of his day (p. 111-117)?  
13. On pp. 113f, Montaigne mentions, almost in passing, something that sounds like the “mind-body” problem, but isn’t quite.  Why not?

14. Beginning on p. 117, Montaigne proposes to determine whether human reason can be a solid foundation for any belief, by examining whether it can know its own nature and that of the soul where it resides.  What conclusion does he reach, and how?

