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Worksheet on Aristotle’s On the Heavens
Book I, Chapters 2-3

The term “movement”, or “motion” (kinesis), for Aristotle is much broader than our current one.  It really means any kind of change.  The kind of movement Aristotle is interested in in “On the Heavens” is change in place.  

1. Change in place is either natural or ___________________ .

2. Natural change in place is either straight or ____________________ .

3. Straight change in place is either upward (= away from the center) or ____________________  (= _______________________________ ).

4. What are the four terrestrial, or earthly, elements?

5. What kinds of natural motions do these elements have?

6. What is the most perfect kind of change in place?

7. What is the fifth element (Book I, Chapter 3, 3rd paragraph), besides the four earthly ones?  What kind of motion do things made of this fifth element have?

Book I, Chapter 14
8. Explain, in your own words, why Aristotle believes that the earth must be spherical and must be at the center of the universe.

Book III, Chapter 2; and Book IV, Chapters 3-5
9. What is Aristotle’s explanation of why heavy things fall, why hot (i.e., firey) things rise, why the rain falls, etc.?  

10. Explain, in your own words, Aristotle’s argument (in second paragraph of Book III, Chapter 2) that heavy things must move faster than light (or “weightless”) things.  

