History of Philosophy: Ren.-En.; worksheet on Locke, Essay, Book II, Chapters XXI (power and freedom) and XXIII and XXVII (substance and identity) (pp. 301-329)
1. According to Locke, what’s the difference between active and passive power?

2. According to Locke, where do we get the idea of passive power from?

3. According to Locke, where do we get the idea of active power from?

4. How does Locke understand liberty (sections 8, 12)?

5. What does Locke think of the idea of free will (or free volition; sections 10, 14, 23)?  Why?

6. What sorts of things, for Locke, can be legitimately called “free”?  Why (sections 17-18)?

7. Imagine a prisoner confined to a desert island from which he is not permitted to escape.  Imagine also that the desert island has so many luxuries that the prisoner wishes to remain there, and gives no thought to escaping.  According to Locke, would the prisoner be free?  Explain why or why not.
8. How does Locke understand the term “substance”?  Do we have a clear idea of substance (XXIII, 1-4)?
9. Which (if either) is clearer – our idea of mind or our idea of body (XXIII, 15-32)?

10. Explain, in your own words, what Locke means by “identity” (XXVII 1).

11. Explain, in your own words, what Locke means by identity of bodies (XXVII 2).

12. Explain, in your own words, what Locke means by identity of vegetables (i.e., living things) (XXVII 4).

13. Explain, in your own words, what Locke means by identity of animals (XXVII 5).

*14. How does Locke understand human identity (XXVII 6)?  How does he understand personal identity, i.e., self-identity (9-17)?  Give an example of something that’s the same human being, but nevertheless different persons.  Can you think of something (perhaps in a science-fiction story) that would be the same person, but two different human beings?

*15. What problem is raised by the fact that our consciousness of our lives is “interrupted always by forgetfulness” (10)?  How does Locke reply to this problem?  Do you find his reply satisfactory?

