History of Philosophy: Renaissance through Enlightenment;
Worksheet on Descartes, Meditation Six, letter to Mersenne, and Passions of the Soul
1. After reviewing the course of his Meditations so far, Descartes then proceeds to argue that he knows that his mind and his body are really distinct kinds of substances, and that he is just his mind, not his body.  What is his argument for this conclusion?  Note that it presupposes the principle that he argued for in Meditation Four: every idea that we clearly and distinctly perceive must be true.

2. Next, Descartes argues that he knows that his sensations are caused by real, material (“corporeal”) objects.  What is his argument for this conclusion?  What assumptions does it make?

3. On p. 51, Descartes argues that he knows that the mind, although really distinct from the body, is nevertheless related to it.  How does he think of this relation?  What is his argument for this conclusion?  What assumptions does it make?

4. The Meditations end with Descartes’ account of why the relation between mind and body makes us prone to error.  What is his account?  

5. In the selections in your course packet from Descartes’ letter to Mersenne and his Passions of the Soul, Descartes explains his view of the relation of mind and body in more detail.  Where does he think that these two substances are connected?  Does it help his case that he thinks that the connection is in a “very small” organ?  Does this help solve the problem between mind and body?  Why or why not?

