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Worksheet on Aristotle’s Physics and Metaphysics
Physics Book II, Chapters 1-3:

The discipline Aristotle calls “physics” studies nature.  

1. What does he mean by a “cause” of a natural substance?  

2. How is Aristotle’s notion of cause different from our modern notion of “cause”?

3. What are the four “causes” of a natural substance, as listed in Chapter 3?  Give examples.

Physics Book IV, Chapter 8:

4. Explain, in your own words, some of Aristotle’s reasons for denying that there could be a void, or vacuum.  (Note that Aristotle’s views on this issue proved very influential throughout the history of physics and astronomy.)  Try to distinguish his various arguments for this conclusion here.

Physics Book VII, Chapter 1:

5. What do you think Aristotle means by a “first mover”?

6. Explain, in your own words, Aristotle’s reason for why there must be a first mover.  

7. Do you think that Aristotle’s conclusion is that the first mover must have occurred first in time (i.e., a finitely long time ago), or first in space (i.e., at the present time, but perhaps just not on the earth)?  Explain your reasons.

Metaphysics, Book XII, Chapters 6-9

Here, Aristotle continues the argument he began in Physics Book VII that there must be a first mover.  

8. Is the first mover itself moved?  (Chapter 7, first paragraph)  Why or why not?

9. What does the first mover move?  How does it do so?  (Chapter 7,1st and 2nd paragraphs)

10. What does the “first mover” turn out to be (in Chapter 7, 3rd paragraph)?

11. Briefly sketch out Aristotle’s picture of the universe (Chapter 8).  Where is the earth located? 

12. What does God think about (Chapter 9)?  What does God not think about?  Why? 

